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COUNCIL MEETING

The Council met on the 26th of October at the British Museum. All but four Council members were
present at a busy and fruitful meeting. The President’s opening remarks were followed by reports
from the Secretary and Treasurer. The editcrs told us that production of the forthcoming volume of
Medieval Ceramics was progressing smoothly. Further discussion centred on a proposed series of
Occasional Papers, of which the first is hoped to be a classification of Medieval Pottery Forms. The
editors will also be considering drafting an editorial policy as a by-product of Medieval Ceramics
becoming a refereed journal.

Victoria Buteux, the new meetings Officer, reported that a date has been set for our Autumn one-day
meeting next year. This will be on October 7th at the Castle Museum, Norwich. A final programme for
this event will be circulated with the April Newsletter. The Secretary summarised the situation re-
garding next year’s conference in Cologne. Sarah Jennings has been putting in some sterling work on
this. At that time, 25 members had registered.

Lorraine Mepham reported that steady progress was being made with the Classification of Medi-
eval Ceramic Forms and it is hoped that a draft version will be ready by the end of July next year. Paul
Blinkhorn has been looking into producing guidelines on minimum standards for medieval pottery
analysis. He summarised his progress to date. Chris Gerrard reported on the last meeting of the
English Heritage Implementation Committee, and the training initiatives they are presently consider-

ing.

As you can see good progress has been made in a number of areas, and the pace does not seem to be
letting up. Appropriately the President closed the meeting by congratulating all on their work, effort
and acheivements.

Duncan H. Brown.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscription reminders are enclosed with this newsletter mailing along with forms to enable you to
covenant your subscription. Members are urged to covenant their subscriptions as the Group can claim
back £2.50 on every £10 paid by members who are UK taxpayers at no extra cost to members. Don’t
forget to return all forms before the 1st February 1995,



REGIONAL GROUPS

There are no definite dates for regional group meetings at the time of printing but things are not as quiet
as they may seem. The West Midlands group is planning a meeting at the Corinium Museum,
Cirencester in the spring; the topic of discussion will be medieval pottery in the Cotswolds.
SEMPER hopes to hold a meeting in the autumn of 1995 in Oxford and there may be another London
area group meeting in the first half of next year. More news in future issues of the newsletter! For more
information on the Cirencester meeting please contact Derek Hurst, County Archaeological Service,
Hereford and Worcester County Council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS. Tel 0905
458608.

SWEDEN AND DENMARK
Medieval pottery research groups have recently been formed in Denmark and Sweden and a report on
their activities will appear in the next edition of Medieval Ceramics.

THE SURVEY OF MEDIEVAL POTTERY STUDIES IN ENGLAND

The survey carried out by Maureen Mellor, on behalf of the Medieval Pottery Research Group, com-
missioned by English Heritage, is at the printers and is due to be issued in late December. It will take
some time to distribute all the copies - so be patient if one does not arrive immediately!

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS - BACK NUMBERS

Unfortunately there was a mistake in the prices given for some of the back numbers in the last Newslet-
ter. The correct prices are: Volumes 1 - 5 £5; Volumes 6 - 12 £7; Volumes 13 - 16 £10. Postage and
packing is 5% of cost price for the UK and 10% overseas. Copies are available from the Treasurer,
MPRG, c/o Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG.

PUBLICATIONS »

L’Evacuation des dechets en milieu urbain au bas moyen-age - 1. exemple des fosses a fond
perdu de la Cour Napoléon du Louvre a Paris (XIII-XVe siecles) et mesures diverses pour assainir les
villes, by Catherine Monnet and others. This publication by the Centre de Recherches d'Archéologie
National at the Universite Catholique de Louvain examines urban rubbish disposal in the late middle ages
in respect of findings from excavations at the Louvre. It includes chapters on medieval and renaissance
ceramics and glass. Pub.1992, 156pp. Price not known. Further information available from Centre de
Recherches d'Archéologie Nationale, Collége Erasme, 1, Place Pascal B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, France.

