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COUNCIL REPORT
The AGM, held at the one-day conference in Hull,
was again short of a quomm. Charlie Murray,
the President suspended the meeting and recon-
vened it as quorate after a short time. This
seemed to be the only way of avoiding the (failed)
attempt to organise another AGM at a later date
as was tried last year. The Secretary reported that
the Charity Commissioners have accepted the
request to reduce the quorum from one-fifth of
the individual members to a fixed number.
Council had previously agreed that the quorum
for future AGMs should be twenty. The Consti-
tution can ofcourse oniy be changed at a quorate
AGM, so it is therefore absolutely vital that as
many members as possible affend the AGM
at Worcester next spring. At present a quomm
is 54 members. Further reminders will go out
with the conference details. In order to preserve
the integrity of the Group, we must make these
changes to the constitution

The AGM also saw the election of a new Council
and a new President. Alan Vince has now taken
over frcm Charlie Murray. The whole Group must
be grateful to Charlie for his leadership, during
which he has at times had to exercise all his
considerable skills of diplomacy. His enthusiasm
and commitment can have no better reward
than the projects which have come to fruition
under his guidance. These include Maureen
Mellor's Survey and the forthcoming Guide
to the Classification of Medieval Pottery Forms.
Alan has a tough act to follow. At the AGM
Charlie was presented with a bottle of vintage
port, a gift fiom Council members. Two new
ordinary members of Council were also elected,
Chris Cumberpatch and Judy O'Neil.
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Council met on the2TthJune chaireci by our
new President, Alan Vince. Progress was re-
poited with Medieval Ceramics 19, the national
bibliography, the Classification ofMedieval
Pottery Forms and the document on minimum
standards for pottery processing. Unfortunately, it
seems that English Heritage have decided to
publish the Handbook of Scientific Resources
independently of the MPRG. Details of the 1997
three-day conference in Worcester were re-
ceived (see enclosed call for papers). An invita-
tion to co-organise a conference in Denmark in
i999 was discussed. This will probably be an
additional event to the three-day conference and
AGM due to be held in this country in the same
year, but it is certainly an attractive proposition
and the Council are happy to accept. Council
also discussed ways of celebrating the Group's
25th anniversary, which occurs in the year 2000.
Ifany readers have any suggestions, please send
them to me. The next meeting is to be held at the
British Museum on the 3lst October 1996.

Duncan H. Brown,
Secretary.

REGIONAL GROUPS

SEMPER - Monday 7th October 1996 -
Huntingdon Professional Development Centre.
The day will examine recent work in Cambridge-
shire; the speakers will be Paul Blinkhorn, David
Hall, Hilary Healey, Paul Spoerry and Jane
Young. For further information contact Paul
Spoerry,. Cambridge County Archaeological Field
Unit, Fulbourne Community Centre, Haggis Gap,
Fulboume. Cambridge CBI 5HD.



MEDIEVAL CERAMICS VOL. 19
lf you've been wondering what's happened to
your copy of Medieval Ceramics this year
don't worry.There has been a delay in publi-
cation and it is hoped that the volume will be
sent out in late September.

/< SRTHDAY cELEBRATToNS!! ,r<

The yeat2000 will herald the Group's 25th
Anniversaii. At the last Council meeting, a

decision was taken to celebrate our anniversary at

national level and encourage the regional groups
to participate at local 4nd regional level too.

By then many of the principal recornmendations
arising ftom Medieval Ceramic Studies in Eng-
land wrll have been implemented ie the Scientific
Resources Handbook, t}re Guide to the Classifica-
tion of Medieval Pottery Forms, the minimum
standards document, along with a database of
production centres and the dissemination of the
National Bibliography and we feel the Group will
have reason to be proud of it*.elf.

Council would undertake to co-ordinate activities
across country and organise press releases at
national level as well as raise some sponsorship.
A placard exhibit available to the regions in
rotation is envisaged. '

Regional celebratory 'ideas to promote the 25th
Anniversary and so ensure that medieval ceram-
ics remains a gate way to medieval archaeol-
ogy might include a special museum display/
exhibition, an opportunity to build and fire a
bonfire/clamp kiln, craftsman potters inspired by
medieval traditions opening their workshops to
visitors, popular or academic publications
launched at a party, one day meeting/seminar
with a special theme. We would like to hear of
your creative ideas and how your group or
region would like to contribute.

