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REPORT FROM COUNCIL

The Council last met in January at the Britishk Museum. Charles Murray opened the proceedings by
welcoming the publication of Medieval Ceramic Studies in England, and congratulated Maureen Mellor
on her efforts. Discussion of some of the points arising from this document, and how the Group
should respond, will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

The Secretary reported that he had responded to a letter from English Heritage concerning research
frameworks in the hope that further consultation may be sought. He presented Medieval Ceramic
Studies in England as an (Anglo-centric) example of the direction the group is moving in, and also
signalled the forthcoming document on minimum standards. The Treasurer’s report consisted of an
exhortation for all members to covenant their subscriptions. The Editors reported on Medieval Ceramics
18 which is estimated at ¢.90 pages. The Meetings secretary confirmed arrangements for the one-day
meeting in Norwich. Other reports included a up-date from working parties preparing the Classification
of Ceramic Forms and the Minimum Standards Document. Both are progressing well. The former group
hope to have a draft ready by July, while the latter has produced a discussion paper. A report from the
English Heritage Implementation Committee was also received. Other businesss included discussion of
the AGM and the need to find a new vice-President and two Council members (see below).

The next meeting is in June, so if you wish any matters to be discussed, please write to me.

Duncan H. Brown Secretary

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO COUNCIL

At the 1995 AGM our vice-president, Clive Orton and two ordinary Council members, Anne Dornier
and Lorraine Mepham, are retiring. Diana Briscoe, co-opted to Council as a member of the Early
Anglo-Saxon Pottery Research Group, has also reached the end of her agreed term of office. Nomina-
tions are sought for the three vacant Council positions. It would be helpful if these were received by
the Secretary before the next Council Meeting on the 16th June 1995, they must be in by 26th August
1995. Write to: Duncan H. Brown, 2, Mount Pleasant Road, Southampton, SO14 OEF.

REGIONAL GROUPS

West Midlands - 18th May 1995 at 12 noon - Cirencester Museum. The subject of the groups next
meeting will be ‘Medieval pottery in the Cotswolds’. West Midlands group members will receive
information shortly; anyone else who wishes to attend should contact Derek Hurst, County



Archaeological Service, Hereford and Worcester County Council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon,
Worcester WR4 9LS Tel.01905 458608.

SEMPER - the next meeting will be a joint one with the London and South-east group. Details have
yet to be finalised but it will be held at Bedford Museum at the end of May. Further details available
from Anna Slowikowski, Archaeology Service, Bedfordshire County Council Planning Department,
County Hall, Caudwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP.

PUBLICATIONS

ICAT K
The Middlebam Jewel and Ring by John Cherry, Deputy Keeper of Medieval and Later Antiqui-
ties at the British Museum. A comprehensive account of both treasures lavishly illustrated; the
making, meaning and contents of the Jewel, parallels from tomb effigies and manuscripts,
possible owners and other Middleham finds and churches associated with the House of York and the
Nevilles. Yorkshire Museum 1994. ISBN 0905807 12 X. Paperback. 48pp, 42 illus 29 in colour.
£6.50 inc p&p.

Medieval Pottery in the Yorkshire Museum by Sarah Jennings. Winner of the Best Museum Publica-
tion 1993. A delightfully informative book - in part a catalogue of over 200 pots in the Museum,
but also a superb introduction to (Yorkshire) medieval pottery with descriptions of the various
wares and fabrics, their manufacture and their use. Yorkshire Museum 1993. ISBN 0 905807 04 9.
Paperback. 56pp, 45 illus 24 in colour, plus catalogue of 229 line drawings. £7.45 inc p&p.

Chelles: Fouilles sur le site de I’ancienne Abbaye royale 1991-1992, by David Coxall, Christian
Charamond and Eddy Sethian. Chelles is on the river Marne about 20km east of Paris. The town grew
up around an abbey founded in the Merovingian period. Excavations which took place before rebuild-
ing of the town hall revealed the early development stages of the monastery. Gallic and Gallo-Roman
occupation were also revealed during the excavations of 1991-1992. The publication presents the 12
phases of activity from the 1st century BC to the 18th century AD and includes details of assemblages
of medieval and post-medieval ceramics excavated from rubbish dumps.

