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Council
Council met on 13th December at the British
Museum. Unfortunately due to illness and other
commitments the turnout was low, but surviving
members managed to work through a fairly full
ageada.

The bulk of ttre meeting was, as usual, devoted
to the work of the Editorial Co_mmittee. Volume
22 of Medieval Ceramics should be with the
typesetters in January, with an estimated
publication date in spring 2000. Papers (including
some presented at the 1999 Sheffield conference)
have already been received for Volume 23, which
is well advanced; it is hoped to publish this later in
2000, but the Editorial Committee would welcome
further offers of papers or shorter articles for this

- "*-volmrc; The Gwide-tothe Classification of
Medieval Ceramic Forms is still selling steadily,
and there has been progress on other projected
Occasional Papers. Trondheim Redwares should
be completed and published in 2000, and the
Ipswich volume has also reached the final stages
of preparation for publication. Work on the
Minimum Standards document has temporarily
halted but offers ofhelp to incorporate suggested

amendments and additions should speed things up

- this document too should be completed early in
2000. The Bibliography is well in hand.

Council recognises that MPRG may not have

News

been doing enough in the way of self-publicity.
We need an updated and accessible web site, a
new and more eye-catching publicity leafle! and a
new logo. Chris Cumberpatch has offered to take
this matter forward, and an appeal from him can
be found elsewhere in this newsletter. This
publicity drive would be well timed to coincide
with our 25th Anniversary celebrations next year,
and the production ofour pottery 'Supergroup'
postcard (more news on this elsewhere).

Preparations for next year's conference are
well advanced. The venue is Oxford, the dates
zgth-30thMarch, and the theme is a retrospective
look at medieval pottery studies over the last25
years, looking at how we have advanced and,
hopefu lly,-how we"car continue to advance in the
future. Preliminary publicity for the conference
will be distributed with this newsletter, or very
shortly afterwards. Council is pursuing invitations
from Raeren and from Dublin for 2001 and2002
respectively.

Council would like to take the opportunity to
wish all members the best for the festive season,
and here's lo-oking forward to the new millennium
and our 25th anniversary!

Lorraine Mepharn
Secretarv

IMPORTANT: CHANGE OF ADDRSSS
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This will take immediate effect, although mail will still be forwarded from ttre British Museum for a limited period.



EGM
The EGM, which is to be held in order to present the
MPRG accounts for the past two years to members, will
be combined with the spring meeting of SEMpER, for
which a provisional date of Saturday llth March 2000
has been set, with a venue in Aylesbury. Members will

receive firm details nearer the date. SEMPER is
organised by Anna Slowikowski, St Mary's
Archaeology Centre, St Mary's Street, Bedford,MK42
0AS. Tel 01234270002.

flyers for distribution, and as part of this we need a new
logo. A recent competition to design a new logo sadly
elicited no response (where are all you budding
designers?), but we are trying again. We want
something simple and eye-catching, which captures the
spirit of the MPRG (if that's not too much to ask).
Please send your designs (or indeed any other ideas for
publicity) to Chris Cumberpatch , 22 Tenrryson Road,
Lower Walkley, Sheffield 56 2WE. TeVfax: 0lt423t
005 1, email: cgc@cumberpatch.freeserve.co.uk.

British Archaeological Association Meetings 2 000
2nd Feb. 'Auxerre, Dijon and Clamecy: gothic
architecture in Burgundy' by Dr Alexandra Kennedy.
1 March. 'Salisbury Cathedral West Front: recent
recording and research' by Jerry Sampson, Tim Ayers
and Eddie Sinclair.
5 April. 'Early Christian Archaeology in Europe: some
recent research directions', by Michael J. Jones.
3 May. 'English Historical Briclrvork since Nathaniel
Lloyd'by Terence Paul Smith, followed by president,s
Reception.
Meetings held at the Society of Antiquaries of London,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London WIV OHS, with
tea from 4.30pm, and lecture from 5.00pm. Non-
members are welcome, but should sign the visitors,
book.

Publicity
The year 2000, as our 25th anniversary, is an appropriate
time to think about publicity for the Group, and how we
can raise public awareness of our aims and activities.
An important part of this must be the updating and
maintenance of ow web site - we are aware that there
have been access problems with this, and Council is
investigating how we can improve the web site to
incorporate more (and regularly updated) infomration,
and to enable easier access.

We are also looking at producing new publicity

Medieaal Ceramics
We are keen to encourage a wide range of contributions
from members and others, dealing with all kinds of
ceramics from the Saxon, medieval and early post-
medieval periods (up to c.1700). This includes
production and building materials, as well as vessels of
an infinite variety of forms (as demonstrated by the
MPRG Guide to the Classification of Medieval pottery
Forms). All contibutions will be considered on their
own merits, and main articles will be subject to peer
review. If, however, you have a smaller contibution to
make, you might like to consider submitting it for
inclusion in Compendiario. This provides an ideal forum
for the exchange of ideas and information on individual
items and goups of interest, or for the publication of
interim notes and even offers the opportunity to draw

attention to unusual pots which may be difficult to
identiff and parallel. The editors welcome all
contributions, although they reserve the right to direct
authors elsewhere when appropriate.

