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Museum. The Secretary reported that the Society
for Medieval Archaeology had expressed a wish
to formalise links with the MPRG by inviting a

member of Council to attend at least one of their
own Council meetings annually. The MPRG
Council happily accepted this invitation and await
further details. The Secretary had also responded

to the English Heritage Reseurch Agenda
document in a rush to meet the lst September

deadline. He has also been sent another
publication from Barcelos, Portugal, which is now

in the Group's library at the British Museum.
The new Treasurer, Bob Will, reported a healthy

balance to our accounts, although he is

experiencing difficulty in getting the accounts

changed from Lincoln to Edinburgh.

The Editorial Committee reported progress on

Volume 20 of Medieval Cersmics, which should
be out before Christmas. It is hoped that Volume
2l will be out in the Spring of 1998, but the

refereeing process which submitted papers now go

through has unavoidably slowed things down and

members may have to get used to a regular winter
appearance of the journal. We ask for your
forbearance in this matter. Progress on all the

forthcoming Occasional Papers, A Guide to the
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Minimum Standards, lpswich Ware, and

Trondheim Redwares was reported. The Guide
should be the first to appear, hopefully before
Christmas. There was some discussion of the fact
that the last Newsletter was not sent out in good

time to give notice of certain advertised meetings.

The fault for this lies with the Secretary who has

to get the Newsletter printed, put it in envelopes,

stick the stamps and post it. Sometimes this takes

a while and I apologise for the slip-up last time. I
would advise the organisers of meetings to
advertise two Newsletters in advance if they can.

Victoria Buteux reported that she is busy lining up
speakers for next year's one-day conference at the

Museum of London - details should be enclosed

with your Newsletter.

After much discussion, Council decided to hold a
one-day meeting in 1999 as well, leaving the way
clear for a three-day extravaganza in the year

2000, which will also be part of our 25th
anniversary celebrations. One other reason for
organising a one-day meeting in 1999 is that the

Group has been invited to participate in a
conference in Denmark in the autumn of that
year, and we willbe encouraging members to



makc the cffort to attend. Furthcr details wrll
appear in the Newslctter whcn they become

available.

The next Council meeting is on the l lth
February. lf any membcrs wish matters to be

Meetings and

Society for Post Medieval Archaeologt and
Northern Ceramic Society Joinl Conference
A three day meeting will be held in Stoke-on-Trent
on Friday 24thto Sunday 26th April 1998, on

the subject 'Recent work in ceramic history and

archaeology'. Further details from Society for
Post Medieval Archaeology, clo Deborah Ford,
Archaeology Section, City Museum and Art
Gallery, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, STI 3DW, Tel.
0t782 232323.

Finds Research Group 4D700-1700
The Spring meeting of the FRG will be on the

theme of 'Religious sites, religious artefacts'. It
will be hosted by Guildford Museum on27th
April 1998. Finds from Newark Priory and other
Surrey religious establishments will be on show,

and papers on Flixborough and London will be
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Mould, Christmas Cottage, Choseley, Docking,
Kings Lynn, PE31 8PQ Tel.01485 512443..

3I st International Convention on Ceramics

This Italian conference will be held on 29th-31st
May 1998 at Albisola, on the theme of 'The
Iberian Peninsula and Italy: relation-ships and

influences in ceramic production from the

medieval period to the 17th century'. Sessions

raised please contact the Secretary via the British
Museum.

Duncan H. Brown
Secretary

Conferences

will include 'Spanish ceramics in Italy and their
influence on local production', 'Influence of
Ligurian and Italian ceramics on Spanish
production', and historico-economic problems

conceming circulation and trade in Spanish
ceramics'. Offers of papers should be made by
l0th March. For further details contact Prof.
Carlo Varaldo, Centro Ligure per la Storia della
Ceramica, Civico Museo Storico Archeologico,
Fortezzadel Priamirr, C.so Mazzini l, 17100

Savona, Italy.

7 th I nte r nati onal C onfe r enc e on Me di t e r rane an
Medieval Ceramics
Advance notice for this mid-October 1999

conference, to be held in Thessalonika, has

recently been sent out. Proposals for papers were
requested by the end ofJuly 1997 ifpossible, but
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There are three main themes: 'Between East and

west: Byzantine ceramics of 5th-l5th centuries',
'Centres of production and modes of commercial-
isation', and 'Mahgreb between East and West'.
General interest papers and posters will also be

welcome. For further details, contact AIECM2,
10 rue Mazarine, 13100 Aix-en-Provence, France.

Tel. 42 64 37 65, Email lamm@aixup.univ-aix.fr

Training Courses andDay Schools

P o tte ry Handli ng Se s si on

Guildford Museum's Voluntary Excavation Unit
will be running two handling sessions of all the

material from the Famborough Hill Kilns (c.1400-

1600) excavated between 1967-72. The sessions

are on Sat. 31st January or Sun. 1st February
1998, from lOam to 5pm, and will be held at

Salter's, Guildford Museum Annexe in Castle

Street. The fee is f,5 to include sandwiches and a

glass of wine. If you would like to attend, send a

cheque payable to Guildford Borough Council,
together with an SAE, stating which day you will
attend. Contact Guildford Museum Voluntary

Excavation Unit, Guildford Museum, Castle
Arch, Guildford, GUI 3SX, Tel. 01483 444752.

The Medieval Potter in the Community
This weekend course, on 14th-15th March 1998

will consider the relationship between the potters'
production, the customers and their needs. One of
a series ofpractical and professional courses run
by Oxford University Department of Continuing
Education. Cost from f46.50 (non-residential

without meals) to f,96.50 (full board). Contact
Marie Bryan, OUDCE, I Wellington Square,

Oxford OXI 2JA.