250 pages, 205 illus. Price: 150F (+25F postage for those in France). Available from Division des
Affaires Culturelles, Hotel-de-Ville, Parc du Souvenir, 77505 CHELLES Cedex. Cheques should be
made payable to ‘Monsieur le Receveur Municipal’

‘ramique u jé r. 1 isi. -de- ed. Xavier
Delestre & Anne-Marie Flambard Héricher. (Publications de 1’Université de Rouen No 202 -1995)
Since 1990 a number of excavations have taken place in Normandy and the Ile de France which have
produced assemblages of pottery from closed groups or production centres. The study of these groups
has enabled the revision of chronologies and typologies in the region. This publication draws together
the work of several field and ceramic archaeologists to present these new discoveries in advance of full
excavation publications.

100 pages. 21cm x 29.7 cm format. ISBN 2 87775 - 165 - 1. Price 120F. (postage 23F for those in
France) Orders/cheques should be made out to: Monsieur I’agent comptable de ’Université de Rouen,



Service des publications 915 - C.C.P.Rouen 8407-71 K 035. Available from PUR - Université de
Rouen - 76821 MONT-SAINT-AIGNAN -CEDEX. tel.35.14.63.43 (44 or 45).

EXHIBITIONS

Josiah Wedgewood: The Man and his Mark, 18th June - 1st October 1995. City Museum & Art
Gallery, Bethesda Street, Stoke on Trent ST13DW. 1995 is the bi-centenery of the death of Josiah
Wedgewood, this exhibition is one of two celebrating his life and work. The other exhibition is
‘Josiah, the Man, his Family and Friends’ at the Wedgewood Visitor Centre. The exhibitions will
be complemented by a series of lectures and activities including a Wedgewood Study Day at the City
Museum on 12th July. Please contact the museum for further information. Tel: 01782 202173.

CONFERENCES

IL JORNADAS CERAMICA MEDIEVAL E POS-MEDIEVAL, TONDELA, PORTUGAL
Late last year Charles Murray received a fax from Portugal, inviting three representatives of the
MPRG to give papers at the second Tondela Conference. He asked Duncan Brown, Chris Gerrard and
Sarah Jennings if they could oblige. So it was that these three found themselves in a restaurant in the
middle of Portugal on a cool Tuesday evening, in March experimenting with vinho tintinho, Portuguese
cuisine and an unfamiliar language. The degree of comprehension of the latter seemed to be oddly
related to the degree of consumption of the former. At any rate, the experience established that the
hospitality of our hosts could be matched only by their enthusiasm for ceramics.

The proceedings started in earnest on-the following morning. All the papers were given in Portuguese
or Spanish, which rendered them incomprehensible to me; butI could appreciate the slides and
familiarise myself with types of ceramics I had not seen before, from Balguer, Mértola, Zamora, Barce-
lona and later in the week Porto, Ria de Aveiro and Braga, to name but a few. Sarah Jennings pre-
sented a paper on Thetford ware, highlighting problems of nomenclature, which was very well re-
ceived. My own contribution, on documentary sources and the exchange and consumption of ceram-
ics in medieval Southampton, was also given in English, and was similarly appreciated (I think). Chris
Gerrard spoke in Spanish on field-walking and pottery and impressed everybody. All our efforts, both
within and outside the formal conference proceedings were fruitful in advancing the good name of the
. MPRG and in fostering links between our group and Iberian ceramicists. Many useful contacts were
made, reinforcing my own view that archaeology is an international language; if that didn’t work
there was always football!

