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REPORT FROM COUNCIL

Charles Murray, in opening the last meeting in
June, commented that the Cologne conference
had been a success, despite unfortunate political
shenanigans. The Secretary reported on various
correspondence and the acquisition for the
library of a report from Portugal and Maureen
Mellor’s ‘Oxfordshire Pottery’. The Treasurer
outlined the state of our accounts, which seem to
be in a healthy state. Any surplus from the
Cologne conference will be put towards publica-
tion. Membership currently stands at 273 indi-
vidual members and 92 institutional. The Edi-
iors presented ‘“Medieval Ceramics 18’ which
had just been received from the printers. They
have produced a line-up of articles for Volume
19. The editorial committee has also been
working on an editorial policy, a draft should
soon be put to Council for discussion. Victoria
Buteux, meetings secretary, reported that all was
in hand for the Norwich conference and intro-
duced the 1996 event for discussion - information
will be circulated soon.

Reports from the sub-committees followed.
Lorraine Mepham gave a timetable for produc-
tion of the ‘Classification of Medieval Ceramic

Forms’. Regional Group Secretaries will hope-

fully receive a discussion draft in mid-October.
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A draft of “‘Minimum Standards in the Processing
and Publication of Medieval Pottery’ has been
produced by Paul Blinkhorn. Council members
have been invited to comment, Paul will be
joined by Jacqui Pearce and Anpa Slowikowski
to produce a second draft. Chris Gerrard re-
ported that the English Heritage Implementation
Committee was considering four main issues; the
thin-sections database, training days, a list of kiln
sites and a scientific resources handbook.

Next on the agenda was Medieval Ceramic Stud-
ies in England. A certain amount of critical
correspondence has been received and there was
some discussion of this. However, the meeting
was most concerned to retain the momentum
generated by this report, especially with regard to
the principal recommendations. Further to this
please see below. The AGM was discussed
briefly. The Secretary reported that no nomina-
tions for Council had yet been received but
there was still plenty of time. Other business
consisted of the possibility of establishing an
early Anglo-Saxon reference collection. The
next Council meeting is on the 2nd November. If
there any matters you wish to be raised, please
write to me.

Duncan H. Brown Secretary

COMMENTS ON ‘MEDIEVAL CERAMIC STUDIES IN ENGLAND’

Two of the great problems of data-collection are, firstly that there is always a danger of missing some-
thing and secondly that it can take a long time before the results are published. This seems to be as
true of surveys of archaeological personnel as it is of excavations. The difference is that if you miss
something out in a survey such as that carried out by Maureen Mellor, then somebody will com-
plain. Excavations do not answer back. There is no doubt that Maureen was as scrupulous as possible
in gathering the data, and the opinions, that were represented in Medieval Ceramic Studies in England.
She was also as fair as possible in the way she transferred them into publishable form. In carrying
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out a task which few would have taken on so willingly she is beyond reproach. The time-lapse be-
tween the preparation of the first draft and the final publication was beyond her control, and remains
" regrettable. Nevertheless her work is an invaluable snap-shot of the condition of our discipline. It
should, I feel, be seen not as a fading Polaroid with no archival stability, but as a high resolution aerial
view which maps out our present and point a way into the future. Throughout the process of compil-
ing this report the MPRG Council never lost site of the overall aim: to distil all the comments re-
ceived into a blue-print for the development of our discipline. It is not for me to say how fully this
purpose was achieved, I have been too closely involved. However, I am certain that the principal
recommendations, listed in Section 8, establish aims which we should all work to attain.

There are eleven principal recommendations. Five of them are to be resolved at national level,
including: the setting of national standards; the -classification of pottery forms; the national
bibliography; a list of production centres; a handbook of scientific resources. The first three of these
are being led by the MPRG (see Council report above). A list of production centres, and a handbook
of scientific resources are both within the remit of the English Heritage Implementation Committee.

