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Editorial

Welcome to the new look MPRG Newsletter. As you may know, Julie Edward’s term of office
as Assistant Secretary came to an end with the last AGM, and the post has now been taken over
by myself. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of members, to thank Julie for all the
work she has put into the Group over the past five years particularly with regard to the
newsletter, which I personally have always enjoyed reading. With this in mind, I would like to
reassure readers that although the format has changed slightly, I shall not be making any major
changes to the content of the newsletter. However, I am interested to hear about members’
research or current projects for inclusion in a new ‘People’ section, and short book reviews or
information about new publications, training courses and conferences would also be welcomed.

Sue Anderson
Assistant Secretary

Council News

Council met on 12th June at the British
Museum. This was the first meeting
following the AGM and included new
Council members Sue Anderson and John
Cotter; so welcome to them. The Secretary
reported that following the successful AGM
at Worcester, he is redrafting the Group’s
Constitution. This will be sent to the
Charity Commissioners and then published in
Medieval Ceramics. The Secretary was
asked to communicate with the Secretary of
the Society for Medieval Archaeology
concerning possible means of collaboration.
This has been a product of our response to
the English Heritage document, Frameworks

for our Past.

The Editorial Committee report seems to be
lengthening with every meeting as we take
on new projects. Progress on the
forthcoming Occasional Papers — 4 Guide
to the Classification of Medieval Ceramic
Forms, the Minimum Standards document,
Ipswich Ware and Trondheim Redwares
was reported as well as the usual update on
Medieval Ceramics and the Newsletter.
There was a fair amount of discussion about
the publication of the Bibliography. It was
felt that dissemination by means of computer
diskettes was a good option but that it might




also be necessary to provide some form of
hard copy. It is certainly good to see this
project nearing fruition, and congratulations
must go to Peter Davey and David Higgins.

Victoria Buteux also receives
congratulations for organising an excellent
conference at Worcester. The context, the
accommodation and the social organisation
were all excellent. Sadly, Victoria feels that,
with her recent family commitments, she
cannot take on another three-day conference
and 1s standing down at the next AGM. Any
volunteers for the post of conference
organiser please contact the Secretary.

The planning of the Group’s 25th
anniversary celebrations has been put in
the hands of a working party, headed by
George Haggerty with Julie Edwards. If any
members are interested in helping out, please
contact George via the British Museum
address (see back page).

The next Council meeting will be on 30th
October. If any members wish matters to be
raised please contact the Secretary.

Duncan H. Brown
Secretary

Regional Groups

SEMPER

There will be an Autumn meeting of
SEMPER on Monday 22nd September at
Cressing Temple, near Braintree, Essex.
The theme will be ‘Essex Medieval
Redwares: their characteristics and
distribution’. Important local wares from
Mill Green, Hedingham and Colchester, as
well as evidence for medieval pottery
production at Harlow, will be discussed.
Speakers include John Cotter, Wally Davey

and Helen Walker, and there will also be
short contributions from other specialists
working in the region. Examples of the
main local wares will be laid out for
viewing.

For further details, contact Helen Walker,
Essex County Council Field Archaeology
Group, 3B Montrose Road, Dukes Park
Industrial Estate, Chelmsford CM2 6TE.
Tel. 01245 461290.

Meetings and Conferences

Archaeological Leather Group

A meeting will be held on the subject of
‘Finds concealed in buildings’, at the
Museum of London on 17th September.
Further details from Quita Mould, Christmas
Cottage, Choseley, Docking, Kings Lynn,
PE31 8PQ.

Finds Research Group AD700-1700

The Autumn meeting of the FRG is on the
subject of ‘Recycling and Re-use’. It will be
held in the University Library Seminar
Room, University of Leicester, on Monday
27th October. Further details from Deidre
O’Sullivan, School of Archaeological

Studies, University of Leicester, Leicester,
LE1 7RH. Tel. 0116 252 2607. email:
dmo@leicester.ac.uk

Medieval Furope 1997

The international conference will be held in
Brugge, Belgium, 1st to 4th October.
Themes include urbanism, exchange and
trade, art and symbolism, rural settlements,
technology and organisation, material
culture and more. Further details from
Medieval Europe 1997, Instituut
Archeologisch Patrimonium, Doornveld 1,
Bus 30, B-1731 Asse-Zellik, Belgium. Tel.
+32 2 463 1333, Fax +32 2 463 1951.



Exhibition

Pottery in the Making: world ceramic
traditions.

3rd July - 31st December 1997.
Museum of Mankind, London.

