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COUNCIL MEETING REPORT

The MPRG council last met on Valentine’s day at
the British Museum. The meeting received reports
from all officers and two working parties. Our
President, Charlie Murray, opened the proceedings
by commenting that this would be his last Council
Meeting as his term of office is ending at the next
AGM. He has presided over a period of significant
progress on anumber of projects and his statesman-
ship will be sorely missed.

The Secretary reported that he had been in commu-
nication with the Charity Commissioners and had
received verbal assurances that any constitutional
changes we might wish to make would be received
sympathetically. The issue of the quorum will be
raised at the next AGM. The Treasurer reported on
a relatively healthy financial condition and a
gradually increasing membership. There are now
264 individual members and 92 institutional. The
Editorshave been busy with Medieval Ceramics 19.
All contributions are refereed and this has caused
some delay. English Heritage have also invited the
Group to join them in publication of the Scientific
Resources Handbook. Council happily accepted
and we await further developments. The Meetings
Secretary was absent having just become a mother
(congratulations Victoria). The Secretary had
spoken to her and reported that all was well for the
one-day meeting in Hull, some bookings had even
arrived! There was some discussion of the three-
day meeting for 1997. This will definitely be in the
Hereford and Worcester region.

The Secretary distributed draft copies of A Guide to
the Classification of Medieval Pottery Forms for
Council members to read. Their comments will be
received before Easter. Copies are also being
distributed to Regional Group Secretaries, so if
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anybody wants to see a copy, contact your local
branch or Beverley Nenk at the British Museum.
The Minimum Standards Working Party are also in
the process of producing a discussion draft. This
should be ready for the next meeting.

Finally, it was agreed that the Irish membership of
the MPRG be represented on Council by co-opting
Audrey Gahan, who put herself forward in that role.
She will receive Council minutes and agendas and
keep her colleagues informed.

The Council islosing the President at the next AGM,
and also Chris Gerrard and Barbara Hurman, who
have served their terms as ordinary members. They
will all be missed. Thanks and best wishes are due
to all of them.

Duncan H. Brown Secretary

REGIONAL GROUPS

London area - the next meeting will be held at the
British Museum on Thursday 25th April 1996. The
topic is ‘French imports in south-east England’. The
morhing will consist of talks on pottery from Essex,
Kentand London and also French tiles from London
and the south-east. Inthe afternoon there will be a
handling session including material in the British
Museum collections. For further information please
contact Beverley Nenk, Department of Medieval
and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London
WCI 3DG.

**STOP PRESS**
1997 MPRG CONFERENCE
The 1997 three day conference will be held from
Monday 12th - !4th May 1997 at the Star Hotel,
Worcester. The theme will be pottery from con-
sumer sites. Watch out for more information later
this year.  Victoria Buteux, Meetings Secretary.



MPRG LIBRARY

Yes, the MPRG has a library! It is currently housed in one box file in the Department of Medieval and
Later Antiquities at the British Museum. The publications which have been donated to date are listed
below; they may be consulted by members, who should ring Beverley Nenk (0171-323-8286) first
to arrange a convenient time. All donations to the library will be gratefully received.

Britain

M. Mellor, Oxfordshire Pottery. A Synthesis of
Middle and Late Saxon, Medieval and Early
Post-Medieval Pottery in the Oxford Region’,
Oxoniensia LIX (1994).

Greece

G. Sanders, ‘Three Peloponnesian Churches and
their importance for the chronology of late 13th
and early 14th century pottery in the eastern
Mediterranean’, in V. Déroche & J.-M Spieser,
Recherches sur la Céramique Byzantine, Bulletin
de Correspondance Hellénique, Supplément XVII
(Ecole Frangaise d’Athénes, 1989) 189-199.

G.D.R. Sanders, ‘Excavations at Sparta: The
Roman Stoa, 1988-91. Preliminary Report, part
1. (¢) Medieval Pottery’, Annual of the British
School at Athens 88 (1993), 251-286.

G.D.R. Sanders, ‘An Assemblage of Frankish
Pottery at Corinth’, Hesperia (Journal of the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens),
Vol 56: No 2 (April-June 1987), 159-195.

- Portugal

Vasilhas do Felgar. Objectos titeis. Exposicio,
Museu de Olaria. Museo Aberto 1 (Barcelos
1990).

