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COUNCIL NEWS

Council met on the 30th January at the British
Museum. The Secretary reported that he had
replied to the National Museum of Ukrainian
Ceramics in Opishne, sending two issues of the
Newsletter and offering an exchange of journals.
He has recently had a positive reply and the
MPRG library may soon be housing copies of
Ukrainian Ceramics. The Treasurer reported
that the annual audit of the Group’s accounts
should be completed by the end of March. He is
also investigating setting up a credit card account
for the Group, which will help overseas members
to make payments. The Editorial Committee
reported that Medieval Ceramics 20 should be
out in May. The Classification of Medieval
Pottery Forms will be the first in our series of
Occasional Papers, its cover is being designed by
Graham Reed, who does the covers for Medieval
Ceramics. Lorraine Mepham will organise its
distribution and Julie Edwards the marketing.
Hopefully copies will be available at the
Worcester conference, but it will be.a close run
thing. The second Occasional Paper will be Paul
Blinkhorn’s Ipswich Ware report, and it is hoped
that editing will begin on that shortly. Progress is
also being made with other publications, our
Minimum Standards and the Trondheim
Redwares.

The Meetings Secretary opened discussion of the
arrangements for next year’s one-day confer-
ence. It was decided to find a venue in London,
preferably the Museum of London. After much
discussion the theme of Saxon and Norman
pottery, AD600 to 1200 was agreed. Alan Vince
reported on behalf of the English Heritage
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Implementation Committee. With work on a
gazetteer of production sites about to begin the
Committee feels that most of the nationally
relevant recommendations of Medieval Ceramic
Studies in England have been addressed. There
remain those which the regional groups can take
forward and there will be a note on these in the
next Newsletter.

Next on the agenda was the Group's 25th anniver-
sary and it was suggested that a working party be
formed to plan and realise the celebratory events
(see below).

The next Council meeting is scheduled for the
12th June, if any members wish to raise points
for discussion, please contact the Secretary by
writing to him c/o Dept of Medieval and Later
Antiquities, British Museum.

Finally, a further reminder that the Group’s

| AGM will be held at Worcester on the 13th

May 1997. Constitutional changes are to be
proposed and it is vital that we are quorate,
please make every effort to attend.

Duncan H. Brown, Secretary.

¥F BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS ! %%

As reported in Newsletter no 25 the year 2000 will
be the groups 25th anniversary, in order to plan
events to mark the occasion a working party is to
be formed. If you would like to be a part of that
group please contact the Secretary before the
Worcester conference, where further announce-
ments will be made.



REGIONAL GROUPS

North West - after a good rest NWMPRG is
waking up and reassembling itself into ceramic
form! It is hoped that a meeting can be arranged
for autumn/winter of this year to review recent
work and to discuss the organisation and future
activities of the group. The mailing list was last
updated a few years ago so I am trying to find out
who is still interested in belonging to, or joining,
the group. If you are working in the north west
or have an interest in the ceramics of the region
and would like to take part in the group’s activi-
ties please send a stamped addressed envelope
to: Julie Edwards, c/o Chester Archaeology, 27
Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD or an email
address to j.edwards@chestercc.gov.uk . The
Newsletter will of course carry details of the
meeting when it has been arranged.

TRAINING
A number of very successful training courses in
pottery fabric analysis (Ceramic Fabrics: a guide
to inclusions and descriptions) have been run by
English Heritage in conjunction with the Univer-
sity of Southampton. If there is still sufficient
demand it may be possible to repeat the courses in
the future, so if you missed out before and would
like the chance to attend the course please write to:
Sarah Jennings,
CAS,
Fort Cumberland,
Fort Cumberland Road,
Eastney,
PORTSMOUTH PO4 9LD

THE COMPLETION OF THE MPRG
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Stage 2 of the project has been completed. A report
was submitted to HBMC, and accepted in early
March. Agreement has been reached now to
proceed to Stage 3.

