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COUNCIL MEETING

A new-look Council met in the British Museum on the 21st June 1994. Charlie Murray presided as
usual but newly-elected members included myself as Secretary, Mike Hughes as Co-Editor, Jacqueline
Pearce as Assistant Editor, Paul Blinkhorn and Helen Walker as Ordinary Members.

The President welcomed new Council members and outlined the business that lies ahead. This included
the Cologne Conference, our second Continental venture; the Dictionary of Medieval Ceramic
Forms, a Working Standards report; various training days; as well as the continued publication of
Medieval Ceramics.

All these matters were discussed, and progress was reported on all fronts - watch this space for more
news. The new Editors have perhaps the most unenviabie task, in maiiaining the excellent standards
set by Lyn Blackmore and Mark Redknap, but we have every faith in them. It has been decided to
make Medieval Ceramics a refereed journal. This will hopefully attract more contributions from the
academic field. The Editors are also looking in to the possibility of producing a regular index supple-
ment. Council also discussed an article that appeared in the ‘Observer’ on the 8th May 1994. This
reported that the Roads Minister, Robert Key, would tell the Society of Antiquaries, at a seminar the
following week, that too much time is being spent on analysing finds that are not of national impor-
tance’. Council members were furnished with a transcript of Mr. Key’s speech. Oddly, this did not
contain any specific references to finds analysis. After some discussion it was decided to write to Mr.
Key asking for clarification of his views on archaeological finds, and whether he is intending to consult
with specialist finds groups. We await his response with interest.

Finally, as the incoming Secretary, I would like to acknowledge the huge debt the Group owes to my
predecessor, Sarah Jennings, for all the work she has done for us. I thank her also for being so helpful
during this hand-over period. Sarah is continuing to work for the Group by organising the British end
of the Cologne conference, thus earning a further debt of gratitude, and several drinks from all of us
when we get there!

Duncan H. Brown, Secretary.

1995 COLOGNE CONFERENCE

The programme for next years residential conference is enclosed with this Newsletter mailing. Please
remember to book early as the Cologne organisers need to know numbers and hotel bookings well in
advance. Places are limited initially to MPRG members and will be issued on a first come first served



basis. The Conference will provide an unique opportunity to see an enormous range of pottery dating
from the seventh to the sixteenth centuries and is amazingly good value for a conference fee of only £25!
However please remember that you will be responsible for your own travel and accomodation. Details of
the accomodation available will be sent on receipt of booking form.

Sarah Jennings.

NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
At the AGM in May the Secretary, Editors, Assistant Editor, Meetings Secretary and two Ordinary
Members retired from Council, in their place the following members were elected:

Duncan Brown Secretary
Katherine Barclay Co-Editor
Michael Hughes Co-Editor
Jacqueline Pearce  Assistant Editor
Victoria Buteux =~ Meetings Secretary
Paul Blinkhorn Ordinary Member
Helen Walker Ordinary Member

1995 AGM

As next years three day annual conference will be held in Cologne the 1995 AGM of the MPRG will be
held during a one day meeting at Norwich Castle Museum on the 7th October 1995. The theme of the
meeting will be ‘Presentation and Publication of Ceramics’. More details will follow in a future edition
of the Newsletter.

Victoria Buteux, Meetings Secretary.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TRAINING

A number of subscriptions are still in arrears, final It is hoped to announce more news of the
reminders will be sent out with the December News- plans for training courses in ceramics in the
letter so please check that your subscription is up to December Newsletter. Regional group secre-
date now! All subscriptions should be sent to: MPRG taries will be contacted direct about the
Treasurer, c/o The Department of Medieval and Later proposed one day training schemes outlined

Antiquities, The British Museum, London WC1 3DG. at this year's AGM.

REGIONAL GROUPS

West Midlands - The next meeting will study medieval and post-medieval stonewares and will be held
at the British Museum on Tuesday, 18th October. The day will be led by Beverley Nenk and will
consist of a handling session, a tour of the new galleries and the Reserve Collection. Further
details will be circulated to WMPRG members. Anyone else who is interested in attending should
contact Victoria Buteux, County Archaeological Service, Hereford and Worcester County Council,
Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS. Tel. 0905 458608.

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS - BACK NUMBERS

Volumes 1 -5 of Medieval Ceramics have been reprinted so it is now possible to order back numbers of
all volumes. Prices are: Volumes 1 - 5 £5; Volumes 6-14 £7; Volumes 15-16 £10. Postage and pack-
ing is 5% of cost price for the UK and 10% overseas. Copies are available from the Treasurer, MPRG,
c/o Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG.



PUBLICATIONS

Report on the Excavations at Usk 1965-1976; Medieval and Later Usk by Paul Courtney. This volume
is one of a series detailing the extensive excavations carried out at Usk, Gwent between 1965 and 1976.
Major finds from this period include a medieval farmstead on the edge of the town, the medieval de-
fences, a seventeenth-century cesspit with important environmental, ceramic and glass finds, and a nine-
teenth century prison exercise yard. The report includes a major comparative and interdisciplinary study
of urban development in Gwent during the medieval and early modern periods which places Usk in its
regional context.