This leaves six of the principal recommendations that need promoting locally. Two, the surveys of
ceramic potential, and lists of unpublished key sites, could be taken on by MPRG regional groups.
The remainder need to be accepted and carried forward by archaeological managers.” In both cases
it is up to the MPRG membership, at all levels, to actively pursue these aims. The production
and distribution of medieval pottery was mainly carried out on a local scale: this is reflected in the way
we study it. One of the strengths of Medieval Ceramic Studies in England is that this point was ac-
cepted from the outset, and admirably represented within its pages. Therefore, if the discipline is to
develop in the fashion outlined within the report, it must do so locally. The principal recommenda-
tions are a positive statement of intent, from the whole of the MPRG. There is much now for local
groups to discuss and to act upon. Perhaps future newsletters wiil contain reports of regionai group
meetings and initiatives. Your Council will do everything it can to assist regional groups. If you have
any queries or would like advice or support, don’t hesitate to ask. I look forward to hearing from you.
Duncan H. Brown Secretary

MPRG AGM
This year's AGM is being held in Norwich on 7th October. Don't forget the closing date for applications
is 15th September! Everyone should have received a booking form with the last newsletter.

REGIONAL GROUPS

SEMPER - the next meeting will be on Thursday 16th November 1995 and is titled ‘Renaissance
Europe and its impact on the South East Midlands?’. The moming session will be held at Kellogg
College (formerly Rewley House) Oxford where there will be a series of short presentations from
counties in the region. After lunch Tim Wilson of the Department of Western Art at the Ashmolean
Museum will introduce the European dimension and Arthur MacGregor of the Department of Antiqui-
ties will show the Reserve Collection of medieval and later pottery from local archaeological depos-
its. There will be a £2 charge on the day. Non-SEMPER members may obtain more information from
Anna Slowikowski, St Mary’s Archaeology Centre, St Marys Street, Bedford MK42 0AS.

West Midlands - the next meeting will be held this autumn at Nuneaton Museum on a day still to be
arranged. The subject of discussion will be the pottery from the Chilvers Coton kilns and there will be
an opportunity to see the excavated material. West Midlands members will be circulated with informa-
tion anyone else should contact Stephanie Ratkai, WMPRG, Archaeological Service, Hereford &
Worcester county council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS. Tel. 01905 458608. Derek
Hurst has handed over organising the West Midlands group to Stephanie and any information about
the groups activitiesl can be obtained from her at the above address.



PUBLICATIONS

Oxfordshire Pottery. A synthesis of middle and late Saxon medieval and early post-medieval pottery
in the Oxford Region by Maureen Mellor. This glossily bound book is an off-print from Oxoniensia
Volume LIX 1994. The 217 pages draw together medieval pottery from over 700 sites in the Ox-
ford region, found prior to 1988 and charts the distribution patterns of the major ceramic traditions
from the 9th to the 17th centuries. The relationship between ceramic networks is examined as are the
underlying processes that may have shaped each respective distribution. There are lots of illustra-
tions and 14 colour plates including photographs of thin-sections. Available from Oxbow Books,
Park End Place, Oxford OX1 1HN. Price £12.95.

Spanish Medieval Ceramics in Spain and the British Isles eds. Christopher Gerrard, Alejandra
Gutierrezand Alan Vince. British Archaeological Report 610. This volume contains a series of 32
commissioned and edited papers in Spanish and English written between 1990 and 1994 on the theme
of early thirteenth to late sixteenth century Spanish ceramics. The papers are arranged in three sec-
tions. Part 1 provides the historical background and sets the papers which follow into a general
cultural and economic context. Part 2 consists of eleven Spanish articles, covering a wide selection
of regions but focussing upon the latest work in the important Valencia region. Flnally Part 3 re-
views the current state of knowledge about Spanish ceramics found in North-West Europe especially
the British Isles and Ireland. It begins with an over view of material found to date followed by
summaries of archaeological information from the major medieval ports and the analysis of distribu-
tions from the British Isles. Armada ceramics, Spanish tiles and the British Museum collections are
considered separately as well as the latest results from neutron activation analysis. The volume ends
with a proposed research agenda. It is hoped that this volume, with its many illustrations and glos-
sary, will act partly as a useful gazetteer/sourcebook for archaeologists and historians interested in
late medieval Spanish ceramics discovered in northern Europe and those With wider interests in
medieval Spanish culture.

The publication date will be late July or August, the retail price has not yet been fixed. Further
details on this volume and other projects on Spanish ceramics is available from Alejandra
Gutierrez, Dept of Archaeology, King Alfred’s College, Winchester, SO22 4NR.

