
L

t

MPRG
NE,WS
LE,TTER
Newsletter no.17 December 19ll

COIINCIL MEETING

MPRG Ree. CharitY No.1018513

The last Council meeting was held in London on 20th October at the British Museum. Council dis-
cussed changing the permanent address of the Group as the York Archaeological Trust (our current
address) have moved to new premises and Sarah Jennings retires as Secretary at the AGM in May. The
British Museum has kindly offered to act as our new holding address and this will come into effect from
January 1994. All correspondence should be addressed:

c/o Th.e Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities,
The British Museum,
Great Russell Street,
London WCI 3DG.

Arrangements for the one day conference and the AGM to be held at Nottingham on 21st May 1994
were ffnaiiseci, ffrii iieraiis ar's enuiosed wirh tiris riswsiei.isr.

The Editors outlined the proposed contents of Medieval Ceramics 17. This will be based on last years
conference held in Southampton on Late Medieval Imported Pottery and it is hoped to include many of
the papers held at the conference. The Editors are also redrafting the 'Notes for Contributors to
Medieval Ceranrics'. If anyone would like a copy of these please would they write to the Secretary at
the above address. Council also discussed a proposal to reprint some of the earlier volumes of Medi-
eval Ceramics, most of which have entirely sold out now. For further details see below.

Beverley Nenk has agreed to be the Group's representative at CBA meetings. The next Council meet-
ing will be on Wednesday 16th February 1994.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are due on lst February 1994, renewal forms are enclosed with this newsletter. Don't
forget fill your form in now!! This year's volume of Medieval Ceramics has now been distributed to all
those who are up to date with their subscriptions. If you have not received a copy and your subscrip-
tion is not in arrears please write to the Secretary at the above address.

REGIONAL GROUPS
West Midlands - The next meeting will be held at the City Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent
on Wednesday 30th }lday 1994. Details of the meeting have yet to be finalised but the topic will be
late medieval and post-medievai pottery from the area of the Six Towns. There will also be the oppor-
tunity to view and even contribute to the National Reference Collection of Post-Medieval Pottery
housed at the museum. The cost will be t2 including tea and coffee, for further information please
contact Deborah Ford or David Barker at City Museum and Art Gallery, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent
STi 3DW. Tel A7822A2173 ext279.



A}iGLO.SAXON STAMP ARCHTVE
Tr,e new address for the archive of Anglo-Saxon pottery stamps is:

9, St Michael's Greerq Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 zBN.

HUGO BLAKE'S NEW ADDRESS
On ist October 1993 Hugo Blake transferred to Royal Holloway from Queen Mary and Westfield Col-
lege, his new address is:

Department of History, Royal Holloway University oflondorq EgharU SURREY TW20 OEX.

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS - BACK NIJMBERS
It is intended to produce 'cheap and cheerful' reprints of Medieval Ceramics, volumes one to five,
which are now out of print, these reprints will cost S5 per copy. In order to judge in advance what the
demand will be for these reprints would anyone who is interested in ordering copies please write to:
Treasurer, NORG, c/o Dept. of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museunq Great Russell

Street, London WCl 3DG

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS. RE\rIEWS OF NEW PI]BLICATIONS B

The Editors would like to hear from anyone who is interested in reviewing new publications or who
knows of a publication suitable for review in Medieval Ceramics. Reviews of foreign language publica-
tions would be weicome. Anyone who has a particular area of interest and/or knowledge of a foreign
language should contact the Editors at the above address. Unfortunatetry a free review copy may not
always be possible.

NG${Ti{ATIONS F'OR I\IEW }EEE{BERS OF COUNCIL
Please note that nominations for the posts of Secretary, Meetings Secretary, two Editors, Assistant
Editor and two Ordinary Members of Council need to be submitted not less than six weeks befbre the
AGM on 21st May 1994 ie 8th April 1994. Nominations should be made in writing with names of a
proposer and a seconder and sent to. MPRG Secretary, c/o Department ofMedieval and Later Antiq-
uities, British Museunq London WC1 3DG.

