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Council News

Council nret at the British Museum on lhe 24th June.

The president opened the meeting by welcoming new
Council rnernbers and officers. He also expressed
concern at the delays we have suffered in the appearance
of lledieval Ceramics and the Guide to lhe Classification
oJ lledieval Ceramic l"'ornrs. All of us on Council are

aware of this problem and working hard on behalf of the
Group. We will try to inrprove but in the meantime we
hcpe tlral.,Je Croup'r nrelehrrslrip will continue lo be
patient.

The Secretary reported littte other than the usuaf
enquiries. The Treasurer announced that he has found an

auditor for the accounls, who was adopted by Council in
accordance with the arrangernent made at the AGM. l'he
accounls renrain healthy.

The report from the Editorial Comnrittee was as full
as ever. They have conducled a post-mortem on the

'Guide', highlighting tlre problems encountered in
production. One unfortunate effect of these problems has

been to force us to raise tlre price of the 'Guide' to cover
urrexpecled outlay. 'l'hose of you who saw the pre-
publication copy at the London nreeting will know that it
is worth every penny! Progress on two other occasional
papers is slow. English Heritage have asked for mpre
analytical work to be done on lpswich Ware and Lyn
Blacknrore has returned to Norway to try and finish off
her work on the Trondheim redwares. lt is hoped,
however, that our l'linimum Standards lor lhe Processing
and Publication of l,{ediewl Pottery will be available
soon for consultation by the membership. The targel date
for publication of lledievul Ceranics 2l is September.
The Comnrittee, and especially the editorial team, have
put in a lot of hard work and received deserved thanks
from lhe President.

The report from our new Meetings Secretary
concentrated on nexl year's conference which will be a

two-day meeting with the Prehistoric Ceramics Research

Group (see below). The Roman Pottery Research Group
have also been invited but had not responded. lt rvas

suggested that we rotate between a few fixed venues for
future one-day meetings, as attendance at these has been

so variable. London, Birrningham and Sheffield were
suggested as three easily-accessible places and meelings
would be held at each ofthese in lurn, every other year.
This would have the advantage of making organisation
smoo!.her and allowing the Meetings Secretary to
concentrate on the three-day conferences lhat are held in
alternate years. I would be interested to know what the
Membership feels aboul the lowns thai have been

suggested.
Alan Vince reported that the English lleritage

lmplemenlalion Commiltee has not mel for some time.
This was set up to see through the recomnrendations of
the Mellor report but is now at rest. lt is perhaps now the
responsibility of the Croup, particularly through the
Regional Groups, lo address the remaining reconrmend-
ations. Chris Cumberpatch, as llre new Regional Croups
Oll'icer, was given the task of reviewing the
reconrmendations and considering a way forward.

A number of suggeslions for lhe celebration of the
Group's 25lh Anniversary, in ihe year 2000 were put

forward fronr lhe new working party. These ranged firom

the production of postcards and a booklet lo excavating a

pottery kiln. Council considered all these excellent
suggestions and is looking forward to working towards a
great celebralion.

Finally, it was agreed that since Audrey Cahan is no
longer a menrber of lvlPRC, Claire McCutcheon be

invited to act as lrish represcntaiive to Council.
The next meeting is on the 2 I st October, il there are

any points any of you want to raise, please wrile to me.

Duncan ll. Brown
Secretary



MPRG Conference 1999
Building bridges: a multidisciplinary approach to
ceramic studies
T'he MPRG annual confierence will be held at
Sheffield over lwo days in May 1999.

'l'he aim is to promote collaboration and discussion
across regional, chronological and institutional
boundaries and stimulate fruitful dialogue. Delegates
and speakers will be encouraged from prehistoric,
Roman and medieval interest groups.

Leclures will broadly cover processing and
interpretation of ceramics from deposition to final

publication. Specific areas of discussion willfocus on
cross-regional fabric studies; fabric archives;
minimum standards of processing; methods of
inlerprelation including formation processes and
skeuomorphs; and new methods of communication
using the internet and virtual reality.

Visits will be arranged to view relevant sites and
ceramics.

Anyone wishing to contribute please contact Anne
Jenner (or leave a message) on 01207 529553 or 0l9l
28t 625t.

All individual members should by now have received
a copy of Medieval Ceramics Volume 20. lf not,
please contact us at the British Museum address on the
back page.

