
MPRG
N{EWS
LtrTTER
Nervsletter no. 23 December 1995 I\{PRG Reg. Chari8 No.1018513

REPORT FROM THE SBCI{ETARY
The Council ureeting originally scheduled for earlv Noverttber uas delaved because of the diffictrlty
in achieving a quorurr for our AGM. The second sitting. at Orlbrd orr 16th November, was also

inquorate. However. the sum of the rriembers present ai both Noru'iclt ar-id Oxford does represent a

quorum. At Nonvich the business of tire AGM was gone througir. ihe various reports were accepted

and the Council elected. This u,as upheld bv the meeting at Oxfbrd \\re have accepted therefore the

audited accoullts and u,e have a neu, Council. There are three ne u iaces on Council. Maureen Mellor is
our ne\\, r,ice-president and David Higgins and Irena Lentori icz har .- ioine d as Ordinary Members.

Sadly. Council has lost Diana Briscoe. Anne Domier and Lorraine \lepham. to r.vhom must go tiranks

fortheirpast efforts on beltalf of the group. The outgoing \iice-Prcsident. C'live Orton- also deserves

out graritude.

An unexpected problem now faces the Group. We must ensure that tuture AGMs are quorate, or find

some other rvay of ailorving the membership to vote. We have to have nra.iority approval of the annual

accounts and we also need to vote in a new Council eaclt \,ear. fhe next AGM will be at Huil in May

1996, coinciding u,ith our next one-day meeting. We accept lhat rr:any meurbers may not be able to

atfbrd to travel to Hull, llor may they all be attracted by the theirie. A quorum at any general meeting

is one-fifth of the membersl'rip. which currently means we need 54 members. There were 32 at Nor-
wich. and we cannot rely on more than that going to Hull. One ansrver might be to reduce the re-

quired quorurnlperhapstoafixednumberof, sa.v.25. This uouidinvolve cirangestoourconstitu-
tion u'hich the Charity Commissioners might oppose. Another soiution is to institute systems of,postal.

or proxy voting. This would perhaps be rnore representative. and certainiy involve our international

members to a greater degree. Constitutional changes rvill also need to be made however. These are all

issues which the Council discussed at their last meeting on 6tir Decenrber. No decisions were taken as

it q,as decided to seek the advice of the Charity Commissioners hetbre taking steps to change the

Constitution. The Secretary will be reporting back to the next Council meeting in February.

The rest of the council meeting was taken up with the usual business. The Treasurer reported a healthy

balance at present, but sounded caution as \rre hope soon to be putting out the 'Guide to the

Classification of Medieval Ceramic Forms' as an occasional paper. D.H.Brown reported that

comments on the Classification had been received from tu,o specialist referees. It is hoped that the

finished draft will be sent to English Heritage at the end of Januarv and should be going to group secre-

taries soon after. The Editors reporled that the production of lrledieval Cerarnics 19 is going smoothly.

Eight papers and several notes have been received and more are expected. A tinal draft of another

occasional paper on the redware pottery of Trondheim is expected along with a draft of the Scientific

Resources handbook. The editors certainly have their hands lull! J.Pearce reported that the working
party producjng a document on minimum standards for the recording of medieval pottery hope to have



a first draft to show to Council after the new year. Finally a date has been fixed for the 1996 one-day
meeting and AGM. We are now turning our thoughts towards the 1997 three-day conference.
There is plenty of work ahead of us. If you have any comments or queries don't hesitate to get in
touch.

Duncan H. Brown, Secretary

LADY TtrRESA BRISCOE O.B.E.
Shortly before printing this nervsletter MPRG received the sad news that Teresa Briscoe died on 23rd
November 1995. She contributed greatiy to archaeology paflicularly in her work establishing and
curating the archive of Anglo-Saxon potterl,stamps. Our sl,mpathies go to Diana Briscoe and her

fami11,.

1996 AGM AND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
A prograrnrne/booking form for the 1996 conlerence on Saturdar' lSth May in Hull is included with
this neu,sletter rnailing. The subject will be'Recent \\/ork on Yorkshire Medieval Finervares'. The
AGM u'ill be held during the course of tlie da1'. The closing datc for applications is 3rd May 1996.

NO\{INATIONS TO COUNCIL
Our President. Charlie Murray and two Ordinarl, Meurbers of Council - Barbara Hurman and Chris
Gerrard retire at the i 996 AGM. norlinations are therefbre souchl tor new members. These should be

sent to the Secretarv no later thar.r the 5th April i996.