Medieval Pottery in Staffordshire AD 800-1600. A Review, by Deborah A. Ford A study of Staf-
fordshire’s medieval ceramics and their development, the work summarises present historical re-
search and archaeological studies. The publication draws on material from recent excavations as well as
museum collections. 64pp 204 illus. £4.99 paperback. Available from City Museum & Art Gallery,
Hanley, Stoke on Trent ST1 3DW. Please add £1 for post and packing.

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

for Clay Pipe Research: Annual conference 30 September - 1st October 1995.
The 1995 conference will be held at the Long Warehouse in the Ironbridge Gorge Museum’s complex
at Coalbrookdale, Shropshire. Saturday will be devoted to Shropshire pipes particularly the Broseley
mdustry which from the seventeenth century established markets throughout the Midlands, Severn
Valley and South Wales. There will be a 1938 film of production at William Southorn’s works and
talks on the recently conserved paper archive from the works. Also there will be displays of local pipes
and an opportunity for people to present recent work from other parts of the country. On Sunday the
former Smitheman and Southorn pipeworks will be specially opened for viewing the last complete
pipekiln in the country. Anyone interested in attending should contact David Higgins, 297 Link Road,
Anstey, Leicester, LE7 7ED ( Tel. 0116 2355947).



Finds Research Group AD700-1700. Autumn 1995 meeting - 9th October 1995 - London. The
morning session involves a visit to English Heritage’s Ancient Monuments Laboratory to see ‘behind
the scenes’ investigative conservation and an explanation of scientific techniques and their potential
for finds analysis by Justine Bayley. The afternoon session, following the AGM, will begin with a
talk by John Cherry on ‘Treasure Trove Reform and Finds Research’, and end with a tour of the
Medieval and Renaissance Galleries in the British Museum. Places are strictly limited. Anyone wish-
ing to attend either or both sessions should contact Justine Bayley, Ancient Monuments Laboratory,
23 Savile Row, London W1X 1AB.

Autumn 1996 meeting - call for papers. The meeting is to be on the subject of women and objects.
This theme is hoped to include identifying women through inscriptions, objects used by or buried with
women, skeletal analysis, objects with symbolic significance, and the portrayal of women on objects.
If you would like to give a paper please contact Judy Stevenson, Department of Early London History
and Collections, Museum of London, London Wall, London EC2Y 5SHN. Tel: 0171 600 3699 ext 307.

UK DATABASE OF CERAMIC THIN-SECTIONS

This project funded by English Heritage will create a national database of archaeological ceramic
thin-sections. We believe that over the past two or three decades a large amount of work has taken
place on ceramic petrology. However without any central co-ordination it has proved impossible to
establish where the thin-sections are now housed, what records of their contents exist and where the
results are published. With your help we will create a database which will be available to all.

If you or your institution has a collection of ceramic thin-sections, or you know of a collection which
would be relevant, could you please contact us - Kate Steane and Barbara Davies, UK Database of
Ceramic Thin-Sections, City of Lincoln Archaeology Unit, Charlotte House, The Lawn, Union Road,
Lincoln LN1 3BL. Tel. 01522 545598 Fax 01522 548089 Email: kate@linarch.demon.co.uk

WASTER’S POT SPOT - Yo 2 in a spasmaodic senies.

Fells potspottens! Fresh from a blizzard of Bratwurst, Bier and Bartmannnkruge at the Cologne
conference, Waster has returned with another ceramic conundrum. This issue’s comes from Egypt, is a
vessel type which has a long, widespread tradition of use, is unglazed and is NOT a urinal (well, not
normally, anyway ..). It has a solid base, evenly-spaced cut-outs in the sides, and an open top.
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CLUE: Its use did not involve it being sooted, scorched or heated.

Those of you who were at the Sheffield ceramics workshop in April of this year will have seen a slide
of this vessel flash past, so at least we’ll find out who was awake! The answer will be in the next
issue of the newsletter, and the first correct (or, failing that, the most amusing/believable) answer
pulled from the fez will receive an appropriate prize. Answers via the newsletter editor, please.
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leg_mﬂmslgm'cqill be sent out in December 1995, the deadline is 20th November 1995 which should be sent to
Julie Edwards, MPRG Neuwsletter, c/o Chester Archaeological Service, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD.
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