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This year’s AGM in Nottingham brings major changes to the Group’s Council with the resignation of the
Secretary, Meetings Secretary, Editors, Assistant Editor and two Ordinary Members of Council. No, this
is not a mass desertion - they have all served their permitted terms and have done so with distinction. The
Group is extremely fortunate in having officers and members of Council who despite leading busy lives
devote so much of their time to furthering the Groups aims and objectives, I wish therefore on your
behalf to extend grateful thanks to Sarah Jennings (Secretary), Varian Denham (Meetings Secretary),
Lyn Blackmore and Mark Redknap (Editors), Katherine Barclay (Assistant Editor) and Duncan Brown
and Peter Davey (Ordinary Members) without their hard work the President’s job would not be as easy
as it is nor would the Group be in the strong position it is today

Charles Murray, President.

COUNCIL MEETING

The last meeting was held at the British Museum on 26th January,1994. This meeting was brought
forward by three weeks to maximise the time for the preparation of Medieval Ceramics Volume 17; the
Editors have assembled an excellent Journal based on the papers at the Southampton imports conference
and various grants towards publication have been applied for. New leaflets and stationery were presented
to incorporate the change of the Group’s address and the Registered Charity number. The Treasurer
reported his enquiries about members covenanting subscriptions, and it is hoped that this will be in
operation by the summer; he also reported that a Giro account number had been applied for to enable the
Group to obtain free banking with Giro now it is a Charity. Applications for the Nottingham conference
were beginning to come in and the President and Secretary reported on their meeting with Sven Schutte
about the Cologne Conference in 1995. Decisions about the one day conference to be held in the Autumn
of 1995 were left to the new Council to make. The first meeting of the newly elected Council will be held
in June.

Sarah Jennings, Secretary.

REGIONAL GROUPS

East Midlands - Judy Wilkinson is now secretary of the group and can be contacted at CLAU, Char-
lotte House, The Lawn, Union Rd, Lincoln LN1 3BL. Various things have been happening in the region
recently and not so recently. Hilary Healey reports that a watching brief in 1992 at the potting village of
Toynton All Saints recorded remains of a possible brick-floored tile kiln and a clay built pottery kiln. Bob
Alvey is working on material from Weeting Castle near Thetford, Rufford Abbey, Repton, Brackenfield
and Nottingham, St. George’s Street. The fourth annual report of EMASPP (City of Lincoln Archaeol-
ogy Unit Archaeol Rep n0.86) on NAA of Anglo-Saxon Shelly Wares by MJ Hughes was produced in



February 1994. Available from CLAU. Please send £1.00 to cover costs.

West Midlands - A meeting on ‘Late medieval and early post-medieval pottery from the Six Towns’
was held on the 30th March at Stoke on Trent City Museum. This was wrongly advertised in the last
Newsletter as being on 30th May - editor's apologies to all those concerned and for any disappointment
caused at missing this interesting meeting. The next meeting will be in October at Gloucester City
Museum, the topic will be “Pottery from recent excavations in Gloucester’ further details will be in the
next Newsletter.

South Central - The group held a meeting on Saturday 9th April, the topic for the day was recent work
on medieval ceramics in Wessex. Pottery from excavations in Berkshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire, the Isle of
Wight and Dorset was discussed. Lorraine Mepham is the group’s new secretary and can be contacted at
Wessex Archaeology, Portway House, South Portway Estate, Old Sarum, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 6EB.

PUBLICATIONS

Céramiques du XIVe siecle trouvées dans un dépotoir de I’abbaye de Maubuisson, by Véronique
Durey-Blary published by Service Départmental d’ Archéologie du Val-d’Oise. A well illustrated study of
a large assemblage of pottery found during the excavation of a cess pit at the abbaye de Maubuisson.
Nearly 200 vessels were found - including cooking vessels, glazed jugs, dishes and cups - which had been
deposited during the first half of the fourteenth century. Pub. 1993, 144pp, ISBN 2-907459-08-2.
Available from: Conseil général du Val-d’Oise, Direction des affaires culturelles, 2, le Campus - 95032
CERGY -PONTOISE Cedex. Price not known at time of printing this Newsletter.

Assembled Articles I ed H.Clevis and J. Thissen. Eighteen papers presented at the symposium on medi-
eval and post-medieval ceramics held in Nijmegen in September 1993. The papers (mainly in English)
cover recent research in the Netherlands,Belgium and Germany with the emphasis on methodological and
interpretative approaches to ceramics. 206pp. Price £4; 115,00, Bfr300; Dm15,00 ,available from
Stichting Promotie Archeologie, Lijnbaan 103, 8011 AP Zwolle, 038-212299 Netherlands.

Excavations at Chester, Saxon occupation within the Roman fortress: sites excavated 1971-1981 , by
Simon Ward et al. This describes the late Saxon remains found during seven excavations in the former
Roman fortress. Significant finds of the period from other parts of the city are also included. The devel-
opment of Saxon Chester as a whole, and the trading connections of the port are also discussed. Avail-
able form The Museum Shop, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor St, Chester CH1 2DD; price £20 +
£1.60 p&p. Cheques should be made available to Chester City Council.

EXHIBITIONS
Renaissance Gallery, British Museum - The new Renaissance Gallery should be open from the
beginning of August 1994 more information will be available in the next Newsletter.

Penny plain, Twopence Coloured - Transfer Printing on English Ceramics - Stoke on Trent City Mu-
seum and Art Gallery, Bethesda St, Hanley, Stoke on Trent ST1 3DE - 25th June - 18th September
1994. Printing on pottery began in England in 1750s. Patterns were produced on copper plates, trans-
ferred onto paper and then onto pottery. This exhibition looks at a range of different ways of transferring
the designs, at the origins of patterns from early oriental themes to Victorian romantic views, and shows
the best of the English porcelain and earthenware printed pots made during the 100 years 1750-1850.
The museum is open Monday -Saturday 10.07 -5.00 and Sunday 2.00 - 5.00. Admission free.



