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COUNCIL MEETINGS
The MPRG Council met in June at the British Museum. Items discussed were the next one day Con-

ference to be held at Nottingham in May 1994 (see below) and the three or four day conference in

1995. Sven Schutte's invitation to the MPRG to hold its Conference that year in Cologne and Bonn

was discussed. This will probably take place in May and will cover material from the Frankish period to
the 18th century.

Work on the Dictionary of Medieval Ceramic Forms is underway at long last. Also it was decided to

institute two small working parties, one on Standards and Guidelines - Charlie Murray and Duncan

Brown; the other to look into training strategies and needs - Beverley Nenh Chris Gerrard and

Sarah Jennings. We hope to report on these more fully in the next Newsletter.

As we are now a registered charity, Council agreed to look into covenanting subscriptions and

Treasurer, Paul Miles, will be sending out forms for this with the srr.bscnption renewals.

The next Council meeting will be on Wednesday 20th October.

NEW MEMBERS OF COUNCIL NEEDEDI
As reported in the last newsletter, several members of Council retire at the next AGM in May 1994.

We are particularly looking for replacements for the Meetings Secretary, two Editors and an

Assistant Editor and two Ordinary Members of Council. The MPRG can only survive if its members

continue to be involved in its activilies and help to keep it going. If anyone would like further details

about what is involved they should contact Sarah Jennings, Secretary h/PRG, on 0705 817472.

1994 ANNUAL CONtr'ERENCE
We will hold a one day conference on 21st May 1994, at Nottingham. The subject of the meeting will
be'Kiln Assemblages - problems and strategies in research and publication'. During the morning a

number of case studies will be presented, followed in the afternoon by papers which propose standards

for recording, analysis, reference collections and publication and discuss work design and funding op-

portunities in this field. Samples from key unpublished kiln assemblages will be displayed together

with lists and distribution maps by region. The Annual General Meeting will be held during the day.

A full conference prografirme and application form will be clrculated with the December Newsletter. If
you would like further information at this point please contact Varian Denham, 140 Francis Avenue,

Southsea. PO4 OER. Tel (0705') 562689. Delegates wishing to bring material for display are asked in

the first instance to contact their Regional Secretary.



REGIONAL GROUPS
West Midlands Pottery Research Group will be holding a meeting on 'Castles and ceramics - some

aspects of settlement archaeology' on Thursday 14th October at the Civic Offices, Stafford Borough

Council, Riverside, Stafford. Pottery from Stafford Castle will form the main attraction. Topics will
include the Staffordshire ceramic traditiorl aspects of castle ceramics, and the identification of functional

areas such as kitchens. For further information please contact Derek Hurst, Archaeological Service,

Hereford and Worcester County Council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester WR4 9LS. Tel

Worcester (0905) 58608.

PUBLICATIONS
Medieval and Later Pottery in Wales,

volume t3r 1992
is now available and features a survey of
medieval pottery and tiles in Wales AD
I100-1600 by Cliona Papazian and Ewan
Campbell. The volume consists of over 118

pages with line drawings and figures, all for
only f5! Copies can be obtained from Steve

Sell, Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust
Ltd, Ferryside Warehouse, Bath Lane, Swan-
sea SAI lRD. (Cheques should be made

payable to WMPRG)

EXEIBITIONS
'Fired Earth' - a colourful exhibition tracing the development of decorative tiling through the ages

in Europe with particular reference to Britain. The exhibitron begrns with examples of Islamic tiles &om

the Near East and medieval tiles from Northern Europe and ends with the work of contemporary tile
designers. A large number of lfth century tiles are featured along with illustrations of interiors and

buildings where tiles were used as deooratisn. The last two venues of this touring exhibition are:

Hull Town Docks Museurn, Queen Victoria St, Hull - l4thAugust 1993 -gth October 1993.

Scarborough Art Gallery, The Crescent, Scarborough - 23rd October -2nd January 1994; please phone

the gallery before planning your visit as opening times are restricted during the winter - 0723 374753.

'British Teapots and Tea drinking' - this touring exhibition features teapots from the Twining
Teapot Gallery at Norwich Castle Museum where the largest specialist collection of British ceramic

teapCIts in the world is housed. The exhibition accornpanies the HMSO publication British Teapots and

Tea Drinking by Robin Emmerson which charts the history of British tea drinking and tea wares. Venues

are as follows:

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery until lgth September 1993

City fut Centre, Market St, Edinburgh - fth October - 20th November 1993

Sunderland Museum and Art Gallery. Borough Rd, Sunderland - 4th December 1993 - 6th March 1994.

(A day-school on teapots is being held in Liverpool in November, see below.)



5.O'r mynydd hwn" - ..From this mountainr, - 26th AugUst until 3rd October 1993, at the

BershamHeritage Centre, Bershanr" Wrexham (TelWrexharn26l529). Anexhibitionwhishexplores

the history of pottery and brick making in the Buckley area of Clwyd, North Wales. Admission is free

and the centre is open 10am-5pm on weekdays and l2-5pm at weekends.

CONFERENCES AND COURSES
Society for Poet-Medieval Archaeologr
Recent Developments in Post-Medieval Archaeology in the West Mdlands - Wednesday 2fth October

lgg3 - City Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent. This one day conference covers a variety of
subjeCts including ceramics and will be the venue for the Annual General Meeting of the Society for
Post-Medieval Archaeology. David Barker will present a lecture on the excavation of an eighteenth

century pottery site at Shelton Farrq Stoke on Trent and there will be an opportunity to view the

National Reference Collection of Post-Medieval Ceramics housed at the rnuseum. Other topics

include medieval and post-medieval glass and glass manufacture in the area (three lectures), the

archaeolory of Dudley Castle and a post-medieval timber-framed building in lvlarket St, Tam.worth.