The exhibition covers pottery production
from earliest times to the present industrial
mass production, and consists of 31 case
studies by specialist curators. The displays
include material from Europe, Asia, Africa
and South America covering, for example,

mesolithic Japan, ancient Greece and Rome,
imperial China, Renaissance Italy, and
modern West Africa and Gujurat. Results
of new research into previously unknown
manufacturing techniques are also
presented. The exhibition draws upon
archaeological, ethnographic, documentary
and pictorial sources for its displays, and
there will be a series of live pottery
demonstrations on Saturdays throughout the
run of the exhibition.

New Books

Pots et Potiers en Rhone-Alpes
E. Faure-Boucharlat, T. Vichard, B.

Maccari-Poison and S. Savay-Guerraz
Documents d’Archéologie en Rhone-Alpes, 1996,
315 pages, paperback, £26. ISBN 2906190160.

An interdisciplinary study of 12th-18th
century pottery from the area, including
production methods and distribution.

Ateliers de potiers mediévaux en Bretagne

Frangois Fichet de Clairfontaine (ed.)
Documents d’Archéologie Frangaise vol. 55, 1996,
165 pages, paperback £25. ISBN 2735106314.

Ten studies of medieval pottery in Brittany,
including individual sites, wares from two

MPRG Publication

The first MPRG Occasional Paper, 4 Guide
to the Classification of Medieval Ceramic
Forms, will be available shortly. Please see
the back page for further details.

Medieval Ceramics

Latest news on Medieval Ceramics Volume
20 is that it has been delayed due to the very
heavy workload of the editors, but should be
out before the end of the year.

Carolingian and two medieval production
centres, 15th century documentary sources,
archaeomagnetic dating and ceramic
petrology.

Zur Regionalitdt der Keramik des

Mittelalters und der Neuzeit
Rudolf Habelt, 1995, 322 pages, hardback £34.95.
ISBN 377492643X.

Papers from a 1993 symposium in
Westphalia, including regional pottery
studies, ornamental decoration, decorative
tiles and terminology. Covers pottery from
Westphalia and the wider region from
Slovakia to the North Sea.
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The first in a series of Occasional Papers by the
Medieval Pottery Research Group

A Guide to the Classification
of Medieval Ceramic Forms

Featuring: lists, definitions and illustrations of most
forms of ceramic vessel made from the end of the Roman
period’ to the 17th century. It describes over 500 vessel
forms and recommends terms to describe component parts
of a pot such as handles, rims, spouts. This Guide will be
invaluable for all those studying pottery or working with
archaeological assemblages.

Format: 2 vols each 23cm x 20cm
Binding: loose leaf, 2-ring, PVC covers
Extent: 512pp, 550 figures.
ISBN 095061052 6

Prices: UK Abroad
MPRG member £24 £25
non-member  £26.50 £27.50
incl. p&p by surface mail;
air rates on request.

Please send orders to:
MPRG Classification
c/o Dept. of Medieval
and Later Antiquities
British Museum
LONDON WCIB 3DG

Available from September 1997,

Please send me .......... copies.

D I am a member

D I would also like to join MPRG and include a member -
ship fee of a further £10 (£13 for institutions)

Name:
Address:

I enclose a cheque (payable to MPRG) / I enclose an extra
£2.50 to use Giro (ccp) account no. 16914 9404, Bootle,

for £........... All payments must be in sterling. Other forms

of payment must include sums to cover all bank charges.
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Forthcoming Publication

German Stoneware 1200-1900

David Gaimster

British Museum Press, October 1997, 488 pages,
40 colour and 425 monochrome illustrations,
hardback, £45.

ISBN 0 7141 0541 6.

This volume is billed as ‘the most
comprehensive single volume about this
highly collectible pottery including
stoneware from the British Museum, V &
A and Museum of London’. It will
include sections on the history of
collecting and research, stoneware
production in medieval and early modern
Germany, the international stoneware
trade, stoneware as a utilitarian and social
medium, ‘pots, prints and propaganda’,
armorials on German stoneware, and a
catalogue of the industries and production
centres. The appendices include scientific
analysis (provenance and glazes), Rhenish
stoneware from dated shipwrecks, and
typological charts and maps.

Contributions

Please send all contributions — letters,
news on your current projects,
information on training and meetings,
short book reviews, artwork etc. — to:

Sue Anderson
MPRG Assistant Secretary
*¢/o Suffolk C.C. Archaeology Service
Shire Hall
BURY ST. EDMUNDS 1P33 2AR
Tel. 01284 352446, Fax 352443.

Next issue copy date: mid November.

All other correspondance (including changes of
address) should be sent to:
Medieval Pottery Research Group,
c/o Dept. of Medieval and Later
Antiquities, British Museum,
LONDON WCIB 3DG.

MPRG Reg. Charity No. 1018513.



