
MPRG
I\E,WS
LH,TTE,R
Newsletter no. 26 December 1996

REPORT FROM COUNCIL
The Council met on the 31st October at the

British Museum. The Secretary's report noted
an invitation from the National Museum of
Ukrainian Ceramics in Opishne to establish
links between our two groups. I wili certainly
follow this up. The Treasurer reported healthy
finances but there is concern about his repiace-

ment. Paul Miles has done a magnificent job for
us but sadly he retires at the next AGM. Any
volunteers? The Editorial Committee reported
that despite problems with this year's Medieval
Ceramics,the next number should be published
in tirne tbr tiie AGM anci three-day meetir:g at

Worcester in May. They have also been busy
with the Classification of Medieval Ceramic
Forms which will be the first in our series of
Occasional Papers. Negotiations are still under
way with English Heritage, who are funding this
momentous document but we are hoping to pub-
iish next year. Council also discussed the

dissemination of the MPRG Bibliography.
Cataloguing the data should be completed early in
l99l and now we need to consider how to make

the bibliography available whether in printed

form or on computer disk. (see page 3)

Victoria Buteux, the meetings secretary, reported

on the arrangements for next year's conference at

Worcester. She has put together, with Maureen

Mellor, an attractive programme which includes
visits to local sites and sights as well as some

excellent conference sessions; I hope this will be

one of our best attended conferences for some

years. The working party which has been putting
together a document on minimum standards for
the processing and publication of medieval
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pottery are finalising a draft for circulation among
Council members in the New Year. T1iis will be

another Occasional Paper ( perhaps not so occa-

sional at the momentl). Alan Vince reported on

behalf of the English Heritage Implementation
Committee which has been considering a gazetteer

of production sites, as recommended in Medieval
Ceramic Studies in England Once compiled this
will probably be lodged at the British Museum.

but MPRG Council expressed interest in helping
to update and manage it.

Bci'uil-y lie ;iii has rcc.:i','c.j no jcsp()nsc 'ir; t1:,-

request in the last Newsletter for ideas to cel-

ebrate our 25th anniversary in the year 2000

(shame on you). Council is pursuing the notion
of a set of touring exhibitions as well as a

celebratory conference. Any Other Business

included a discussion of Frameworks for our Past

an English Heritage document by Adrian
Olivier. This bemoans the lack of a common aim

in much of the research programmes in English
archaeology. MPRG are to respond positively,

stating our interest in taking part, even initiating.
multi-disciplinary proj ects.

Finally, a reminder that the Group's AGM
will be held at Worcester on the 13th May
'i.997. Constitutional changes are to be pro-
posed and it is vital that we are quorate,
please make every effort to attend.

At the same meeting the Treasurer and the
Assistant Secretary retire, as well as two
Ordinary Members of Council. lf you feel you
have anything to offer the Group in any



capacity please contact the Secretary via the
British Museum. We need you!

Duncan H. Brown, Secretary

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS VOL. 19

There has breen a longer delay than reported
in the last newsletter (August 1996) but the
volume will soon be winging its way to you, if
it's not already with you!

REGIONAL GROUPS
West Midlands - apologies from Stephanie

Ratkai , the proposed meeting on Chilvers Coton

has not yet taken place. Rest assured the group

has not vanished. Stephanie hopes that a meet-

ing can be arranged sometime next year and will
contact WMPRG members at the appropriate

time. She still has everyone's stamped ad-

dressed envelopes. Anyone else who wishes to

be informed of the group's future activities
should send a sae to Stephanie at Hereford and

Worcester County Archaeological Service,

Tolladine Road, Worcester WR4 9NB.

WANTED ! NEW COUNCIL MEMBER.S

Call for nominations
As Duncan mentioned in his report we need a new

Treasurer and Assistant Secretary as well as two
Ordinary members of Council to replace those

retiring at the AGM on 13th May 1997. Nomina-
tions should be proposed and seconded and sub-

mitted in writing to the Secretary to arrive no later

than lstApril i997.