TRAINING COURSES IN FABRIC ANALYSIS

One of the recommendations of Medieval Ceramic
Studiesin England stressed the need for training and
professional development and the survey particu-
larly flagged up the need for training in fabric
analysis and descriptions. As a result English Herit-
age organised two 2-day courses run by the Archae-
ology Department, University of Southampton which
took place in February and March - ‘Ceramic
Fabrics; a practical guide to inclusions and descrip-
tions’. I attended the second course and found it very
useful and enjoyable both for refreshing my memory

Ceramica Agoriana. Catdlogo. Museu de Olaria.
Colecgdes do Museu 2 (Barcelos 1993).

Ceramica Acoriana. Exposicdo. Museu dev
Olaria. Museu Aberto 3 (Barcelos 1995).

O Caéntaro de Barcelos. Exposi¢do. Museu de

Olaria. Museu Aberto 4 (Barcelos 1995).

Anjos. Alberto Vieira. Museo de Olaria. Museu
Aberto 5 (Barcelos 1995).

las Jornadas de Cerdmica Medieval e Pds-

medieval. Métodos e Resultados para o seu

estudo. Tondela, 289 a 31 de Outubro de 1992.
(Camera Municipal de Tondela, 1995).

Spain

Coll Conesa, Jaume, ‘Contendores ceramicos
medievales en las costas de Mallorca’, Congreso
de Arqueologia Medieval Espafiola, 4, 1993
(Alicante), 1069-1079.

Coll Conesa, Jaume, & Perez Camps, Josep,
‘Aspectos de la técnica de fabricacién en la
ceramica de Manises (siglos XIV-XVI),’

ngreso de ueologia Medieval Espafiola, 4,
1993 (Alicante), 879-889.

of geology and inclusions I rarely see and learning to
recognise those not encountered before. The course
was lead by David Williams and Elaine Morris. We
were given a good general introduction to petrology
with plenty of rock samples containing minerals
regularly found as inclusions.

Groups of inclusions were described and discussed
with lots of sample sherds containing said inclu-
sions. Everyone had a binocular microscope and
plenty of bench space to examine a wide variety of
fabric types; the small group of people - 12 - and



number of tutors - 3/4 - meant that there was plenty
of time and opportunity to ask questions and discuss
different aspects of the pottery. Thin-sections of
pottery containing the various types of inclusions
were explained and available for examination. Fi-
nally other scientific techniques of analysis were
discussed as well how to to set up a programme for
analysis. It was an excellent opportunity to be able to
spend two days focused on an important aspect of
pottery work and to be able to stand back and take
stock of how one works.

If you were unable to attend the courses and would
like to attend a future course or would like further
courses on aspects of fabric analysis please write to:
Sarah Jennings, CAS, Fort Cumberland, Fort
Cumberland Road, Eastney, Portsmouth PO4 9LD.
Julie Edwards

COMPUTERISED DATABASE FOR

UNITED KINGDOM
CERAMIC THIN-SECTIONS

Your thin-sections too can be part of this na-
tionwide database (please send your ceramic thin
section data to the address below). The basic aim
of the project is to establish what work has been
done already, what sections exist and where;
making this information accessible will stop
duplication of effort and waste of limited re-
sources in the future. The project was designed
by Alan Vince and is funded by English Herit-
age. We hope to include thin-sections of every
period worldwide, but which are currently held in
the UK. To this end we are assembling a cata-
logue which at its most basic level may simply
indicate the existence of a thin section; when
more information is available this too will be
included. Planned methods of general dissemina-
tion cover a printed report including analysis of
the data, floppy disks in a variety of data for-
mats, a WEB document on the Internet and a CD-
ROM.

We have had a very positive response from our
mailing. A pilot study was undertaken at Bristol,
thanks to Rod Burchil at the Museum and Ken
Bailey at the University who made their collec-
tions available to us; this allowed us to refine
the format of the database. Ian Freestone and

Andrew Middleton at the British Museum have
offered us a disk with all their thin section data.
Ann Woods at Leicester has made her private
collection and the University’s available for us to
catalogue. Roberta Tomber has given access to
data held by the Museum of London. We are
currently in communication with David Peacock
and David Williams. Many people have made
work from their theses available to us, including
Anthony Streeten and Elaine Morris and many
others have written with information about both
published and unpublished thin sections.