The highlight of the conference was a trip into the mountains on the north of Tondela district to witness
a demonstration firing of the local black pottery. A small clamp kiln was fired with wood and brush,
covered in turves and sealed with earth. Just before the final sealing sawdust was added, presumably to
enhance the reduction process. The potter also threw a pot on a small stone wheel which he manipulated
with impressive dexterity. All this, and the setting - a tiny mountain hamlet, and the traffic - a bullock-
cart, gave the impression that we had indeed stepped back in time.

From every point of view the conference was an outstanding success. Sarah and Chris will, I'm sure
join me in thanking the town of Tondela for their hospitality and especially Helder Abragos and Jo4o
Diogo for inviting us and looking after us so well. The MPRG extends warm greetings and congratula-
tions to the town of Tondela and trusts that this event will mark the beginning of a fruitful partnership.
We look forward to returning the compliment. Optimo!

Duncan H. Brown.



MEETINGS AND LECTURES

Ceramic Petrology Group The next meeting and AGM of the CPG will be held on Thursday 4th May
at the British Museum (Department of Scientific Research, 39 Russell Square). the theme of the meet-
ing will be Industrial Ceramics including material associated with saltworking, glassmaking and metal-
lurgy. The meeting will commence with the AGM at about 10.30 finishing at about 4pm. Speakers
will include Justine Bayley, Elaine Morris, Paul Nicholson and Professor Michael Tite. For further
details please contact lan Freestone/ Andrew Middleton/Sylvia Humphrey at the BM (0171 323
8980/8342/8268).

Archaeomaterials Workshops The Department of Archaeology and Prehistory, University of Sheffield
is holding a series of three workshops on ceramics, metals and glass. These will be held on the 29th
April 1995, 13th May 1995,and 20th May 1995 respectively. The ceramic day aims to examine the
relationship between ethnography and the archaeological analysis of pottery, to build on differing per-
ceptions and classification of ceramic categories by those producing, consuming and subsequently
studying pottery. For further information please contact Glyn Davies, Archaeomaterials Workshops,
Dept of Archaeology and Prehistory, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, S10 2TN.

Finds Research Group AD700-1700 The 1995 Spring meeting of the Finds Research Group will take
place at 11.00am on Monday 15th May in the new McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research,
Downing Street, Cambridge. The topic is ‘Surfaces of Objects’, talks and discussion will cover decora-
tion and original preservative treatments; operational wear and residues; post-deposition soil effects;
interpretation, conservation, storage, handling and display. Admission is free but numbers will be lim-
ited. The organiser, Graeme Lawson, can be contacted c/o Music-archaeological Survey, PO Box 92,
Cambridge CB4 1PU.

MEDICAL LAW AND MEDIEVAL POTTERY - THE MISSING LINK ??

I (JE) have received a letter from a doctor in Guernsey who is writing a dissertation for the Cardiff LLM
in medical law. The subject of the dissertation is arbitration and how it might be a more satisfactory
means of providing compensation for medical accidents than going to court. In the introduction to
one of the standard arbitration textbooks (Arbitration. Principles and Practice by John Parris) there is a
paragraph which reads:

‘There is a fifteenth century earthenware plaque in York City Museum termed ‘The Law Suit’
which shows two farmers disputing about a cow, one pulling at its head and the other at its tail. Under-
neath are two lawyers in wig and gown busy milking the cow.’

The scene illustrates the point Dr Costen is trying to make in his dissertation and he would like to
use a drawing of it as a frontispiece - if he can find the original. He has tried the museums in York
and no one knows of its existence nor can he locate the author of the book, which was written in
1983. Does anyone know anything of the plaques existence or can perhaps suggest where Dr Costen
might try next? If you think that you might be able to help please write to Dr Peter Costen, La
Broderie, La Claire Mare, St Peters, Guernsey GY 9QA.
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This issue of the Newsletter was sponsored by the Yorkshire Museum, Dr Peter Costen has also kindly
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NEXT NEWSLETTER The next issue will be sent out in August 1995, the deadline for copy is 28th July 1995
which should be sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, c/o Chester Archacological Service, 27 Grosvenor
Street, Chester CH1 2DD. Fax. 01244 347522. Tel. 01244 402027.