The conference fee is f,l0 for members of the SPMA L12.50 for non-SPMA members and 18

concessions. To book a place please contact David Barker, City Museum and Art Gallery, Bethesda

St, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, STI 3DE (Tel:0782 202173).

Ceramic Petrolory Group
The next meeting will be on I lth November 1993 at the British Museum Research Laboratory. Speak-

ers will include Lawrence Smith - Sudanese Pottery, Suzannah England - pottery from Martinique. There

will be a workshop on opaque minerals led by Chris Doherty. For further information please contact

Andrew Middleton or Ian Freestone,DepartmentofScientificResearch, BritishMuseunr, Great

Russell St, London WCI 3DG.

World Ceramic Congress
This conference entitled 'Ceramics Heritage' will be held in Florenc€ from 2fth June 1994 - 3rd July

1994. There will be five sessions: Interactions between ceramic technology and culture; Steps of
innovation in ceramic technology, Archaeometry and archaeology for dating and provenance; Analysis

of materials, degradation and studies for conservatio4 recovery and restoring, Ancient ceramic produc-

tion centres. Papers will be presented in English or Italian with simultaneous translation.

Registration formsareavailablefromlanFreestone, Department of Scientific Research" British Mu-

seurn, London wclB 3DG or 8th CMTEC, WORLD CERAh'IIC CONGRESS, Symposium of "The
Ceramics Heritage", PO Box 174,48010 FAENZd Italy.

Teapot day-school - 6th November 1993 - Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool. This day-school looks

at the development of the British ceramic teapot between 1700 and 1800. The tutor will be Robin

Emmerson and the fee for the day is I12. Enrolment details are available from: Dkector of Continu-

ing Educatioq The University ofliverpool, P.O.Box l4T,Livetpool L69 3BX.

WANTED! POTTERY RESEARCHER IN TRONDHf,'IM
Riksantikvaren in Trondheim are looking for a pottery researcher for 9 months, salary Nkr 12 985,50 -
14707,7A permontll for further details contactlan Reed immediately atRiksantilcvarerl
Utgravningskontoret for Trondheim, Kongensgate 85, N-7012 Trondheinr, Norway. (Tel. 010 477

592244; fax. 010 477 592110)
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MEDIEVAL CERAMICS IN CENTRAL GREECE. THE BOEOTIA PROJECT
Over the last ten y€ars a British team has been working on an extensive field survey in central
Greece. In May this year, thanks to a grant from The Leverhulme Trust, Patricia Lane was appointed
to work fulltime for the Boeotia project specifically concentratrng on the information that medieval
pottery can provide of rural development in Crreece. She is based at Durham University and will be
studyrng medieval ceramics from central Greece over the next three years. Anyone who is interested
in joining a network in order to exchange ideas and information relevant to the project or any
associated work should contacl Mrs Patricia Lane - The Boiotia Project, Department of Archaeol-
ogy, University ofDurham, Durham DHl 3NU - who will circulate a list of addresses. Please supply an
email address if possible.

A ST]RVTYAL GUIDE TO MAP2
'The Guidelines for the Preparation of Site Archives & Assessment for All Finds other than Fired Clay
Vessels' has been produced jointly by the Roman Finds Group and The Finds Research Group AD 700-
1700. This has a subtitle 'A Survival Guide to MAP2'. If ary member would like a copy please contact
Sarah Jennings, CAS, Fort Cumberland, Eastney, Portsmouth PO4 9LD.

THE OLI} POTTER'S ALMANACK ;dI

March 1993 saw the appearance of The Old Potter's Almanaclq a combined newsletter of three organisa-
tions - The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group, The Ceramic Petrology Group and The Experimental
Firing Group. The Almanack replaces the Newsletters which the individual groups previously sent
out. Apart from containing details of the three groups meetings the Almanack has useful short
reviews of meetings, conferences and publications particularly relevant to ceramic petrology, tech-
nology and prehistoric pottery. The newsletter also publishes short articles and notes describing cur-
rent or unpublished research projects. The editors hope that the Almanack will provide a forum for
'provocative ideas and views'. The first issue includes an article on research priorities for ceramic
petrology by Peter Wardle: a review of last year's TAG session -Ethnoarchaeology, Functionality
and Technical Studies of Ceramics: Complementarity and Confusion'; a proposal for a computer-
ised database for UK ceramic thin sections by Alan Vince and a feature giving practical advice and
information on holes in ceramic thin sections by fuidrew Middleton. If you don't subscribe to any of
the groups it's worth while finding someone who does and reading their copy of The Old Potter's
Almanack! &

Further information about the Ceramic Petrology Group and the newsletter may be obtained from
Andrew Middleton at the British Museum (see Conference section above for address).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
HMSO kindly sponsored this issue ofthe Newsletter.

Thank you to all who sent in information for this Newsletter, PLEASE keep sending in notices of
conferences, publications and exhibitions. If anyone knows of any other events or has information
which will interest MPRG members in Britain or abroad please send details to the address below.

NEXT NEWSLETTER &

The next issue will be sent aut just before Christmas 1993, the deadline lor copy is 30th November
1993 which should be sent to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, cta Chester Archaeological Service,
27 Grosverrcr Street, Chester CHI zDD.