Volume 2l of the Journal is currently undergoing
final editing and proofs of part of it have already been
printed. lt should be out in the near future.

Medieval Ceramics

Regional Group Meetings
NW Region
The NWRMPRG held a meeting last December to
discuss recent work in the north-west and to consider
iroidirrg regtiiar meeiings once more. ii was a usefui
day, it was good to see pottery and people from
various parts of the region. People had the
opportunity to examine Manx granite tempered ware,
groups of medieval pottery found in Larrcaster and

Chester as well as kiln material from Cheshire. A talk
was given on the collections held by Liverpool
Museum and a progress report on lhe National
Bibliography was also given.

It was decided to hold meetings every six months
or so. lt is hoped that the next meeting will be in
Lancaster this summer. The nreeting will provide the
opporlunity to examine kiln material frorn Silverdale

Meetings and

European Associalion of Archaeologists
'l'he 1998 EAA Conference, on 23rd-271h September
1998, willhave three main themes, one of which is

'Archaeology and material culture: interpreting the
archaeological record'. This will include sessions on
such diverse topics as: Wining and dining; the
archaeology and socialhistory of the Table in post-

Ronran Europe; Urban archaeology; The archaeology
of wealth, prestige and value: processes and dynamics;
lnterpreting cultural identities in the archaeological
record; Spatial analysis: landscape and material
culture; Landscape and selllement archaeology; and
Burial analysis - new approaches. There are several
others, so send for details now! The final programme

)

Volume 22 is in preparation and several papers
have been submitted. However, the editors would like
to hear from anyone who has either a full paper or,
particularly, a short paper for inclusion in the
Compendiario section, as very few of the latter have
been submitted in recent years. Contact the Editors
care of the British Museum.

and Docker as well as to have a closer look at more
recently e{cavated medieval pottery from Lancaster.
Unfortunately, lhis meeling may already hove been
heici by the time you receive this - Ed.

lf you would like to be on the Group's mailing list,
please contact Julie Edwards, c/o Chester
Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester Cll I 2DD,
or email j.edwards@chestercc.gov. uk

Regional Groups Liaison
Chris Cumberpatch has recently taken over from
Beverley Nenk as Regional Group Liaison Officer.
Fle would like to receive any news about future
nreetings gr activities organised by regional groups.
Contact him at22 Tennyson Road, Lower Walkley,
Sheffield, 56 2WE. Tel./Fax 0l l4 23 I 005 I .

Conferences

is due at the end of August. Further details from Dept.
of Archaeology, GOteborg University, Box 200, SE-
405 30 Gtiteborg, Sweden. Tel. +46 3l 773 5 l8l,
(fax 5 I 82), email EAA-98@archaeology.gu.se, web
http ://www.trum. gu. se/-arkeaa

Finds Resbarch Group AD700-1700
The Autumn meeting of the FRG will be on the theme
of 'Riding into the Past' and will be spent examining
aspects of horse riding and horse equipment. lt will
be held at the Friends meeting [{ouse, Worcester on
26th October 1998. Further details from Derek
Hurst, Tel. 0l905 6l 1086,

t FRG nrembership is still only f,3 (€5 overseas).



Contact Katey Banks, The Potteries Museum,
Bethesda Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, STI 3DW,
Tel,01782 202173, Fax 01782 205033.

Majolica and glass: from ltaly to Antwerp and
bq,ond. The tronsfer of technologt in the l6th-early
lTth century.
This conference will be particularly concerned with
workshops for the production of luxury tablCwares
established by ltalians in Antwerp, and the diffusion
of this technology to other regions in North-Western
Europe. The place of majolica and glass within the

broader setting of the l6th century economic and
soiial developments and processes will also be

considered. Material from excavations in Antwerp
will be on display and there will be poster displays
and space for material brought by delegates. Papers

will be presented in English and French. The
conference will take place in Anrwerp on 3rd-Sth

June 1999, and the fee will be approximately 1500
BEF. For further information, or to offer a poster,
contact Stad Antwerpen, Arclreologie, Godefriduskaai
36, 8-2000 Antwerpen, Belgium. Tel/fax
+t32t3t232.92.08.

