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Ceramic Fetrology Group Meeting - "Lithic Inclusions" - Tuesday 15th May -
Leicester University. Contact Anne Woods, Dept of Archaeology, University of
Leicester, Leicester LEI 7RH.



Conference - Society for Post Medieval Archaeclogy with the Medieval Fottery
Research Group "Relationship between Slipwares of the West Country and the Law

Countries". 17th-20th Sept. The conference will be examining the analysis,
technology and methodology of Slipwares and their cultural affinities. The
format will include papers and looking at collections from Bristol, weter,
Taunton and Barnstable. Anybody interested should contact; David Dawson,

Somerset County Museums Service, 83 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, TA1 1DN before
J0th July.

RECEMT FINDS
f firecover from 179-187 High Street, Hull

It was a cold wet windy afternoon in late July, and the fog was rolling in off
the Humber. 1 was watching a machine emptying out the cellars of an old paint
shop on the High Strest in Hull, and wondering whether there was going to be

P
riything left beneath thenm. It was almost the end of the day, and I was
ting celd and fed up ... when suddenly a flash of colour at the end of the
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bucket caught my attention. It was a substantial piece of a i7th-century North
Netherlands slipware firecover

It is in a fairly hard crange-red fabric, which is well-sorted and contains
some  Small guartz inclusions. The interior is an orange-buff colour which 1is
redder near the bace. The vessel has been slab-built, and bears wvertical
smoathing-marks on its interior, The exterior is decorated with a slip-trailed
bird and various applied | elleLc 1n pipe clay; copper has been ucsed toc give a
green  nus to the belly ! Its right leg extends to the base of =
firecover, whilst it £ raised; there ti f i
feathers curling under d the lett 1 =
besn usad to deli is common o 1
1 be=ars a dsco
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a L= he only examp n have besn
East Ceast. g are five
wic { 1 and Fig.37; thi and Evans
N, all of hn1ch are from sites which have sirong
th trangers f{Low Countriss immigrants who were iﬂvited to
t ntroduce the . hew Draperiss fraom the 15535 onear
were  subsequently Joined by economic 2nd religious
an unpublished example from London (pers. COMmm. os
fragment is thus only the seventh, known toc the wri ter, f
intry. The bird depicted on this piece could be a cockerel, dove,
cock, and is probably part of an Elatsratelv decorated =scene; birds ang
iage figure on several of ‘the complete exampl Whether this Hull +ragment
reszents the personal  possessicn of an Lbn;gfnnt family i= & moot point:
tainly, there was a wall-documented infiux of Dutch settlers coming through
1 in the late 1620= and 1630z - as witneszed by the Dutc h sefttlemant t
dtoft in the Isle of Axholme.

DAVE EVANS G5/1Z/8%9

: Excavaticns in Norwich 1971-73: Fart
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J.5., Neal, D.5. % van Beuningen, H.J.E. (1%73), *North
d Slipware’, in Renaud, J.G.M. {ed.}), Rotterdam papers 1I,
. Rotterdam 157S. i

Hurst, J.G., Meal, D.S. % van Beuningen, H.J.E., Fottery
produced and traded in Morth-west Europe 1350-1450: Rotterdam
Fapers VI, Rotterdam 19B86.

Jennings, 5. 1981: Eighteen Centuries of Fottery from Norwich,
East Anglian Archaeology 13.
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Firecover Fragmsnt Scale {.7.9 f suggesied reconstruction Jdnot to scale)
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fabrics for the region and the oppl ion of the chronological seguence worked
at sites like ' g 81 Jtraet in Lincoln to cther East Midland
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Three sembers
from the Eric
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recent excavations.
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for Nick Aston’s Thapwick Survey,

Fottery Upsearch Broup have been awarded grants
: by the Bociely $or Medieval

In previous years other HFRE mesbers hove bees given Cric Fletcher Awards, for
sample  Lathy Q" Maloney and Haureen Fellior. The awsrds are availasble for use
at  any time within the following 12 months and can he aiven as contributions
towsrds attendance  at ConEranCas, study trips, ar. the illustration o
analysis of pottery (shere the work is being carried out by the applicant AHor
his/her own research). Awards are normally for less than £250 snd about £2500
iz available sach vear. Hpplicante must be individual mesbers of the Socisty
tor Medieval Archaeclogy and there is a preference for vyeounger applicants,
especially undergraduates - although wor integral te wundergradyate  or
post-graduate dissertations is npt eligible, Unit directors should note  that
the fund is not ssant to take the place of an sdenuate training vate for their
stafé!
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¥ you have 1y think aay be 2 suitadls prajeci, please contart Alan
Vince, Honorary Secrotary, Society for frchaeniogy, CLAU, The Lawn,
bnion Rosd, Lincols, LNI 38 or : HAT2. Applications, giving
& brief LV, an outlioe of ths propossd prajoct and the nass of a referes,
should bs sent {lo Alan befors February 2th 1994, The Flelcher Fund
Sub-Commitiee will neet in mid-March 1990 and the fuards mill he available Jar
us2  thereafier. Flease ncle that retraospechive swards cannot be maie, nprois
it possible Yc give condirmal

AULAMANILES

Following on fros cis Bric Flsbcher ewiard, Andrew fecDonald would welcome news
of unpubliched : - rompplete or i~corplete state from  muszeum
callections, priveie o0 encavetions, Please sznd any details te
Andrew MacDonald,  §o LiR




NOTE DN SOTHERY'S EARLY ERGLIBH AND CONTINENTAL CERAMICE SALE DN &th MARCH 1990

Those of us who work in museums are used to seeing sales catalogues +rom the
major auction houses for sales pf English and Continental Ceramics. Most® of
the ‘“early* material tends to be 16th century and later mainlica, for which
thers is a large and constant market. It was with considersble shock,
therefore, that 1 viewsd the catalogue from Sptheby’s for a sale of Early
English and Continental Ceramics to take place on &th March 19%0. This sale
not only contained 19 lots of sedieval and post-medieval English pottery, but
featured -~ in full colour on the back page - “A unigue Nottingham ‘Knight’s’
jug, 13th/early 14th century™, (Lot 2168). This pot will be better known

to MPR6 members as the “Black Boy Jug®y published by R. C. Alvey in

Transactions of the Thoroton Soriety, 1977, The pot, while appearing
*complete’, iz in fact almost two-thirds restoration, with a base that is
probably from s differsnt jug entirely. Spthehy®s estimate was £8,000-£12,000.