In Stage 2 all the remaining major national jour-
nals were searched and all of the existing
proformas entered into the computer. The
computer-based bibliography now consists of
9,521 entries, covering the whole of the British
Isles including the Isle of Man and the Channel

Islands. A master list has been constructed,
showing that some 206 journal titles have been
searched, with entries ranging in date from 1840
to 1996. Since 1980 64 individual compilers have
been involved.

Stage 3 will consist of a number of elements.
Some further searching of local journals will be
carried out in order to bring the coverage of a
number of ‘deprived’ areas up to the standards of
the rest of the bibliography. In particular, East
Anglia and the English Midlands are under-
represented. Special attention will also be given
to making sure that the bibliography has a rea-
sonable coverage of available books and mono-
graphs. Where feasible, an attempt will be made
to load some of the individual bibliographies
which have been contributed by MPRG members.
Inputting errors, formatting problems and issues
of internal consistency will be addressed at this
stage, by means of a thorough-going edit of the
whole data-base. It is hoped to complete Stage 3
by the end of December 1997.

A final “publication” phase will then follow
which will consist of a number of linked ele-
ments. First, following further consultations, a
decision will be made about the long-term means
of access to the Bibliography. Dependent on the
method or methods agreed upon, a full user-guide
will be prepared. In order to make as many
people as possible aware of the bibliography and
its potential, a substantive paper will be offered
to Medieval Ceramics and shorter notes will be
prepared for national and local journals. Finally,
plans will be brought forward for the long-term
maintenance of the bibliography. It is hoped to
complete the “publication” phase before the end
of 1998.

P.J. Davey, Department of Archaeology,
University of Liverpool.
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Don't forget to return the questionnaires sent out
with the last newsletter |
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PUBLICATIONS
A twelth-century pottery kiln at Pound Lane,
Canterbury. Evidence for an immigrant potter in
the late Norman period, by John Cotter. This
report describes the only kiln found within the city
of Canterbury. The kiln appears to have been
worked by a continental potter, perhaps a Norman,
and the degree of continental influence exhibited
by the wares is practically unique among contem-
porary English pottery industries. See the enclosed
flier for more information and the special pre-
publication price offer.

Paperback. A4, 124 plates, 69 figures.
ISBN 1 870545 07 9. Published by Canterbury
Archaeological Trust. Price £9.95 (+ £1.00 p&p).

CONFERENCES
Pot in Use: the Study of the Material Culture
of Consumer Sites. MPRG annual conference
and AGM - don’t forget to book for what prom-
ises to be a very good conference in Worcester
from 12th - 14th May 1997. Details were sent out
with the last newsletter.

Transport and Storage Containers from the
Late Antique to the Late Medieval. This is the
30th international ceramics conference of the
Centro Ligure per la Storia della Ceramica and
will be held in Albisola (Savona - Italy) from
15th - 17th May 1997. The themes of the con-
ference will be the typology and circulation of
transport containers (amphorae) and storage
containers (jars etc) produced in the Mediterra-
nean area from the late antique to the late medi-
eval. Itis expected that contributions to the
conference will offer a synthesis or explore
specific problems. For more information please
contact:
dott. Fabrizio Benente
vico Lavagna 3/10
16123 Genova - Italy
T0039-10-280851

prof. Carlo Varaldo
Museo Archeologico del Priamar
C.so Mazzini 1
17100-Savona - Italy
B'0039-19-822708

(But don’t forget to attend the MPRG AGM
before you go!)

For those of us that can’t attend this conference
the papers will eventually be published as A#ti del
XXX Covegno Internazionale della Ceramica.
Twenty-six volumes in this series have so far been
published; information of other publications will
hopefully appear in future editions of the Newslet-
ter. One of the libraries in England which takes
this journal is at Royal Holloway college where
they can be consulted or borrowed via the inter-
library loan system.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 1997 BRUGGE
1 - 4 October 1997