7 t h I nternational C onference on Mediterranean
Medieval Ceramics
Advance notice for this mid-October 1999
conference, to be held in Thessalonika. There are
three main themes: 'Between East and west:
Byzantine ceramics of 5th- l5th centuries', 'Centres of
production and modes of commercialisation', and
'Mahgreb between East and Wesl'. General interest
papers and posters will also be welcome. For further
details, contact AlECM2, l0 rue Mazarine, l3 100

Aix-en-Provence, France. Tel, 04 42 52 43 08, Fax. 04
42 52 43 78. The email is apparently temporarily
unavailable.

courses

3.10.98 lron Age and Roman pottery
Contact: Kent Archaeological trield School, School
Farm Oast, Graveney Road, Faversham, Tel. 0l8l 747
3683 or 0585 700 I I2.

Edilor's note:
lf you are running o course like lhese, please let me
know so lhat it can be includedlor the benefit of less
experienced members.

Ceramics

I 8-25.8.98 Early prehistoric pottery
Contact: Dept. of Continuing Education, Rewley
House, I Wellington Square, Oxford OX I 2JA, I'el.
0 r 865 270360.

l9-20.9.98 Prehistoric pottery
Contact: Centre for Continuirrg Education, University
of Sussex, Educational Development Building,
Falmer, Brighton BN I 9RG, 1'e1.01273 678527.

Exhibitions

European Exhibitions I 998
The newsletter of the Associalion Bourguignonne de
Recherches Ceramiques contains listings of no less

than 24 exhibitions with ceramic themes (nrostly post-

medieval) which are on show in France and ltaly this
year. Examples include 'Le pot de chambre en

fai'ence' at Badonviller;'Cdramiques architecturales:
cdramiques dans ma ville, cCramiques dans ma vie' at

Dieulefit (until end August); 'Terres d'industrie' at
Creusot (until October); and'Un gout d'ltalie:
cdramiques et cCramistes italiens en Provende du
Moyen-Age au XXe si0cle' at Frdjus (to lst October).
Those producing published catalogues are also noted,
together with costs and contact addresses. The
newsletter also lists several recent French and olher
European publ ications.

For a copy of the newsletter (No. 20, June 1998),
which is sent out three times ayeat, write to ABRC,
c/o MusCe archdologique, 5 rue Dr Maret, 2 1000

Dijon, France. Tel/fax 03 80 53 6l 71. email
Jean.Rosen@mom.fr. Subscription costs 130F.

Shoji Hamada: Master Pouer
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, August t998.
A loan exhibition of the work of this influential

Japanese artist (1894-1978). Universally recognised
as one of the century's greatest masters of the cra[t, he
worked with Bernard Leach in establishing the pottery
of St. lves in the 1920's.

Tiles from Easl qnd lVesl
Ashmolean Museum, Ox[ord, November 1998 io
January 1999.
'l'his special exhibition is a unique collaboration by the
Deparlments of Eastern Art, Western Art and
Antiquities at the Ashmolean Museum. lt brings
together tile art from 8th century BC Mesopotamia
through to l9th century industrial England, louching
along lhe way the Roman Empire, the lslamic world
including Spain, Northern French influences on the
medieval English paving tile, Renaissance ltaly and
Dutch tin glaze tiles.

There will be a study day on Tuesday 24th
Novemtrer to explore the cross-cultural splendours of
the three collections. A rich programme includes
lectures by museum staffand specialists in the
nroming, and a handling session in the afternoon,
looking at lslamic, Renaissance and English Delft
tiles, offering parlicipants a chance to follow
influences and compare styles and materials. Furlher



rlctails lr ottt I lte Asluttolcart l:drtcation Se rvice ,

llcarrrrrorrl Slreut, ()xlord ()Xl 2l'l l. Cust tl8.
Lirnitcd to 3(r participunts.

tlrt utul ('ttllurc of thc ('urolingiutt I'ariod
An cxhibition will be lrcld irr l'atlcrborn, (iermany, in
1999 lo lrrark lhe l200tlr anniversary oIan alliancc
hclwectt Clltarlcrnagne and l\rpc l.co lll which was

ncg,otialcd irt lhe latler's palacc al Pade rborn.
Accortlirrg to lhc prrblicity rrratcrial, tlris rneeting in