Please direct all texts for and correspondence
regarding volume 23 to:

Jacqui Pearce

Hon Editor Medieval Ceramics,
c/o Museum of London Specialist Services,
46Eagle Wharf Road,
London Nl 7EE

phone: 0l7l 5669325
email: jpearce@museumoflondon. org.uk

Meetings and Conferences
Current Approaches to Medieval Archaeologt
Deparhent of Archaeology, University of Durham,
15th-16th April2000.
There is a call for abstracts for papers based on current
research on the following themes: Archaeology and
History; Scientific methods and applications in Medieval
Archaeology; Architecture; The Construction of
Identity; Landscape and Settlement; Artefact Studies.
Offers are also invited from anyone wishing to organise
a session on any other topic. Please send paper abstracts
and session proposals to: CurrentApproaches to
Medieval Archaeology, Department of Archaeology,
University of Durham, The Science Site, South Road,
Durham, DHI 3LE. Deadline end Jan. 2000.
email med. conf@durham. ac.uk
Website http://www.dur.ac.uk/-drk8zz l/index.html



Pottery illustration: information wanted
In November 1992, a jont meeting was held of the

Association of Archaeological Illustrators and Surveyors
and the Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group at the
Institute of Archaeology in London (the papers from this
conference are published as AAI&S Technical Paper No.
13, Aspects of lllustration: Prehistoric Pottery).

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
illustation of prehistoric pottery and the possible
failings of current methods, as well as discussing ideas
about possible drawing styles and conventions used to
present this information.

I am currently studying my third and final year BA in
Archaeological Illustration at Swindon College, and my
final project concerns the illustration ofcerarnics for
publication, the investigation of new methods of ceramic
illustration and trying variations on the current
established methods.

While the 1992 meeting focused on prehistoric
pottery, I am looking at an entire range of ceramic
illustration (prehistoric through to mid-medieval) and
how the work of the archaeological illustrator can aid the
specialist and the researcher by focusing on their
particular needs and what ttrey can use from the page of
illustrated pottery. This, along with the ever-widening
range of new media available to the illustrator and the
archaeologist, means the restrictions in recording and

New Books

printing material are much smaller (and cheaper too).
This means that more attention could be paid to the
details that academic drawing of pottery sometimes
cannot show clearly (use residue, sooting, environmental
effects) as well as manufacturing techniques.

Although photography can never replace measured
academic drawing, digital photography could be used to
show fabric composition or be used to produce 'realistic'
reconstructions of incomplete vessels, as well as to pay
attention to staining or marking within the fabric of the
pot.

I stress this is not change for change's sake but a real
attempt to approach this subject from a more 'graphic'
angle and to complement not replace the traditional
methods. I need to contact specialists, Finds Offrcers,
and researchers across the various fields in archaeology
to discuss their own particular needs and if they feel the
current systems fail or indeed succeed in certain areas. I
would be grateful for any correspondence with your
views or simply to show interest in the project, and I
would like to send out examples of my work as it
progresses along with a simple questionnaire/reply form
to provide any comments on it.

If you can help, please contact me, Peter Lorimer, at
50 Graham Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SNI 2IIA, Tel.
01793 61i368.

John Dwight's Fulham Pottery: Excovations 1971-79.
Chris Green, 1999. English Heritage Archaeological
Report 6. ISBN 1850745994. 380 pages. f25.

Excavation of a pottery frst established in the 1670s,
and producing stoneware in the early years. The report
concentrates on this early period, although later wares
are also covered, and illustrates the wide range ofvessels
produced at this important factory.

Grimston Face Jug from Bury St. Edmunds, drawn by Donna
Wreathall, Suffolk C.C. Archaeology.

Old and New Worlds. HistoricaUPost-Medieval
Archaeologt Papers from the Societies'joint
conferences at Williamsburg and London 1997.
Geoff Egan and Ronn Michael (eds), 1999. Oxbow
Books. 408pages. ISBN 1900188929. t40.

This compilation of papers presented at the 30th
anniversary conference ofthe Society for Historical
Archaeology and the Society for Post-Medieval
Archaeology is divided into five main sections:
Approaches to the evidence; Communities of the Old
and New Worlds; Bridge and Divisions: crossing the
seas and military operations; Manufactured Goods:
production, movement and consumption; Humans,
animals, plants and landscapes. 'Manufactured Goods'
is the section most relevant to MPRG members, and
contains papers on British pottery of the 15th-19th
centuries.