Please write to Beverley Nenk, Medieval Pottery
Research Group, Dept of Medieval and Later
Antiquities, British Museurn, London WC1 3DG,
UK.

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING
FOR THE SURVEY

At the end of the Survey of Medieval Pottery
Studies in England project, the county surveys
and proformas were sent to the Royal Commis-
sion on the Historical Monuments ofEngland to
help update their database. The information has

been very useful. These surveys are gradually
being retumed to University College and counties
A - S have been returned to the regional secretar-

ies.

The proformas may be of some use in compiling
and/or updating the annual bibliography for each

county, so please contact your regional secretary
if you are a compiler of a county bibliography and

have not already received these data sheets. The
remaining listings may be of use in locating and

assessing the regional resources and higtrlighting
future work..

A listing of unpublished key sites, reports and

unprocessed collections as reported to the survey
for each county has been piaced on file in the
MPRG archive and another in the libra -v of
ldPRG, currently held by the Antiquities Depart-
ment at the British Museum; please contact
Beverley Nenk for access. At local and regional
level it may be useful to lodge a copy with accred-
ited museums and SMRs. If regional Groups do
not want this archive, please return it and it will
then be sorted in the MPRG archive. Many
thanks for all the individual effort. If there are

any problems, please contact Maureen Mellor,
e-mail: maureen@oxpot.demon.co.uk.

Maureen Mellor.

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
Members with long memories will know that
the Bibliography was launched in 1980 with
the production of the handbook Towards a
National Bibliography-fo, Medieval and Post-
Medieval Ceramics and the collection of national
data, for the whole of the British Isles was be-
gun. Some 11,000 proforma files have been

completed. Since 1983 an annual bibliography
has also been produced for Medieval Ceramics.



This has so far involved the publication of almost
4,000 entries.

The publication of the Guidelines in 1983 was
always seen by the Group as part of a larger
project which would also include a glossary and

the Bibliography. Maureen Mellor's 1993 survey
for English Heritage recorlmended that the Bibli-
ography should be completed and made widely
available.

Early in 1,994, at the request of English Heritage I
submitted a draft research design for the comple-
tion of the bibliography as originally intcnded. In
July i994 a user needs survey was carried out.
41 individuals and institutions suggested by
MPRG as being representative of work being
carried out in the field were contacted. The re-
sults were incorporated into a Stage 1 Assess-

ment, presented to English Heritage in January
1996 and agreed in March.

The worlg which is being carried out in the De-
partment of Archaeology, University of Liverpool,
consists of the follawing elernents:

tTo complete inputting to computer allof the

proforma files and transferring the Medieval Ceramics

entries to the same data-base.

trTo complete the searches of major journals where they

are incomplete and to assess regional lacunae.

iTo construct a master list of journals and volumes

searched.

0To undertake further consultation about modes of

access.

iTo provide a project design {or a {ina{ phase which

is likely to include additional inputting, further consul-

tation, provision of the means of access and strategies

for long-term maintenance.

We expect to complete this stage of the project
early in 1997. I will report progress in the De-
cember Newsletter and would be happy to answer
any individual queries members may have.

Peter Davey
Centre for l,,lanr Studies

6 Kinqsrvood Grove Douglas.

n:01624 673074

e-mail:pj d I @liverpool.ac.uk.

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS
29th International Hafnerei Symposium - 7th -

13th October 1996 - Schleswig. The subject of
this conference is 'Late and Post-medieval Ceram-
ics from Northern and Middle Germany'. Excur-
sions will be made to Schleswig-Holstein and

southern Denmark. Cost is approximately DM60.
A final prograrnme is to be issued at the end of
August. For further information please contact:

Dr Werner Endres

Arbeitskreis fru Keramikforschung
Josef-Adlerstrasse 17 D -93049 REGENSBURG
a: D-094I -9434835 Fax: D-094l-9344807
or:
Prof. Dr. Joachim Reichstein
Archeoiogisches Landesambt S chleswig-Holstein
Schloss Annettenhoh

B rockdo rff-Rantzaustras se 7 0

D-24837 SCHLESWIG
6: D-0462 1 -3870 Fax: D-04621-38:7 55.