799 was a nronrcnlous cverrl wlriclr clranged the

spiriluirl arrrl political llrrdscape ol' l:urope.'l'lre
irrlcrrrirliorral exlribitiorr wlriclr will bc lre ld to celebrate
it, will iucludc aspecls ol'tlrc art, cullurc and history of
llrc period. lt will run liorn 23rd July lo lst

l'he MPRG Website and El\dail
'l'ltc Ml)l{G lras a tenrporary page courlcsy of Paul

Milcs' rvcbsite . lt conlairrs a copy of the inlbrrnation
in tlrc rre rvsleltcr, inlirrrrralion urr joining tlre group and

prrrclrlsirrg its prrblications, and lists of other re lcvanl
wcbsilcs arrd ccranric groups. You can visit it at

www.pnr ilcs.rlcrnon.co.uk/rrrprg.lrtrn.
'l'hc site also lisls crnail addrcsses for several

A Guide to the Classification of
Mcdicval Ceramic l'orms

'['lris llrst occasional papcr hns now been publishetl, so

prc-prrblicatiorr prices are rro longer applicable. l lre

new priccs ale as lbllows:

tJK Abrond
Ml'llc nrcrnber L32 .e33

Non-nrcrnber f35 f36

Wc rvoukl likt lo thank English llcril:tgc lirr lhc suhslattliitl grattl
rvhich thcl, contrihutcd torvartls thc lirrrtling ot'tlris publicatirrn.

x------------

Please send nle ............ copies.

llln,rrarrentbcr

I I I woultl also like to join MPRG and include a

menrbcrslrip fiec ol'a further f l0 (institutions f I 3)

Address:

I enclose a cheque (payable to MPRC) / I enclose an

exlra f2.50 to use Giro (ccp) account no. 16914 940,1,

Bootle, for f ............. All paynrents must be in
ste rling. Other forms of paynrent nrust include sums
to cover all bank charges.

Nanre:

Novenrber 1999, and will take place in several
nluseunrs and galleries across the city. Archaeological
material, works oIarl, jewellery, illuminated
nranuscripts, h istorical documenls and architeclural
nrodels will be on display. l"hemes will include the

Saxon Wars and F'rankish territorial expansion in tlte
late 8th century, gth century settlement in Westphalia,

tlte concept of imperial rule, ecclesiastical art and

arclritecture, and art and liturgy in the Carolingian
pcriod. Otrjects and arlelacts will be loaned front
nrajor collections in Cermany, ltaly, Irance, England

and the l.JSA. Further infonnation front Ausstellung
799 Cblt, Markt I7, D-31098 Paderborn, Cernrany.

1.e1. F49(0)5251 t25-400, fax 125-495, email
erzb. pb.nr us@t-on I ine.de

Council members. lnlormation for the nervsleller can

now be sent by ernail (see below for nry address), and

anylhing wlrich needs publicising belween ne wslellers
can be advertisetl on tlre web page.

Contact l'aul Miles c/o Oxford Arclraeological
Iinit, Jarrus I louse, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES,

l'el. 0 I 865 243 888, enrail rnprg@pnt iles.denron.co.uk

New Books
I

La:; l;uiattccr itls de I' A nrerruis.
Cii;;;i!!c I'cilcl
l,tlitions rlc I'Arrnanqon, 1998, 128 pugcs, 110 illirsttations, 195F.

l'lre first large study of,this rnaterial takes a global
approach, using archive research, archaeological
rnaterial, scientific analysis and inverrtories of public
arrtl privale col lections.

Contributions
l'lcasc scntl tll contribulions - lcllcrs, nc\vs ort your current
pnriccts, irrlorrnation on training arrd tucetings, slrort book
rcvicrvs, arlrvork clc. - lo:

Srrc Andcrson
lvl l'lt(i Assislant Sccrctary
cfu SulTolk C.C. Archacology Servicc,
Shire llull, lltll{Y S'l'. Dl)MtlNDS, lPll 2Alt
'l'c1. 01284 152446, Ijax 352443.

crnai I : suc. antlerson(@ct. su l'[ol kcc. gov. u k

Copy date flor next issue: mirl-November.

All olhcr correspondence
(including changes oIaddress and qucries rcgarding
nrcrnbership) should be addressed to:

Medieval l'ottery Research Group,
c/o [)cpt. ol Medieval and l.atcr Antiquitics,
Ilritish Museurn,
I,ONDON WCIB 3DG.

iIPRG Reg. Charity No. l0l85l3