PUBLICATIONS
Selectian, Retention and Dispersal of Archaeolagical Collections -Gutdelinesfor use in England,

Wales and Northern lreland First Mition 1993. Produced by the Society of Museum Archaeolo-
gists these guidelines examine the principles and procedures for the selectioq retention and dispersal

of archaeological collections, and the criteria for retention of the artefactual, environmental and

documentary archive. While intended for use primarily by the archaeological curator, the Guidelines
will also be of interest to excavators, finds officers and specialists and all those concerned with the crea-
tion and curation of the archaeological record.

Price !5.50 (13.50 SMA members) inc postage in the UK. Copies may be obtained from Jenny Hall,
SMA Assistant Treasurer, Museum of Londorq 150 London Wall, London F,CZY 5HN; cheques should
be made payable to "Society ofMuseum Archaeologists".

Trsvaux du Groupe de Recherches et d'Etudes sur la C€ramique dqns le Nord-Pasde-Calais: Acts du
Colloque d'Outreau 0A-12 avril 1992): La cdramique du Wme au Xdme siicle dans l'Europe du
Nord-Ouest The second international colloquium of GREC was held at Outreaux near Boulogne in
April 1992 and studied the pottery of the 5th -10th centuries in North West Europe. Papers weie
presented by speakers from France, tselgium, England and Netherlands. These conference proceed-
ings contain twenty papers in French and English starting with a survey of the transition from the
Roman to medieval period and going on to examine recent ceramic research in north west Europe. As



well as containing the conference proceedings the volume has articles by C.Dherent (Les sources de

l'histoire de ia c(iamique) and Gilles Blieck (La fai'encerie artistique de Bruyn b Fives-Lille
(Nord), 1862?-i950). The conference is reviewed in the current volume of Medieval Ceramics.

280 pages with photographs and illustrations; 290 francs (post & packing inc.) available from

C.R.A.D. C., B.P. 6, 6260 1 BERCK-SUR-MER Cedex.

The proceedings from the 1988 conference - La ceramique medieval at post-medievale du Nord de la

France - are still available pnce 27A francs. (This volume was reviewed in Medieval Ceramics vol 13

1989.) Both volumes may be purchased for the special price of 460 francs (while stocks last) from the

aboVe address.

Les habitats du lac de laladru (Isire) dsns leur environnement, Laformation d'un terroirau Xle
sibcle by Michel Coiardelle and Eric Verdel and others; Editions de la Maison des Sciences de

l'Homme Paris. A study of a fortified settlement constructed in 1003 AD and abandoned c.1040 before

being submerged under Lake Paladru (between Lyon and Grenoble). The waterlogged site preserved

evidence of timber structures, artefacts and ecofacts providing information on food supply and agricul-

ture. Research of the site has led to a new interpretation ofthe events leading up to the revolution of
1000 AD, a key period in the history ofthe West. The study is of interest to historianand naturalistrand

to those interested in the relationship between archaeology and history, the former producing unique

evidence to support the lauer.

416 pages,zg4figsandphotos, ISBN2735104990, price400Frfrancs. AvailablefromDiff:sion
CID, 131, bd Saint-Mchel75005 Paris, France.

Plrtisir.s et Maniires de Table atn -ilVe et XVe sibcles, the catalogue of an exhihition held in the Mus6e

des Augustins, Toulouse in 1992 on culinary practise, tablewares etc. The catalogue contains articles on

medieval food and eating habits and tablewares including glass, wood, pottery and metal utensils. Notes

on excavations in Paris are also included.

About 350 pages, price 200 francs (inc p&p), ISBN 2 gU 820 03 4 available from Mus6e des

Augustins, 21 rue de Metz, 31000 Toulouse, France.

REYIEW
Stipware by David Barker (Shire Album 297, {,2.25, /SB}f 0 7478 0221 1). 32 pages. Over 50 brTv

photographs.

In this new Shire Album David Barker introduces and describes the production of post-medieval

slipware in England and Wales. The booklet is arranged in five short chapters or sections with the

he-adings: 'Whit is slipware?', 'The beginnings of English slipware', 'Staffordshire slipware', 'The

continuing tradition', 'Industry and beyond'. As with other Shire publications the album finishes with
a useful list of books on the subject and places to visit where displays of slipware vessels may be seen.