Council generally meets three times a year,

usually at the British Museum. Meetings start

around 2pm and last for about 3 hours. The

present Treasurer and Assistant Secretary outline
their duties below.

f,f,f,$$$ Treasurer $S$gf,f,

The new MPRG Treasurer can expect to receive

considerable support from the outgoing Treas-

urer, from colleagues on Council, and from
Charity Commission documents, in the assirnila-

tion of his/her duties. The principal duties consist

of: - conscientious records of income and expendi-

ture, - the maintenance of membership and sub-

scription records - responses to queries related to

subscriptions - full participation in the affairs of
Council - the preparation ofannual accounts each

Spring, with the help of a professional auditor.

The job is very satisffing , and not particuiariy
onerous, for anyone with a basic sympathy for
details and order - so it's particularly suited to

pottew people! The preparation of the annuai

accounts is the one area where some new concepts

may need to be learnt, but the new Treasurer will
not be expected to face this alone. All other tasks

consist of common sense and systematic attention

to detail.

The Treasurer should be comfortable with the use

of simple computer spreadsheets or databases

(and with the concept of keeping backups!). But

considerable support and training will be avail-

able with the detailed use of the computerised

records - which can be exported, if required, into

any spreadsheet or database system with which
the new Treasurer is already familiar. (if the new

Treasurer does not have access to computer

equipment, Council ra,'ill be willing tc <iiscuss the

loan of a laptop computer, and training materi-

als). A lovely little job! Get nominated now!

Paul Miles.

A Assistant secretary fu
The assistant secretary is secretary to the

Editorial Committee and produces the group's

newsletter. The Editorial Committee usually

meets three times a year and their meeting

immediately precedes the Council meeting.

The assistant secretary takes the minutes of the

meeting and distributes these and the agenda to

the committee prior to meetings. When neces-

sary (not very often) the Assistant Secretary

deputises for the Secretary. All the Editorial

Committee are members of Council and partici-
pate in all its affairs.

The ner.vsletter is the major part of the job. 'fhis

is sent out three times a year - April. August and



December. The main task is to collect relevant

intbrmation and put it all together in a suitable

condition to send away for photocopying and

distribution. Photocopying/printing the copy is
currently under review and YOU WILL NOT BE
RESPONSiBLE FOR MAILING; that onerous

task is done by the Secretary. With a bit of organi-
sation it needn't be too time consuming but you

ma.v need to encourage contributors to send copy

in on time! Obviously it's important to proof read

carefully. An eye for detail if not already pos-

sessed is soon acquired. It's satisfuing to see a

heap ofnotes turned into (I hope) a presentable

format. There's plenty of scope fcr new ideas and

as with the Treasurer'sjob there wili be advice

available so previous experience is not a prereq-

uisite. I've certainly found it an enjoyable, worth-
while learning experience !

Julie Edwards.

The objective of this project, initiated by Alan
Vince and funded by English Heritage, is to

further the use of cerantic petrology in archaeol-

ogy by making information about thin sections

more available. The aims are to see what work
has been done in the past (to avoid repetition), to

have an idea of what material has been thin sec-

tioned from a particular source or a given area

and to look at thin sections with a particular

inclusion or set of inclusions. We have been

concentrating on gathering data from ceramic thin
sections found in the UK and at the last count

have i9,881, of which over 18,000 are from the

UK (rve have noted the existence of other non-UK
thin sections.). Many people have contributed

information to the database inciuding David
Williams, Elaine Morris, Antony Streeten"

Roberta Tomber, Jane Timby, Tim Darvill, Alan
Vince. ian Freestone, Andrew Middleton, Ann
Woods, David Jenkins and John Williams.

During the final stages of the project we (Kate

Steane, Barbara Davies and Alan Vince) rvill be

analysing the data we have collected and present-

ing an over-,'iew in a report. First we plan to

discuss the collections, mentioning the people

cunently working in the field and to go on to
talk about thin sections publications. Then we

will present a chronological survey of thin sec-

tions of pottery vessels with period maps show-

ing where the material was recovered. Other

Rritish ceramic finds which have been thin sec-

tioned will be discussed, then we will mention

clay samples and experimental work before we

outline in brief the data we have on non-British
thin sections. The report will conclude with
suggestions for maintaining the database together

with any recommendations which will have been

drar.r,n from the analysis.

