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MPRG - A REGISTERED CHARITY

After two years and various amendments to our constitution, the MPRG was entered in the Central
Register of Charities on 10th March, and became Registered Charity no.1018513.

NEW PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Hugo Blake, who has been our President for the last three years stepped down in March at the end of
his term of office. Often working quietly behind the scenes, Hugo contributed greatly to the Group and
over the last three years he has strengthened our contacts with our Continental colleagues by arrang-
ing a series of foreign representatives in five countries. Those of us who were at the Southampton
conference will remember for many years his masterly summing up at the end, and continue to regret
that no one had a tape recorder!

At the AGM in March Charlie Murray took over as our new President, and the following were elected
as Officers - Beverley Nenk is now the Regional Groups Officer and Anna Slowikowski is the
Assistant Treasurer; two new Ordinary Members were also welcomed to the Council - Barbara
Hurman and Christopher Gerrard. Lucy Bown, Janet Rutter and Mike Stokes (Regional Groups Of-
ficer) retired from Council. '

COUNCIL MEETINGS

The last Council meeting was held on 22nd March, during the Southampton conference, - which
enabled many of our foreign representatives to attend. The main items for discussion were:
progress of the Survey of Medieval Pottery in England, which has been handed over by the management
committee to English Heritage; Medieval Ceramics Vols 16 and 17 - MC 16 should be issued at the end
of June and the Editors proposed that MC 17 should include some of the papers given at the South-
ampton conference; future conferences (for more details see below). Another item for discussion was
the number of Council Officers that would be retiring at the next AGM. This is largely because it is
‘now five years since Council was reorganised and a number of the Officers elected in 1989 are due to
retire in 1994 after serving their maximum five years on Council. The next Council Meeting is on the
Sth June.

1994 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Next year's conference will be held in May in the North of England and the topic will be unpublished
kiln material. All regional group secretaries will be asked to organise displays of one or two examples
of unpublished kilns from their area. Further details will appear in the next newsletter any enquiries

should be sent to the Meetings Secretary - Varian Denham, 140 Francis Avenue, Southsea, Hants
PO4 OER.



1995 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - MPRG GOES TO GERMANY

The next residential conference will provide an excellent opportunity to see the extensive kiln groups
from the Rhineland potteries. Cologne and Bonn have been proposed by Sven Schutte and Hartwig
Ludtke as venues for the 1995 conference. Watch this space for more information!

STANDING ORDER SUBSCRIPTIONS

A large number of subscriptions have been paid into the old Barclay’s bank account; these have been
transferred by Barclay’s to the Group’s new bank as a lump sum and there is no way of identifying
where the subscriptions have come from. If you think that your bank may have accidentally overlooked
your new standing order mandate and paid your subscription into the old bank account please contact
Paul Miles, MPRG Treasurer, City of Lincoln Archaeology Unit, The Lawn, Union Road, Lincoln
LN1 3EL. Those members whose subscriptions cannot be traced will not receive their copy of this years
journal.

REGIONAL GROUPS

SEMPER - many of you will know Barbara Hurman retired last year she has therefore handed over the
job of SEMPER co-ordinator/secretary to Anna Slowikowski who can be contacted at St Mary’s
Church Archaeology Centre, St Mary's Street, Bedford MK42 0AS.

East Anglian Pottery Research Group and SEMPER are holding a joint meeting in Norwich on
Thursday 27th May at the Greyfiiars Archaeological Project. Topics will include MAP2, Pottery and
Assessments, an introduction to the Greyfriars Archaeological Project and a site tour, and later medieval
imports in East Anglia. Please contact Irena Lentowicz on Norwich (0603) 762291 if you would like to
attend.

South West Area - the annual Bickley Experimental Kiln Project will take place this year from 2nd -
14th August, at Bickley, Avon. For further details, piease contact David Dawson, Somerset County
Museum Service, Weir Lodge, 83 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1DN. Tel: 0823 25510.

West Midlands Pottery Research Group will be holding a meeting on ‘Castles and ceramics - some
aspects of settlement archaeology’ on Thursday 14th October (date provisional) at the Civic Offices,
Stafford Borough Council, Riverside, Stafford. Pottery from Stafford Castle will form the main attrac-
tion. Topics will include the Staffordshire ceramic tradition, aspects of castle ceramics, and the identi-
fication of functional areas such as kitchens. For further information please contact Derek Hurst,
Archaeological Service, Hereford and Worcester County Council, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worces-
ter WR4 9LS. Tel Worcester (0905) 58608.

If you would like to join a Regional group please contact Beverley Nenk at the address below and she
will forward details of the group nearest to your area.

Please send details of any future regional meetings or events to Beverley Nenk, Regional Groups
Officer, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG. Tel 071
323 8286.

ALMA RUEMPOL

Towards the end of last year we heard of the death of Alma Ruempol, Keeper of Pre-Industrial Uten-
sils at the Boymans-van Beuningen Museum. As Curator of one of the major collections of ceramics
in Europe Alma co-ordinated and contributed to a number of books, catalogues and exhibitions and
our sympathies go to her family and colleagues.



THE SURVEY OF MEDIEVAL CERAMICS IN ENGLAND

This has raised a number of issues which the MPRG ought to tackle. Principally these are the need
for the Group to produce recommendations on minimum standards of recording and to update the
Guidelines, to bring into existence the Dictionary of Medieval Ceramic Forms and to try and tackle the
thorny problem of nomenclature and hierarchy of names. As work on these issues gets underway,
the Newsletter will keep you informed of progress and developments.