EXHIBITIONS

Pots Past to Present - Mill Green Museum, Hatfield. An exhibition of ceramics inspired by historic
designs and made by Andrew MacDonald. The pots cover a wide range of time and techniques from
coil built prehistoric vessels to post-medieval tin-glazed wares. The exhibition is on until 29th January
1995. For further information please contact the museum at Mill Green, Hatfield, Herts AL9 5PD.
Tel. 0707 271362.

CONFERENCES

Medieval and Post-medieval pottery: Methods and Results of its Study - this will be be the second
meeting in Tondela, Portugal to discuss medieval and post-medieval pottery and will be held from 22nd
- 25th March 1995. The speakers will be drawn from all over Europe, but at the time of printing the
only names known are three from the UK - Duncan Brown, Christopher Gerrard and Sarah Jennings. If
anyone would like further information on this conference please contact Jodo Manuel Diogo, Camara
Municipal di Tondela, 3460 Tondela, Portugal.



La céramique trés décorée dans I’Europe du
Nord-Ouest Xe - XVe siécles - 3¢me Colloque
International du Group de Recherches et d’etudes
sur la Ceramique dans le Nord/Pas-de-Calais. The
conference will take place on 7th - 8th April 1995 at
Douai and will cover all aspects of the production,
distribution and use of highly decorated pottery in
north western Europe in the medieval period.

The speakers include Isabelle Bourger, Jean
Cartier, Rémy Guadagnin, Kenneth Barton, Alan
Vince, Jan Baart, Per Kristian Madsen, Frans
Verhaeghe, Alain Jacques, Agnés Boivin, Claude
Lorren, Jean Chapelot. Anyone who would like
further information should contact: 3e Colloque
international du GREC Nord/Pas-de-Calais, Secrétariat du colloque, Service Archéologique de Douai,
191, rue Saint-Albin, 59500 Douai, France. Tel. 27.96.90.60 Fax 27.96.90.75. Please hurry as the
closing date for applications was in December. (Illustration of a highly decorated Kingston-type ware jug
by Jacqui Pearce.)

MEETINGS AND LECTURES

From medieval to modern - An introduction to Liverpool Museum’s ceramics collection by Myra
Brown, Curator of Ceramics. A lunchtime lecture on 2nd March 1995, 12.30pm-1.30pm. Booking
essential, tickets available from the Education and Public Programmes Department, Liverpool
Museum, William Brown Street, Liverpool L3 8EN.

Interpreting Stratigraphy - The next meeting will be held at a venue to be announced in Worcester on
3rd March 1995. Please contact Hal Dalwood, County Archaeological Service, Hereford and Worces-
ter County Council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS. Tel 0905 458608.

STOP PRESS!

MEDIEVAL POTTERY TRAINING DAYS

One of the requirements of ceramicists that was identified during Maureen Mellor’s Survey was the
need for training. It is hoped that the first stage of the training initiative will begin in the New Year.
This would take the form of three separate days on the following subjects:

1. Identifying imports from excavations - Duncan Brown
2. Production Techniques in medieval and post-medieval pottery - John Hudson.
3. Staffordshire Ceramics for the Archaeologist - David Barker.

The idea is that these training sessions will take place at Regional Group meetings and the trainers
Duncan Brown, John Hudson and David Barker will come to Regional meetings for a day to give
these sessions. Each MPRG Regional Group can arrange when and where they want to hold the
training days with the individual trainer. All the Regional Group Secretaries will be contacted in the
New Year with detaijled information about what each session will cover and how to go about arranging
them.

Sarah Jennings



WASTERS POT SPOT

Unfortunately 'Mr Waster' has been sent out into a cold and damp trench somewhere in the Midlands,
trowel and shovel in hand but alas far from a word processor. However he does promise to send another
tantalising ceramic puzzle for the next newsletter so watch this space!

AAL&S
The Association of Archaeological Illustrators and Surveyors kindly sponsored this issue of the Newslet-
ter.

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER! - So if you know something that you think other people in the
MPRG ought to know - conferences, lectures, exhibitions, publications or any news relevant to
pottery and archaeology - please send or fax a note to: Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter,
c/o Chester Archaeological Service, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD. Tel. 0244