For further information please contact: Kate
Steane and Barbara Davies, UK Database of
Ceramic Thin-Sections, CLAU, Charlotte House,
The Lawn, Lincoln LN1 3BL Tel: 01522
545326 Fax: 01522 548089
Email:kate@linarch.demon.co.uk

Kate Steane.

CONFERENCES

The Age of Transition: The Archaeology of

English Culture 1400 -1600 - British Museum,
14th - 15th November 1996 - joint conference

between the Society for Medieval Archacology
and the Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology.
The years between 1400 - 1600 represent a period
of transition in both the material life and mental-
ity of most Europeans. Regrettably, this epoch is
rarely treated as a whole, with the result that only
aspects of cultural change have received atten-
tion, frequently in isolation from each other. The
aim of this conference is to challenge traditional
periodisations and to evaluate the contribution of
archaeology to the question of continuity and
change in England over the course of the 15th to
16th centuries. It is intended to publish contribu-
tions to the conference.

Conference fee includes tea, coffee, buffet lunch
and evening reception - £55 for members of the
above societies, £70 for non-members; bursuries
are available for student members. Members will
receive information shortly, otherwise booking
forms are available from: Paul Stamper, Archaeol-
ogy Service, Winston Churchill Building,
Radbrooke Centre, Shrewsbury SY3 9BJ.



MYSTERY OBJECT

I know that this is the newsletter of the medieval
pottery group, but I am sure I will be forgiven for
my cheek in requesting help with a mystery
object found during excavations of a late Iron
Agelearly Roman site in Bedfordshire. After all
we are all pottery workers together!

The object comes from a possible storage pit and
pottery associated with it indicates a mid-late
Iron Age date. It is made from a very fine,
slightly sandy fabric and is oxidised to an orange-
brown colour. It is hand-made, similar to a thumb
pot, but it is only slightly dished. There are small
finger marks on the exterior, indicating it was
possibly made by a child/young person, although
the shrinkage of the fine fabric might just as
easily indicate an adult. The interior surface is
covered in tiny stabbing marks as though made
with a stiff bristle brush.
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What is it? What was it used for? Has anyone
seen anything like it before? Any ideas would be
welcome. Please contact Anna Slowikowski,
Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service, St
Mary’s Church Archaeology Centre, St Mary’s
Street, Bedford MK42 0AS.

Anna Slowikowski.

The Later Prehistoric Pottery Collections for
England.
The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group has
received funding from English Heritage for this

survey of Late Bronze Age to Late Iron Age
pottery. The aim of the project is to determine
how many later prehistoric pottery collections
exist in England - a question no one can answer
at present but which must be achieved in order to
assess and evaluate the nature of this largely
untapped national resource. The survey will
consist of two parts: a register of all collections
currently believed to exist and a bibliography of
those collections which have been published.

The project is based at the Department of Archae-
ology, University of Southampton and consists of
three phases: establishment of a database structure
and preparation of a manual to advise on the
gathering of the data; the gathering of informa-
tion; preparation of this information for publica-
tion as hard copy or on floppy disk or through the
Internet. The project officially began in January
1996 and will take 15 months to complete.

For further information please contact: Dr
Elaine Morris, Project Manager, LPPG Project,
Department of Archaeology, University of
Southampton, Southampton SO17 1BJ.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Marco Milanese formerly of the University of
Sassari has moved to the University of Genoa
where his new address is Dipartimento di
Archeologia e Filologia Classica, Universita degli
studi di Genova, Via Balbi, 4 - 16126 GENOVA.
Tel. 010/2099720 - 010/3629874.

./lemail/email/email/email//..
MPRG an be now be contacted through the e-mail
system; Treasurer Paul Miles has set up a post-
box, to which information can be mailed at:
mprg@pmiles.demon.co.uk . Mail for the
newsletter can be sent directly to Julie Edwards at:
k.matthews@chestercc.gov.uk .

The NEXT NEWSLETTER will be sent out in
August 1996, the deadline for copy is 15th July
1996 which should be sent to Julie Edwards,
MPRG Newsletter, c/o Chester Archaeological
Service, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD.
Fax. 01244 347522. Tel. 01244 402027. email as
above.