For further details write to Kate Steane, City of
Lincoln Archaeology Unit, Union Road, Lincoln

LNl 3BL;8 C1522 545326; fax 01 522 548089;

email : kate @linarch.demon.co.uk

MPR.G National Bibliography
In the last Newsletter, in August. Peter Davey

reported on the progress ofthe National Bibliog-
raphy project. He is now pleased to report that

they are ruaking good progress and have alrea.dy

completed inputting all the paper files as weil as

integrating the existing computer databases. He

now needs your help and opinions so enclosed

with this newsletter is a questionnaire for you to

complete. Please do not forget to return it!

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS
1997 MPRG Conference - don't forget to book

for what promises to be a very good conference

in Worcester - Pot in use: the study of the mate-

rial culture of consumer sites lzth - 14th Ma1'

lggT.Programme and booking details are en-

closed with this newsletter.



Expressions of Cultural Identity: tlte Arcltae-
ology of Regions and Nations in Medieval

Europe. The Society for Medieval Archaeology

is hosting this conference at the University of
Glasgow from 4th - 6th April 1997. The confer-

ence aims to examine the value of contextuai

approaches to the study of medieval social and

political identities. Speakers have been invited

from all over Europe as well as America; the

provisional programme sounds very interesting.

Anrongst the proposed papers arc'. Ceramic

ident'ities in a maritirne urban community; Culture

and economy: explanations of culture change in

northwestern Europe; Did the English Midlands

have a cttltural identity?; Ireland, Scotland and

ll/ales; archaeology and Celtic regional iden-

tity; The Mission of the triangle- The Christiani-
zation of the Saxons. Westslavs and Danes in a

regional perspective.

Registration fees are L55 for members of the

Society and fl} for non-members; discounts

are available for students. For information

contact: Dr Stephen T. Driscoll, Department of
Archaeology, The University, Glasgow Gl2

8QQ. ffi0i41-330-61 i4. tax: 0141-307-8044.

email: std@archaeology.gla.ac.uk. The confer-

ence programme is available on the world wide

web:

http : i/www. gla. ac.uk/Acad/Archaeology.

IFA Finds GrouP
The Spring meeting (date to be arranged) will
examine the subjects of standards and publica-

tion. The group is currently preparing a draft

document entitled Standards and Guidelines for
Artefact and Environmental Study, Collection,

Re,search and Conservation. This draft will be

considered at the meeting which rvill also be the

occasion for the Group's AGM. If you are not a

member of the group and would like rnore infor-

mation about this meeting and/or membership

please send a sae to IFA Finds Group Hon.

Secretary, Irena Lentowicz, Norfolk Archaeo-

logical Unit, Garsett House, St. Andrew's Hall

Plain. Norwich NR3 lAU. You do not have to be

a member of the IFA to belong to the group

u'hich is open to all archaeologists interested in

llrds rvhether artefhctual or envirotrtlental

MA in the History of Ccramics
This full or part time course is taught at tirc
Staffordshire University in conjunction witir tl're

City Museurn and Art Gallery- Stoke-on-Trent.

The history of ceramics is investigated using

research resources in the region and places

ceramics in a social, cultural and technological

context.

Further details from: The School of Arts,

PO Box 661, Staffordshire University., Coilege

Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2XW.

RECENT WORK AT CHILVERS COTON,
NUNEATON

Cable trenches through the pottery cornplex in

Tenlons Road have exposed one flue of a kiln.

The area was much disturbed by a previous trench

and road construction, never the less, under the

kerb, part of a mid -14th century kiln survived.

The flue had been built using a jug to support the

sides. Extracting the jug carefully was difficult but

it proved to be complete except for a hoie in the

base, repeated firing had burnt the glaze.

K. Scoii ior Atherstone Aiciiaeoiogicai Sucieiy.

(There will more news from Chilvers Coton in the

next newsletter).

ACKNOWLEDGEMEF{TS
Thank you to all who sent in information for this

Newsletter, PLEASE keep sending in notices of
conference s, publications and exhibitio ns. If
anyone knows of any other events or has infor-

mation which will interest MPRG members in

Britain or abroad please send details to the

address below. The NEXT NEWSLETTER will
be sent out in April 1997, the deadline for copy

is 7th March 1997 which should be seut to:

Julie Edwards,

MPRG Newsletter,

c/o Chester Archaeological Service,

27 Grosvenor Street,

Chester CH1 2DD.
Fax. 01244 347522.

B otzqq 4ozaz7. :

email : l.edwards@chestercc. gor'.uk