As in York five years ago this conference prom-
ises a wide ranging selection of topics with
papers from all over Europe. Four of the eleven
proposed sections contain papers dealing specifi-
cally with various aspects of ceramic studies.
These occur in Exchange and Trade; Religion
and Belief; Material Culture: Production and
Consumption; Method and Theory in Historical
Archaeology. The subjects are diverse in range
and provenance, the papers are too numerous to
list all of them here but topics include: late medi-
eval and early modern ceramics in central France,
pottery as a reflection of the movement of people
in 14th century eastern Europe, size and func-
tion of later medieval pottery in north central
Italy, alocal potter’s workshop at Einbeck, Lower
Saxony, medieval ceramics of Greece, Flemish
tiles in the north of England, use of pipe-clay




figurines and plaques in Antwerp, light and the
culture of colour in medieval pottery, Spanish
ceramics from the bay of Cadiz, early brickwork
in Normandy.

Other attractions include bookstalls, free entry
to museums and monuments belonging to the
City of Bruges, a concert of ancient music, as
well as various displays. A discussion forum on
‘Interdisciplinarity and Integration’ will also be
held.

The closing date for bookings is 15th September
1997 but if you want to be sure of accommoda-
tion this must be booked before 30th April 1997.
For a copy of the provisional programme, confer-
ence and hotel booking forms please write, fax or
e-mail:

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 1997 BRUGGE
Institute voor het Archeologisch Patrimonium
Doornveld 1,

Bus 30 B-1731 ASSE-ZELLIK (Belgium)
T 3224631333
Fax 322463 19 51
email: guy.deboe@ping.be

Ceramic Technology and production - until
the industrial revolution - 20-22 November
1997. This conference, organised by the Depart-
ment of Scientific Research at the British Mu-
seum, is to coincide with an exhibition due to
be held at the Museum of Mankind from July to
December 1997 - Pottery in the Making. The
meeting will explore the relationships between
the skills of the artisan, the demands of the
consumer and the availability of resources. For
further information please contact: Department of
Scientific Research, The British Museum, London
WC1  3DG. Fax: 0171-323-8276;

email: M. Williams@british-museum.ac.uk .

GLASS NEWS
The third issue of Glass News, the newsletter of
the Association for the History of Glass, will be
available during the Spring. Glass News contains
information about current research, exhibitions,
conferences and literature in glass studies, in-
cluding archaeological, analytical and historical

work. Our subscription membership now num-
bers almost 200 with subscribers as far afield as
Australia and South Africa - but archaeologists
are, unfortunately, conspicuously absent among
this number. I would like to remind you all,
therefore, that for just £3 pounds you will receive
issues 2 (Winter 96), 3 (Spring 97) and 4 (Winter
97). Cheques should be made payable to ‘The
Association for the History of Glass’ and sent to
John Clark, Subscription Secretary AHG, c¢/o
Museum of London, London Wall, London
EC2Y 5HN. Please note if you would like a free
copy of the first issue (Spring 96).

John Shepherd

THANKS TO .......

Canterbury Archaeological Trust for sponsoring
this issue of the Newsletter. This is the first
Newsletter to be commercially printed so we
need more than ever to help production and post-
age costs by seeking sponsorship. The Newsletter
reaches a large number of individuals and organi-
sations in the British Isles, the Continent and a
smaller number worldwide so it's an ideal way of
telling lots of people about new publications etc
either with fliers or notes in the Newsletter. So if
you've something ceramic you want to publicise
please contact the Newsletter editor.

* NEW NEWSLETTER EDITOR x
Sue Anderson will take over editing and produc-
tion of the Newsletter when I retire from Council

at the AGM. Please send all information for the
Newsletter to Sue at:

Suffolk County Council Archaeology Service,
Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 2AR.
T (1284 352446

Thanks to everyone who has sent in info for the
Newsletter, keep up the good work. As this is the last
Newsletter I'll produce I'd also like to thank Sarah
Jennings, Charlie Murray and Duncan Brown who
have/ had the onerous tasks of photocopying and/or
mailing hundreds and hundreds of newsletters as well as
offering me help and advice. Thank you also to Chester
Archaeology for the use of their computer equipment.

Julie Edwards

The next Newsletter is due out in August and
the deadline for contributions is:

11th July 1997.