University of Wales Press, 1994. ISBN 0-7083-1245-4. Hardback. 165pp, 66 figs and 25 pls. £30.

EXHIBITIONS

Clues in Clay - an AMSSEE touring exhibition (see
Newsletter No.8 December 1990), has been resurrected at
a permanent location in God’s House Tower Museum
of Archaeology, Southampton. The exhibition was origi-
nally put together by Southampton City Museums and is
based on medieval pottery from their collections. Extra
items have been added to fill six cases instead of the
original four. The principles of characterising fabrics and
forms are outlined , and the ceramic evidence for the
development of Southampton’s medieval maritime trade
is presented. The aim is to give an idea of how colourful
and varied medieval pottery was, and how wonderfully
interesting it is to study. The Museum of Archaeology is
open Tuesday to Saturday, 10.00 to 17.00, Sundays Al Paristan fug foor West Hall, Southasipion, One ePthe
14.00 to 17.00. There are admission charges. exhibifs.if ‘Clues in Clay”. Draswn by Simon Griffin sfier RG Thornson.

Europe 15th-18th Centuries - British Museum - the collections of European ‘applied arts’ from the
Renaissance and later periods have been redisplayed in two new galleries, which were opened in
July 1994. The displays illustrate historical and cultural changes in Europe from the fifteenth to the
eighteenth centuries using objects with historical associations and of archaeological and documentary
importance. The galleries are arranged chronologically from the early Renaissance in Italy, Northern
Europe and Tudor Europe to the French Revolution. A wide range of post-medieval ceramics are in the
displays including Spanish lustrewares from the Godman Bequest, Italian maiolica, John Dwight stone-
wares and eighteenth century porcelain including Meissen, Sevres and Chelsea.

The museum is open Monday - Saturday 10-5; Sunday 2.30-6. Closed during the Christmas period, 1st
January, Good Friday and the first Monday in May. Admission free.

Nonsuch - Jonathan Horne, 66¢ Kensington Church St, London W8 4BY - 5th October - 20th Decem-
ber 1994. An exhibition of glass and ceramics recovered from excavations at the site of Henry VIII’s
palace. Open 10-5.30 Monday to Friday. Admission free.

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

Finds Research Group AD 700-1700 - the Autumn 1994 meeting is on ‘Combs and Comb making’
and will be held on Monday 7th November at the British Academy, London. A special offer for 1994
allows you to join the Finds Research Group AD 700-1700 and receive the complete set of 16 Data-



sheets for only £10.00. Annual subscription is normally £3.00 and Datasheet sets £15.00 for non-

members. Details of the special offer and the seminar may be obtained form the Secretary, Jane
Cowgill, CLAU, The Lawn, Union Road, Lincoln LN 3BL.

WASTER'S POT SPOT (Our anonymous contributor has decided on a pseudonym!)

You lucky people! Time to stop gnashing the duvet, it’s the result of puzzle pot No 1. After an ava-
lanche of entries (ten), the most popular suggestion was that the vessel in question was a urinal, with
one correspondent in the south-west of England sending in a reply which was only surpassed in its self-
assuredness by its lack of accuracy. The vessel in question, as you will have noted from the drawing has
- apierced base. Now, I don’t know about you, but I prefer my urinals watertight..... . There was an
extremely amusing suggestion from a correspondent in Southampton which, sadly, cannot be pub-
lished as it would probably lead to war with France, but first prize goes to Barbara Hurman: ‘The vessel
in question was a garden seed separator / riddle. The seed heads are loaded in through the upper orifice
and raked from the side opening, causing the seeds to fall through the holes in the base. The empty
husks are then tipped out of the top’. Wrong, but well worth a bottle. A runner with a forked stick
containing same will be sent out from the Pot Bunker in the very near future.

But what was this mystery vessel? Households in rural France traditionally keep rabbits in cages in
the back yard of their houses. Rabbits sleep and breed underground, which presents a problem when
they are in a wire mesh cage, so one of our mystery pot’s functions is as an artificial burrow/nest.
When the bunnies have reached just the right degree of plumpness, the upper orifice is uncorked and the
unfortunate creatures removed, killed and introduced to a selection of herbs and garlic and a good
wine sauce. I’m sure you can work out what the holes in the are for ....

So there we are. Another vessel will appear in the next Newsletter, and it will definitely not be a urinal.
Watch this space.....

‘Waster’.

EXCAVATIONS AT SCADBURY MOATED MANOR, CHISLEHURST
On Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th September this medieval moated manor site will be open to the
public. Members of the Orpington & District Archaeological Society (ODAS) will give guided tours,
showing the work that is currently being done on the site as well as the remains of the foundations
or the buildings associated with the Walsingham family. Guided tours will be given at 15 minute inter-
vals throughout both afternoons, the first at 2.00pm and last at 4.30pm. There will also be a slide show,
refreshments and bookstall.

Admission is free. Limited car parking is available by ticket only, applications should be made to: Mr
M Meekums, 27 Eynsford Close, Petts Wood, BR5 1DP.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next issue will be sent out in December 1994, the deadline for copy is 21st November 1994
which should be sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, c/o Chester Archaeological Service,
27, Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD.