Bickley Ceramics Project goes Greek

The 17th Annual Bickley Ceramic Project
took place in Somerset in August. Begun by
Oliver Kent and David Dawson in 1981, the
ongoing project combines the skills of potters
and archaeologists to explore the techniques
of historical ceramics.

After spending a number of years working on
the kilns excavated at Barnstaple in the late
80s, and the firing of lead glazes in reducing
conditions, the project has switched focus to
colloidal slips. This emerged from re-reading
Joseph Noble's book, The Techniques of
Painted Attic Pottery, which defines the
reduction conditions needed to pursuade red
colloidal slips to go black whilst leaving the
exposed vessel body red. The firing cycle
described is very similar to that necessary to
produce reduction effects with lead glazes.

Noble's work was entirely laboratory based.

How might it be done in a simple updraught
kiln This seems a useful objective both for
its own sake and because it would aid the
development of a greater understanding of the
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A staged approach has been made to the
problem of establishing a suitable kiln and

firing type. First attempts - putting the slips
through a normal earthenware reduction firing
in a 'soft top' kiln built in 1994 - had little
or no effect. This summer, the kiln has been

adapted with a solid clay dome modelled on
the ancient Greek drawings illustrated in
Noble and in Daniel Rhodes' Kilns. First
attempts to fire it were inhibited by torrential
rain and were inconclusive. This summer's
storms led to some curious experimental
archaeology. Freeing Mercedes trucks and

Land Rovers from muddy fields and tracks
undoubtedly has its historical precedents. A
second firing in better conditions allowed the

establishment of heavily reducing conditions
at temperatures from 800-900"C. The
resulting pots were sufficiently successful to
allow a sense of progress in the right
direction. The red/brown/black results

suggested some of the earlier Greek wares
rather than Noble's fine Attic vessels. Some

workshop-based work will follow using the
experience and a gas-fired kiln. A tentative
conclusion might be that whilst the reduced

lead glazed wares of medieval and post
medieval Europe used the inherent tendancy
of the simplest types of updraught kiln to
reduce, the same is not true of the earlier
colloidal slip-decorated wares, or for that
matter Roman greywares, which require more
specific kiln designs and greater degrees of
control and firing management.

Visitors this year have included John Hurst,
John Allan and Bob Croft. Doug Hanson of
Cornell College, Iowa, who was in many

ways instrumental in initiating the first efficrts
in 1981, gave a lecture on his work with
contemporary potters in Nicaragua. Doug is

a leading member of a charity called 'Potters
for Peace', which has worked for over ten
years in Nicaragua to help potters recover
from the effects of political instability. In
attempting to provide help, they have become
increasingly aware of, and sensitive to, the
soeial an<l or.ganisational structrrres and
practices of the potters they have worked
with

Oliver Kent and David Dawson gave a paper
on the subject of low temperature reduction
firing and their work on the Barnstaple kilns
at the British Museum Dept. of Scientific
Research conference Ceramic Technology
and Production inNovember. They may be

contacted c/o The Bickley Ceramics Project,
6 Bayswater Avenue, Westbury Park, Bristol
856 7NS



The first MPRG Occasional Paper, A Guide
to lhe Classification of Medieval Ceramic
Forms, which was advertised on the back of
the last newsletter, has been unavoidably

Ceramic Forms Guide

New Book

delayed due to the heavy workload of the
editors. Ifyou have already sent in an order,
don't worry, you should be receiving your
copy by the end ofthe year.

Not"srt much a pot, more away o/ lfe.
Current approaches to artefact analysis in
archaeoloSgt.

Chris Cumberpatch and Paul Blinkhorn (Eds.)
Oxbow Monograph 83, 199'7, A4, 162 pages, f,24.
Publisher: Oxbow Books, Park End Place, Oxford,
oxl IHN

Not so much a pot, more a way of lfe is a
collection of ten papers primarily concerned
with the interpretation of pottery in
archaeology. While it covers a broad
geographical and temporal span (from the
Mesolithic / Neolithic transition in Italy to
contemporary Peru and Bolivia), it contains
several papers ofdirect interest to those
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those by Elizabeth Musgrave, Duncan Brown,
Chris Cumberpatch and Paul Blinkhorn.

Contributors and contents:
Penelope Allison - Why do excavation reports

have finds'catalogues

Kevrn Andrews - From ceramic finishes to modes
of production: Iron Age finewares from central
France

Paul Blinkhorn - Habitus, social identity and
Anglo-Saxon pottery

Duncan Brown - The social meaning of imported
pottery in Saxon and medieval Southampton

Chris Cumberpatch - Towards a
phenomenological approach to the study of
medieval pottery

Karen Meadows - Much ado about nothing. the
social context of eating and drinking in early
Roman Britain

Elizabeth Musgrave - The pottery industries of the
Saintonge region of western France 1250 - 1750
AD

Mark Pluciennik - Historical, geographical and
anthropological imaginations: early ceramics in
souiircm itaiy

Bill Sillar - Reputable pots and disreputable
potters. Individualand community choice of raw
materials and techniques in present day pottery
production and exchange in the south central
Andes

Ann Woodward and Paul Blinkhorn - Size is
important: Iron Age vessel capacities in central
and southern England

#**###**
Contributions

Please send all contributions - letters, news
on your current projects, information on
training and meetings, short book reviews,
artwork etc. - to:

Sue Anderson
MPRG Assistant Secretary
c/o Suffolk C.C. Archaeology Service
Shire Hall
BURY ST EDMUNDS, IP33 2AR
Tel 01284352446, Fax 352443

All other correspondance (including
changes ofaddress) should be addressed to:

Medieval Pottery Research Group
c/o Dept. of Medieval and Later Antiquities
British Museum
LONDON WCIB 3DG

MPRG Reg. Charity No. 1018513.