REGIONAL GROUPS
SEMPER - the next meeting rvill be in tire spring 1996: details are still to be finalised but the
topic for discussion rvill be on transitionai rvares in the region. Non-SEMPER rnembers should
contact Anna Slowikou,ski. St Mary's Archaeoiogv Centre. St \,fary's Street. Bedford MK42 0AS.

West Midlands - the meeting scheduled for this autumn at Nuneaton Museum has been postponed
until spring 1996. The subject will be the Chilvers Coton kilns. West Midlands members will be
circulated with information anyone else should contact Stephanie Ratkai. WMPRG, Archaeological
Sen,ice. Hereford & Worcester County Council" Tetburl, Drir,e. Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS.

TRAINING COURSES IN FABzuC ANALYSIS
English Heritage are hoping to organise two 2-day courses on 'Ceramic Fabrics: a practical guide to
inclusions and descriptions', to be held at the Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton
u,itliin the period February/March 1996. The courses are designed as a general and practical intro-
duction to the subject 1'or ceramic specialists rvorking on potterv of ail periods (Prehistoric to
Post-Medieval), and participants will be encouraged to study material relevant to their particular areas

of expertise. Fees of f30 will cover all tuition, B&B accomodation. coffee and lunch on both days.

Travel expenses and evening meals will not be included. Those interested should write to Sarah

Jennings, CAS, Fort Cumberland, Fort Cumberland Road. Eastner'. Portsmouth PO4 9LD.

PUBLICATTONS
trfedieval and later pottery in Wales, Number 141993-4 This volume is due to appear in January 1996
and contains articles on pottery from excavations in Newporr in Dyfed, Carmarthen and Llanelen,
Gower. PIus of course notes and a select bibliography of Welsh rnedieval and post-medieval ceramics.
Copies are available by payment of a subsuiption of [7.50. fi'om S.H.Sell Treasurer WMPRG, c/o
Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust, Ferryside Warehouse. Bath Lane. Swansea SAl IRD (Tel.



01792 655203). Cheques should be made payable to WMPRG; please note overseas orders must be in

sterling only. Copies of recent issues, including numbers 11,12 and 13 are available price f3.50.

EXHTBITIONS
'Le Vert et le Brun' La cdramique m6di6val de Ia Mdditerrande- 17th November until the end of
February t996 - an exhibition organised by the musde de L'Histoire de Marseille. Centre de la Vieille

Charit6, 2, rue de la Charit6, 13002 Marseille. Tel. 91 56 28 38.

'Pots Galore'- an exhibition of ceramics at the Museum of London. The exhibition is in the lecture

theatre foyer, which is free to enter. About i40 ceramics dating from c.1 100-1750 have been selected

from the.stored collections primarily to get more of tire museunt's excellent pottery collection into

the public arena. Displayed thematically by use, the first four cases contain ceramics associated with

Drinking - two cases of medieval date and two post-medieval.. The next four cases cover the full 1100-

175C dare range anci the themes Cooking, Eating and Tablen,are, Industry and Medicine and Miscella-

neous ( lighting equipment, money pots etc.) The intention is to illustrate how changes in ceramic

technology along with dietary and social habits. vastly expanded the range of forms and types of
ceramic items for domestic and industrial use. The display is hidden away from the main museum

galleries and thus the main stream of visitors. so it is poorll,'attended and very quiet for much of the

time! It is not a very grand display so not worth a separate trip. but if you are passing do drop in. Fur-

ther details are available from Hazel Forsythe and myself.

Judith Stevenson. Ir4useum of London.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE t997 - BRUGGE (BRUGES)

The intemational conference on medieval archaeology, held in York in 1992, drew some 800 delegates

from some 25 countries and proved to be a major event. The closing session on the 24th September

1992 endorsed the decision that the conference should be repeated at regular intervals. The second

Medieval Europe conference will take place in Brugge, Belgium from lst - 4th October 1997.

The following themes - some of them following up on York, will be discussed: Urbanism,

Death and burial, Exchange and trade, Religion and belief, Art and symbolism, Rural settlements,

Material cuiture: production and consumption, Travel technology and organizatron, Environment

and subsistence. Method and theory in medieval and later archaeology. Military studies.

The conference will be organised by the City of Brugge. the lnstitute for the Archaeological Heritage of
Flanders, the Free University of Brussetrs and the Provincial Government of West-Flanders. The Flem-

ish Govemment is patron of the conference. The address the conference organisers is:

MEDIEVAL EUROPE t997 BRUGGE, Instituut voor het Archeologisch Patrimonium,
Doornveld 1, Bus 30 - B-1731 ASSE-ZELLIK (Belgium) Tel.(*).32.(0)2.463 13 33 .