PUBLICATIONS

‘Pottery in Archaeology’, by Clive Orton, Paul Tyers, Alan Vince. This book discusses the potential of
pottery as archaeological evidence, describes the history of ceramic studies and the practicalities of
pottéry processing and recording. Various themes in ceramic studies are discussed eg production,
distribution, function; recent research in quantative studies and the comparison of ceramic assem-
blages is also examined.

Cambridge University Press. 288pp. £40 hardback, £14.95 paperback. (See enclosed leaflet).

‘Border Wares’, by Jacqueline Pearce. This book describes wares from the Surrey-Hampshire border
and is the first in a series providing a detailed corpus of the major types of pottery used in the City of
London during the 16th and 17th centuries. It draws upon the extensive collection in the Museum of
London and on reliably dated material from excavations. The volume is lavishly illustrated with line
drawings and photographs.

HMSO. 160pp, colour and b/w illustrations, paperback £30.

'Limehouse Ware Revealed’ published by the English Ceramic Circle in collaboration with the Mu-
seum of London. This analyses the finds from recent excavations at the site of the 1740’s Limehouse
porcelain factory in east London. The work uses documentary evidence, scientific analysis and
study of complete vessels attributed to the factory to provide the most comprehensive and detailed
account of the Limehouse porcelain manufactory ever likely to be published.

Hardback £25 inc p&p (overseas £27) cheques should be made payable to The English Ceramic
Circle; available from The English Ceramic Circle, 5 The Drive, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1EE.

‘Stadtarchaologie in Duisburg 1980 bis 1990’ ed Gunter Krause. This monograph examines ten
years of excavations in Duisburg, Lower Rhineland and includes papers by G Krause on the town’s
medieval pottery sequence and David Gaimster on early post-medieval ceramics in the Lower Rhineland
: approaches and methods.

560pp, 263 illustrations. DM48,00. Published by and available from Walter Braun Verlag, Postfach
1100252, Mercatorstrasse 2, 4100 Duisburg 1, Germany.

EXHIBITIONS

‘Fired Earth’ - a colourful exhibition tracing the development of decorative tiling through the ages
in Europe with particular reference to Britain. This travelling exhibition will be at the Glynn Vivian Art
Gallery and Museum, Alexandra Road, Swansea from 29th May - 18th July 1993.

CONFERENCES
Ceramic Petrology Group - the next meeting will be on 14th June 1993 at the British Museum Re-
search Laboratory. Speakers are Alan Vince - Charnwood or Scandinavia? Acid igneous rock in Anglo



Saxon pottery; Elaine Morris - Resource procurement and ceramic production: ‘local’ theories;
Suzannah England - Petrology of pottery from Martinique. The talks will be followed by a work-
shop session and the group’s AGM. Further information from Ian Freestone, Department of Scientific
Research, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG.

A Moated Site, Christopher Marlowe and more!

Orpington & District Archaeological Society will be holding a half-day conference from 2pm on Satur-
day 30th October on the theme ‘Scadbury under the Walsinghams, a moated site and its history’.
Scadbury is a moated site now under excavation. The conference will focus on the site’s archaeology
and its history during the 16th-17th centuries when it was the seat of the powerful Walsingham family,
courtiers of Elizabeth I and patrons of Christopher Marlowe. Speakers will include social historian Joan
Thirsk ( on the Walsinghams and the Kentish gentry), author Charles Nicholl (on Christopher
Marlowe), architectural historian Kenneth Gravett and the site’s director Alan Hart. The talks will
cover the ceramics and other finds from the site. The venue is Farrington’s School, Chislehurst, Kent
(accessible by public transport). Tickets are available from BJ Bull, 36 Walden Road, Chislehurst, Kent
BR7 5DL, price £4 (£3.50 students/OAPs). Cheques should be payable to ODAS; please enclose a sae.

There will also be an opportunity to visit the excavations at Scadbury on two public open days,
18th-19th September. Free guided tours will be given from 2-4.30pm. Limited car parking is available
at the site for the elderly or disabled. For more information, or a car park ticket (for specified day),
apply to the address above enclosing sae.

Artefacts from Wrecks, AD1485-1785. This joint Society for Post Medieval Archaeology and
Nautical Archaeological Society conference will be held over three days at the National Museum of
Wales, Cardiff in the autumn of 1994. Offers of papers should be sent to Mark Redknap, Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Numismatics, National Museum of Wales, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF1 3NP.

ISLAMIC POTTERY FROM BRITISH SITES?

I have been working on medieval and post-medieval Near and Middle Eastern or Islamic pottery for
a number of years, applying petrographic analysis to provenance problems, together with standard
typological work and SEM-microprobe analysis. This work has brought together a large database
covering all the major production centres, and enables identification of even the most fragmentary
and undiagnostic sherd. If you have any exotic pottery which you suspect may originate from the Is-
lamic world, don’t hesitate to contact me - Rob Mason, The Research Laboratory for Archaeology
and the History of Art, Oxford University, 6 Keble Road, Oxford OX1 3QJ.

GROUP X WARE

Peter Cheer would like to hear of any occurrence of ‘Group X Ware (F Verhaeghe ‘Low Counties
Medieval Pottery Imported into Scotland’ Medieval Ceramics 7, 3-44). A fabric of circa twelfth to
fourteenth century from an as yet unidentified source. He can be contacted at the Scottish Urban Ar-
chaeological Trust Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 SNX.
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NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next issue will be sent out at the end of August 1993, the deadline for copy is 30th July 1993.
Don’t forget if you know a conference, publication, exhibition or any other event or news which you
think will interest other MPRG members please send details to Julie Edwards, MPRG Newsletter, c/o
Chester Archaeological Service, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 2DD.