Die rdmischen und mittelalterlichen Tdpfereien in
Mayen, Kr ei s May en- Ko b I enz.
Mark Redknap, 1999. Berichte zur Archiieologie an
Mittelrhein und Mosel vol. 6, Rheinisches
Landesmuseum Trier. ISBN 3-923319-4I-X. 400
pages. Price DM 135.

A corpus on the Roman and medieval pottery industry at
Mayen in the German Eifel, launched by the



Oberbiirgermeister of Mayen at Genovevaburg Castle on
5th October 1999, as part of the seventh Mayen 'Buch
und Kulturwoche'.

Mayen is remarkable for the continuity of pottery
production evident there for over a millennium. The
wares were widely distributed during the late Roman and
Carolingian periods, reaching England, The Netherlands
and Scandinavia. They are easily identified by their
volcanic suite of inclusions, and form an important
indicator of economic activity between the 4th and 14th
centuries.

The volume (entirely in German except for a four-
page'E-nglish summary) includes informirtion on kilns as

well as full descriptions of fabrics, forrns and dating
from the Roman to the medieval periods in Mayen, and
short papers on neutron activation analysis of Mayen and
Tating Ware, and medieval pottery from Urbar.

The book is available from the publisher: Landesamt
fiir Denkmalpflege, Abteilung Archiiologische

IvIy 'brtef report' in the last newsletter was partly lost in
the bowels of my computer, and didn't do justice to the
course or the hard work ofthe organisers - here it is in
fuil(!)...

Imported Medieval Pottery, an English Heritage
sponsored course at the Dept. ofArchaeologt,
University of Southampton, April 1999.

This two-day course, with tutors Duncan Brown and
Alan Vince, was the perfect intoduction to the medieval
pottery of the Rhineland, Low Counties, France, Iberia,

Denkmalpflege, Amt Koblenz, Festung Ehrenbreitstein,
56077 Koblenz,Tel.02 6173626, Fax 02 61703360.

Mark Redknap is interested in any information on the
occulrence of Roman and medieval Mayen warc, and
recordforms can be obtainedfrom him at Dept. of
Archaeologt and Numismatics, National Museum &
Gallery, Catlrys Park, Cardffi CFI 3NP, Wales.

Looking for something to spend those Christuas book
tokens on? Oxbow Books are currently offering several
books at reduced prices, including Old and New Worlds
(see above) for f20 (SPMA members), Maiolica in the
Northfor 922.50 (nonnally f,25), John Dwight's Fulhom
Pottery (see above) for 820, andCities in Sherds I & 2:

findsfrom cesspits in Deventer, Dordrecht, Nijmegen
and Tiel (1250-1900) by Michiel Bartels for f54
(nonnally f,60). Contact them at Park End Place,
Oxford, OXl lHN, Tel. 01865 241249, Fax 01865
7 94449, email oxbow@oxbowbooks.com

Italy and the Mediterranean. There were introductions
to the geology of the relevant areas by David Williams,
and plenty of hands-on sessions with fine examples of
most wares readily available on loan from Southampton
Museum's collection. Company, course dinner and
accommodation were all excellent as well.

If you want to attend a course of this type (I stongly
recommend it), write to Sarah Jennings at CAS, Fort
Cumberland Eastrey, Portsmouth, PO9 4LD, Fa:< 01705
838060.

Sue Anderson.

Medieval Imports - an apology!

Contributions and*MPRG Goatacts
Please send all contributions - letters, news on your
current projects, information on training and meetings,
short book reviews, artwork etc. - to:

Assistant Secretary: Sue Anderson,
c/o Suffolk C.C. Archaeology Service, Shire Hall,
BURY ST. EDMUNDS,IP33 2A.&
Tel. 0 1284 3 52446, F ax 352443,
email sue.anderson@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk

Copy date for next issue: mid-March.

Note that the newsletter is compiled by the Assistant
Secretary but mailed by the Secretary - fliers etc. should
be discussed with and sent direct to her.

Other contacts
Secretary: Lorrain Mepham, c/o Wessex Archaeology,
Portway House, Old Sarum Park, Salisbury SP4 6EB,
Tel.01722 326867.

Area Groups; Chris Cumberpatch, 22 Tennyson Road,
Lower Walkley, Sheffield 56 2WE. TeVfor. 0ll4 231
005 l, email cgc@ccumberpatch.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer for changes of address and queries regarding
membership: Bob Will, GUARD, Dept. ofArchaeology,
10 The Square, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12
8QQ. Please do not telephone. emarl
B.Will@archaeology. arts. gla. ac.uk
To publicise pottery events on the website, contact Paul
Miles by email (mprg@pmiles.demon.co.uk) or c/o
Oxford Archaeological Unit, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford OX2 OES, Tel. 01865 243888.

All other correspondence
Including contributions for Mediev al Ceramics:

c/o Potteries Museum and Art Gallery,
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent STI 3DW.

MPRG Reg. Charity No. 1018513.