More alarming was Lot 217 - described as "A Nottingham anthropomorpbhic  jug
fragment, i3th/early 14th century" ~ in sffect the ris and neck of a face-mask
Jug, and valued at £1,000 - £1,500,

Lots 21B-222 were a range of complete, undecorated balusters and smaller Jugs
of Nottingham origin, and my understanding is that all this Nottingham material
was collected by one individual from various building sites in Nottingham over
the past twn detades. The result of the sale was as followss

SOTHEBY'S ~  HAMMER
EBTIMNATE PRICE

Lot 216 "The Black Boy Jug" £8,000~-£12,000 unsoid at-
sale -
spld aftter
for £8,000

Lot 217 Mottingham face-mase jug fragmgnt £1,000-£1,500 £1,300

Lot 218 Hottingham baluster Jug iSth/e.14th century fean-£1,200  £B0O

Lot 219 Described in catalogue as "Stasford Baluster Jug,

i15th century® — 1! Evamined by beorge Haggarty and S00-£70¢ L5006
myself a week beture the sale and certainly not Stasford

Ware - probahly later Nottingham type.

Lot 220 Large Nottingham 13th/14th centyry baluster £700~-£1,000 £750
Lot 221 Bmall unglazed ovoid jug ' £300-£400 unsold at
£260

Lot 222 Large Nottingham "splashware® jug, 1ith/712th century

PEGO-L£1,2G0  £830
227 Four small items of sedieval pottery, 313th/10th century

£200-£300 unsald at

£170

Although it is worrying to see groups of medieval pottery like this coming into
the salercom, on bhalance, 1 can’t think Sotheby's would be too well
pleased with the outcome of the sale. The Black Boy Jug (featured so
prominently in the catalogue) failed to reach reserve at sale and was sold
privately afterwards, 4 the siz lots of plain Jjugs, two were unspld and the
other four only just reached the lower estimate, The face-mask jug fragment
did however sell for £1,300 and that is a worry. It clearly indicates that
large highly decorated fragmente now have a definite monetary value, whers none
enisted previously,
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8o guard your sherds carefully and watch this space far further news. I would
hope it wouldn’t - but it could become a regular feature for your newsletter.
CHARLES MURRAY
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HERD-MEDIEVAL LYAISON DONMITYEE

Last year the Groug made & submission to the HBMC-Hedieval Liaisen Cossittes,
one of the four period commitiess set up to consult with English Heritage on the
form and future of archaeplogy in the 1990, e had hoped to be eble o repori
in this Nsusletier on {he resulting English Heritage report, but uniortunately
its relesse has besn delaysd. I it iz svailable in time, we will discuss its
implicaitons for the study of medieval pottery st ihe 8B at Birminghas i Hay.
Because of the costs of circulating the whole group, 1 will oniy be sending
those attending the ABY the relevant pages of whet is likely to be & document
some 150 pepes Ipnng. Unfortunately, the tise available for us io respond  is
vary ligited, 1¥  anyone glse would like s copy could they il se know  and
snclose & largs stemped addressed envelope.

SARAH JENNINGS, 1 Pavemest, York YOU ZHA.

SPECIAL OFFER: '

Copies of "Guidelings for the Procsssing & Publishing of Medieval Pottery from
Execavations" have been veduced vo £3.70 inciuoding o % p. To get & copy pilease
send & chague (made payable to the Hedisval Pottery Resserch Broup? to J. L.
Hurray, ®&berdeen Gity Museumy Bohepl Hill, Aberdeen, O8BY IFQ.
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The title illustration is of & new style of 13th-century London Type Mare Jug
found during recent BUA excavations at Ludgate Hill. Drawn by Helen SBridson.



The Archaeology of York 16/5

Anglo-Scandinavian Pottery from 16-22 Coppergate

176pp, 88 line illustrations, 8pp plates, catalogue, ISBN 0906780 89 6
Price £18.00

The pottery from 9th-11th century
levels at Coppergate forms the largest
well-stratified assemblage of this date
so far excavated in northern England.
Its study provides a wealth of data
about the technology, commercial
links, economy and living patterns of
the Anglo-Scandinavian capital city
of Jorvik.

The assessment of the ceramic
background and the methodology
used in the analysis, together with the
detailed discussion and illustrations
of the wares, make this a reference
work of unparalleled importance to Anglo-Scandinavian studies. The
assemblage shows the development of the pottery craft in a thriving
urban context, nrovides insights into the status and function of the
different tenements on the site and points to regional and long-distance
trade networks in which York operated.

Special offer for orders received before 31st May 1990: £13.50

Also available

Selected Pottery Groups AD 650-1780. Holdsworth £3.00 (16/1)
Medieval and Later Pottery from Aldwark and Other Sites. Brooks £8.75 (16/3)

These publications are available from
York Archaeological Trust

1 Pavement

York YO1 2NA

Please make cheques payable to York Archaeological Trust.

Fascicules are sent post-free within the UK; for EEC countries please add 10% to your
total bill to cover postage and packing, or 20% for countries outside the EEC.