The first sectiorq as may be deemed &om the title, describes what slipware is, various uses of slip and
briefly explains how pots are glazed aad fired. The various terms used to describe the techniques of
decoration and production are introduced and explained. Slipware is also given a social context and
the point is made that stpwares, particularly the elaborate pieces were only a part of a potter's

output. The second section explains the European influencesparticularly fromtheNetherlands
which stimulated the development of what we know today as slipware. English slipware production
is described beginning with sgraffito wares of south west England and trailed wares of Essex. The
spread throughout England and Wales is traced with reference to excavated material, the range of
wares produced and the domestic and export market for slipwares. The section on Staffordshire
discusses the named potters and their work with illustrations of well known highly decorated dishes.
However the wide range of wares made for more general use are discussed as well with illustrations



of excavated vessels from Burslem.and Hanley. The penultimate chap.ter describqS hory desp.ite competi-
tion from Staffordshie smaller local pottenes -continued to produce sltpwares until soclal ancl economlc
changes contributed to their eventual decline.

Finally the reader is reminded that although traditional slipware potteries declined slip itself contin-
ued to be used as a method of decoration on late eighteenth and nineteenth century industrially
produced wares, David Barker brings us up to date with the resurgence of interest in traditional
Ityles in the Arts and Crafts movement, the revival of craft pottery in the Twentieth century and

contemporary potters who use slip decoratio4 particularly mentioning the work of Mary Wondrausch
and John Hudson. The album is packed full of illustrations of vessels &om production centres men-

tioned in the text using well-known examples as well as lesser known excavated pieces. The photo-
graphs are all black and white as is the norm for the Shire Album series however the eye-catching
colour cover gives a good idea of the colourful nature of the slipwares depicted inside.

'slipware' is an attractive and concise account which uses references to doeumentary sources, archaeo-

logical evidence and museum pieces to provide a good introduction to the basics of slipware production
and use in England and Wales. This reviewer found it enjoyable and informative to read and well
worth 12.25.

Julie Edwards.

CONFERENCES
Society for Post-MedievalArchaeolog -22nd-24thApril 1994. TheBath Archaeological Trust is

hosting a SPMA study tour of Acton Court, Avon, the l6th cenfury courtier's house recently exca-

vated and conserved by the Trust. A day wili also be spent at Bristol City Museum examining the
finds from tile excavations. For further details please contact David Gaimster, Dept of Medieval and

Later Antiquities, British Museum.

PTE-SLICE I{EWS
A programme of pie-slice training coxrses have been drawn up for 1994. The first course will be held

in Marctr, for further information please contact Clive Orton, Institute of Archaeology, University
College London, 3l - 34 Gordon Square, London WCIH OPY.

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS ON THF, M25
The new Clacket Lane Service Station on the M25, near Junction 6 in Suney, was built on the site of
some medieval kilns and part ofthe production area. Also in the vicinity wa$ a Roman villa. In the

service station is a small display showing maps and plans of the site photographs of the archaeological
work that went on there ( and gives a good indication of the awful conditions that some of the work
was done in). Included in the display is an explanation of what is involved in the post-excavation

work and some of the finds from the site, both from the Roman period and examples of the medieval
pottery made there. It is a nice display which is weU laid out and was certainly attracting the attention

of passers by on their way to and from the toilets!

Sarah Jennings

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This newsletter is sponsored by Shire Publications Ltd.

Thank you to all who sent in information for this Newsletter. Particular thanks to Nicole Meyer who
sent information on several French publications more of which will appear in the next newsletter.
PLEASE keep sending in notices of conferences, publications and exhibitions. If anyone knows of any

other events or has information which will interest MPRG members in Britain or abroad please send

details to the address below.

NEXT I{EWSLETTER
The next issue will be sent out in early April 1994, the deadline for copy is 21st March 1994 which should be
sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, c/o Chester Archaeological Senice, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CEI
2DD.