CONFERENCES

Finds Research Group AD 700-1700 - the Spring meeting for 1994 is on Anglo-Saxon finds from
Northumbria and will be held on 10th May 1994 at the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum in Middles-
brough. The group hold 1-day meetings twice yearly on a variety of themes related to the interpretation
of finds. Further details on this year’s meetings and membership of the group (annual subscription £3.00)
which includes free admission to the seminars, may be obtained from the Secretary, Jane Cowgill,
CLAU, The Lawn, Union Road, Lincoln LN1 3BL.

Artefacts from Wrecks: The archaeology of material culture from shipwrecks of the late middle
ages to the industrial revolution. An international conference organised jointly by the Society for Post-
Medieval Archaeology and the Nautical Archaeology Society and to be held at the National Museum of
Wales from 9th-10th September 1994. For booking details please write to Mark Redknap, Dept. of
Archaeology and Numismatics, National Museum of Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF1 3NP.

Gender and Material Culture from Prehistory to the Present. An interdisciplinary conference to be
held at the University of Exeter from 4th-6th July 1994. This conference will focus on the approaches
which can be used to study gender and material culture since prehistoric times, and will bring together
archaeologists, historians and museum curators. The range of themes covered will include: Accumulation
and Consumption, Exchange and Trade, Transmission of possessions, Image and Gender Identity, Food
and diet, Gender and Technology. For further information please contact Dr Linda Hurcombe and Dr
Moira Donald, Dept of History and Archaeology, University of Exeter, Exeter EX4 4QH.

Post-medieval archaeology in Italy - While medieval archaeology in Italy has been practised for some
time and the ‘“Medieval Archaeology’” review has been published for twenty years Marco Milanese
writes that post-medieval archaeology is still far from Italian archaeologists’ interests. There are few
post-medieval excavations and above all there is no research design. With the aim of underlining the
problems of this research area and its methods two conferences will take place during 1994: the first one
in May at Albisola (Savona), organized by Centro Ligure per la Storia della Ceramica and Sassari Uni-
versity - “‘Post-Medieval pottery in Italy. The archaeology contribution’’. The second one in October
organized by Sassari University - ‘‘Post-Medieval archaeology: the European experience and Italy’” will
discuss the situation of Italian post-medieval archaeology in the European context. Further details from:
Prof. Marco Milanese. Dipartimento di Storia. Universita di Sassari. 07100 SASSARI (ITALY).

MEDIEVAL POTTERY FROM GREECE

The following off prints have been donated to the MPRG by the British School at Athens and can be
consulted by contacting Beverley Nenk at the Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British
Museum.

1) Excavations at Sparta: The Roman Stoa, 1988-89. Preliminary Report, Part 1. (c) Medieval Pottery’,
The Annual of the British School at Athens 88(1993), 251-286.

2) *Three Peloponnesian Churches and their importance for the chronology of late 13th and early 14th
century pottery in the Eastern Mediterranean’ in V. Déroche et J-M. Spieser (eds), Recherches sur la
Céramique Byzantine (Bulletin de correspondance Hellénique, supplément XVIII, Ecole Francaise

d’ Athenes, 1989), 189-199.

3) An assemblage of Frankish Pottery at Corinth’, Hesperia vol 56, no 2 (1987), 159-195.



BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

The 8th annual conference of BANEA will be held in London at the British Museum and the Institute of
Archaeology from 1st - 3rd December 1994. The theme will be ‘Capital Cities’. The principal lecture will
be by Peter Parr on Petra. Offers of papers are invited as well as proposals for organising workshops,
closing date for papers is the 30th June. BANEA exists to distribute information about recent develop-
ments in Near Eastern archaeology. Membership is open to anyone interested in the archaeology and
history of the Ancient Near East. For further information about the conference and membership details
please contact: Dr John Curtis, Department of Western Asiatic Antiquities, The British Museum, London
WCI1B 3DG.

PUZZLE POT SPOT (No 1 in an intermittent series)
A MPRG member has contributed this item and generously offered a prize! Apparently he has several
more odd pots to puzzle people which may appear in future issues of the Newsletter.

So you reckon you know your pots do you? Do you sleep soundly, safe in the knowledge that you didn’t
get where you are today with out knowing the difference between a posset cup and a chafing dish? Well,
no longer!! This little feature, specially designed to keep you awake at night and chewing the duvet in a
frenzy of self-doubt, will change all that. Illustrated below is a pot, published in a southern French local
history journal, and as I’'m in a rather good mood today, I'll even tell you that it’s post-medieval and that
the upper orifice was sealed for most of the time during usage. It had only one (very) specific function,
and all you clever pot people are going to tell me what it is, aren’t you?
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Answers to Puzzle Pot via the editor. The solution, aiong with the name of the person who sends in the
first correct answer will be published in the next Newsletter, earning the victor a bottle of French Red.
Lack of a correct answer will result in the bottle going to the person who provides the most amusing/
imaginative suggestion!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all who sent in information for this Newsletter, PLEASE keep sending in notices of con-
ferences, publications and exhibitions. If anyone knows of any other events or has information which
will interest MPRG members in Britain or abroad please send details to the address below.

NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next Newsletter will be distributed at the end of August 1994 the deadline for copy is 29th July 1994 which
should be sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, ¢/o Chester Archaeological Service, 27 Grosvenor Street,

Chester CH1 2DD.