Ceramic Petrolory Group
The next meeting will be on 14th November 1996

at the British Museum. This will be a general

meeting covering a range of topics. Offers of
papers so far include Neolithic clay figurines,
provenancing marble-tempered pottery, the Na-
tional Roman Pottery Fabric Reference Collection
and ceramics from Lerna. Details will be circu-
lated to CPG members, others should contact Ian
Freestone; 0171 323 8980 or Andrew
Middleton: 0l7l 323 8342; email: bm-
materials@mai lbox.ulcc. ac. uk.

Finds Research Group AD700-1700
The autumn meeting will be held at the British
Academy, London on 21st October 1996. The
subject will be 'Women and Objects'. The
programme includes women's personal seals and

manufacturing marks, wine and the distilling
industry, finds from London, the portrayal of a
woman on a.jug from Monmouth. possessions in
17th centurr Ireland, s1'nrbolisrr-r olminors in
5tir-7th ccnirlrv Scotland. aniilr'sis o1' female



populations from two Saxon cemeteries plus
artefactual evidence for roles within society.
Details from Judy Stevenson, Department of Early
London History and Coilections, Museum of Lon-
don, London Wall, London EC2Y 5HN.
a: 0171 600 i699 ext.307

The group has a new contact address for informa-
tion and membership details : Katey Banks (for-
merly Sheale), City Museum and Art Gallery,
Bethesd-a Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent STI

3DW. B :01782 202173.Fax: 01782 205033.

Annual subscription is f3.00 (f.5.00 overseas).

GI.,-flSS ntrEpIl.S
The Association for the History of Glass has de-

cided to produce a newsletter - Glass News. The
AHG's articles of association prevents it from
operating an ordinary membership system. It is
hoped that the newsletter will keep all those

interested in giass in touch with current work and
encourage further study. Initially it will be produced

every six months. Free copies of the first issue can
be obtained on receipt of an SAE from the news-
ietter eciiior iohn Shepherci; cr'o ivfuseum oilon-
don, 150 London Wail, London EC2Y 5HN. f3
covers the subscription for the next tl-ree issues
(nos 2-4) up to the end of 1997; cheques should
be made payable to 'The Association for the
History of Glass Ltd' and sent to John Clark at the
above address.

POTCLAYS LTD SEI{INARS
This company, which supplies clay materials, tools
and equipment, runs seminars in ceramics for craft
potters, pottery teachers and technicians in schools
and colleges. The courses provide an opportunity to
gain a knowledge of the basic technology in various
aspects of ceramics. The one day seminars this
autumn/winter include'Forming Methods, Glazing
and Firing'. This seminar is billed as suitable for
those wanting a practical introduction to pottery
making. The courses a.re run in Stoke-on-Trent and
Lamboum, Berkshire and cost f,24 per seminar.
Anyone interested in finding out more should
contact Potclays Ltd, Brickkiln Lane, Etruria,

Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 6: 01 787 219816.

{ nnyoxe tries tlis out y*knys tlrcy cou? ryort back to tlu xmsletter

ou wlnt thc smitrtr r,',r, Iilr.

MPRG NEWSLETTER
Thank you to all who sent in information for this
Newsletter. Remember this is your newsletter .

without members contributing there is no news-
letter so PLEASE keep sending in notices of
conferences, publications and exhibitions. If
anyone knows of any other events or has

information which will interest MPRG mem-
bers in Britain or abroad please send details to
the address below. Illustrations to accompany
pieces are especially welcome-

The NEXT NEWSLETTER will be sent out in
December 1996, the deadline for copy is 18th
November 1996 which should be sent to:

Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter,
c/o Chester Archaeological Service,

27 Grosvenor Street,

Chester CH1 2DD"

E:01244 402027.

Fax:41244 347522
email : j .edwards@chestercc. gov. uk