Fax(*).32.(02).463 19 51.

The medieval importance and appearance of Brugge as well as its history as an intermediary between

the North and the South should constitute major attractions. Special attention will be paid to the

broad geographical and interdisciplinary scope of the contributions as well as to the development of
our field. A call for papers and further details will be circulated shortly.

Tho Executive committee - F. Verhaeghe, G. De Boe, H. De Witte and S. Jennings-

NEW KILNS DISCOVERED IN BRUGGil,N.OEBEL (ELMPT, GERMANY)
On 31st July some dutch archaeologists visited the site of Brtiggen-Oebel, where the Rheiuisches



\

Ambt fur Bodendenkmalpflege (RAB) Aussenstelle Xanten directed by Michael Claus M.A. was
undertaking an excavation of two proto-stoneware kilns. In the '50s and '60s pottery was found on
sites nearby, which consisted of the typical huge Elpmt storage pots. These first systematic excavations
in the area proved that not only grey-wares in all shapes and sizes were made but a wide range of
proto-stoneware forms, such as jugs, beakers and two handled bottles. Some forms have an iron wash
and the fabrics vary from orange, deep red, dark brown and grey-black. Close to the kilns 3m deep
wastepits filled with various types of pottery were discovered. The proto-stoneware resembles known
types from Brunssum-Schinveld stage 4, Langerwehe and Siegburg. The kilns are dated to the mid-
13th century. Walking in an adjacent cauliflower fieid the visiting party found sherds from wasted
vessels including 'Badorf and 'Pingsdorf wares, yellow near-stoneware together: with an extremely
wide variety of Eirnpt-wares. The excavations continued until October 1995. Arrangements are being
made for a colloquium on the recent Bruggen-Oebel discoveries. Watch the MPRG newsletter for
details.

Michiel Bartels, Amsterdam.

INFORMATION ON THE CHILVERS COTON KILNS FROM KEITH SCOTT
Medieval pottery inStaffordshireADS00-1600, areviev'bl,D.A.Fordmakes reference (p14) to
saggars dated to the thirteenth century found on site l2 kiln 30 at Chilvers Coton. Nuneaton quoting
Mayes & Scott 1984,133, fig 81 566.344.128. On sifting rluough the Chilvers Coton archive in
Nuneaton lvluseum these saggar sherds could not be found. Site 12 rvas badly disturbed and also 50m
arvay from a iater site using saggars. I suggest that the sherd(s) in question becaine out of context
during the drawing preparation of a very large assemblage resulting in an error in the publication.

Medieval cerantic studies in England, a review for English Heritage by M.Mellor lists Mayes. P. and
Scott, K. 1984 Pottery kilns at Chilvers Coton, Nuneaton, Soc lvledieval Archaeol Mono 10 as a key
report (p50) with the comment 'O.rly useful for comparing forrns; no quantification; no indication of
what was found in a kiln'. A section in the monograph explains why there is no quantification; briefly
it states that any figures would only indicate ratios of vessels wasted during firing. The monograph is
packed with lots of information on 500 years of pottery production on the site. It is an understatement
to say there is no indication of what was found in a kiln.

If anyone has any queries on the Chilvers Coton pottery please write to me (enclosing an sae), I shall be
pleased to help.

Keith Scott, 39 Nursery Road, Atherstone, Warwickshire CV9 i PN.

WASTER'S POT SPOT
?lAA {iU€L{ Well what are you all thinking of out there? Only one person thought abour the last
mystery vessel and sadly did not have the right answer, so I'm giving everyone another chance to peruse
the August pot spot and come up with some ideas. If no one else replies I might be forced to drink
that bottle of wine myself ! So send your answers in to the nervslefier editor and wait for the April issue
to see who's won.
'?Oaata/

Thank you to all who sent in informationfor this Newsletter, PLEASE keep sending in notices of conferences, publications
andexhibitions. Ifanyone knows of irry othereventsorhas information which willinterest MPRG membersinBritain
or abroad please send details to the address below. ithe NEXT NEWSLETTER wiMe sent out in Aprit 1996, the
deadlinefor copy is 29th March 1996 which shoald bc sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, do Chester Archrc-
ologt,27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CHI 2DD. Fax A1244 347522. Tet. 01244 402027.


