NEWS
LETTER

MPRG CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1993

Details of next years conference ‘Late Medieval Imported Pottery” and an application form are enclosed with
this newsletter. The AGM will be held at the conference which takes place at Southampton University from
22nd - 24th March 1993. The closing date for bookings is the 1st February 1993 but book early in order to be
assured of a place!

THE MPRG NEEDS YOU!

New Members of Council needed,The Assistant Treasurer - Charlie Murray - and the Regional Groups Officer
- Mike Stokes - as well as two Ordinary Members of Council retire at the AGM in March 1993.

The Council meets two or three times a year, usually in London and meetings start at about 2.00pm and last for
about three hours. A Council meeting is held at the Residential Conference every other year and this often
replaces one of the London meetings.

The Assistant Treasurer’s main role is to distribute Medieval Ceramics, this also involves storing the back
numbers of the journal which are currently estimated by Charlic Murray as being ten A4 boxes. The Assistant
Treasurer also serves as a member of the Bditorial Committee which usually meets immediately prior to
Council meetings.

The Regional Groups Officer acts as a liaison between the Council and the Regional Groups and between the
regional Groups themselves, and to provide details of meetings for the MPRG newsletter.

If any members would like to know more details about any of the Council vacancies please phone the MPRG
Secretary - Sarah Jennings -on 0705 817472. Nominations for all four posts have to be sent with the names of a
proposer and seconder to the Secretary by the 26th January 1993.

COUNCIL MEBETING

The MPRG Council met on 11th November 1992. The main item of discussion was the Survey of Medieval
Ceramic Studies to which many of you had already responded through your Regional Groups. It was agreed
that Duncan Brown would replace Sarah Jennings as one of the MPRG representatives and Varian Denham
would stand in for Peter Davey who could not make the next meeting of the'Management Committee. The
Council recommended that the draft document should be made shorter and that the list of recommendations
should be increased. The final draft sill be sent to Council members for their approval at the end of
December/beginning of January.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don"t forget subscriptions are due on the 1st February 1993! Renewal forms are enclosed.



MPRG ADDRESS

Many of you will now know that the MPRG Secretary has left the York Archaeological Trust to take up a new
post with the Central Archaeology Service, however all correspondance should continue to be sent to the
MPRG at 1 Pavement, York YO1 2NA which will remain as the Group’s long term holding address.

REGIONAL GROUPS

West Midlands - 6th March 1993 (provisional date) - Pottery trade in the southern Welsh marches’ - this will
be a joint meeting with the Welsh MPRG. For further information please contact Deborah Ford,
Stoke-on-Trent City Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST1 3DE.

EASPG/MPRG MERGER

The Barly Anglo Saxon Pottery Group officially merged with the MPRG in March 1992. Diana Briscoe will
attend Council meetings as a representative of the EASPG during a handing over year. The EASPG archive
will be lodged with the Archive of Anglo Saxon Pottery Stamps. The MPRG would like to take this opportunity
to welcome EASPG members to the Group.

PUBLICATIONS

"Bveryday and Exotic Pottery from Burope ¢.650-1900, Studies in honour of John G Hurst’, edited by
David Gaimster and Mark Redknap. These thirty three papers on medieval and later ceramics were presented to
John Hurst at the Medieval Burope 1992 conference at York as a tribute in recognition of his pioneering work °
in pottery studies and his guidance and encouragement to many researchers. The book has been published by
Oxbow Books and will be available to MPRG members at a special discount, further details will be sent to
members in the near future.

’Medieval Pottery in the Yorkshire Museum’, by Sarah Jennings. One of the finest collections of medieval
pottery in England is described and illustrated in this attractively presented book with colour photographs and a
comprehensive catalogue drawn by Dudley Waterman and Trevor Pearson.

56 pages, 45 figures, 222 illustrations, published by The Yorkshire Museum, Museum Gardens, York YO1
2DR, price £5.95.

"Yorkshire Archacology 2: Wrenthorpe Potteries’. This report describes the first comprehensive
archaeological investigations to be made of the Wrenthorpe Potteries, one of the most important early
post-medieval manufacturing centres of Cistercian ware and Yellow wares in the north of England; published
by West Yorkshire Service, 14 St John's North, Wakeful, West Yorkshire WF1 3QA.

EXHIBITIONS

Blik in de bodem - Recent town archaeological research in Antwerp -Museum Vleeshuis, Antwerp. This
exhibition presents several aspects of archaeological work in Antwerp. As well as topics such as medieval
wooden buildings, domestic activity and burials the exhibition also includes pottery production in the town
(tin-glazed wares). The exhibition is open until 24th January 1993 (closed on 25 & 26 December, 1 & 2
January).

The exhibition catalogue (in Dutch) is edited by J Veeckman and includes contributions on post-medieval
cess-pits, early 16th century maiolica tiles and maiolica wasters from the period 1575 - 1625/1650.

127 pages, A4 format, more than 70 photos, 30 drawings and graphic; price BEF 350.

To order from the UK please send £13 to bank account 409-8558479-19 in the name of Mecenas in Bdegem
stating ‘Blik in de bodem’; Museum Vleeshuis, Vleeshouwersstraat 38-40, B-2000 ANTWERP, 03/233.64.04.
The book will be forwarded on receipt of payment.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 1992

It was decided at the plenary session of the Medieval Burope conference that an association of international
medieval archaeologists should be organised. The organisation would aim to enhance communication between
all those involved in medieval and later archaeology, give archacologists a voice at international level, provide
international support at a local/regional level and generally defend the interests of medieval and later
archaeology. A working party has been formed to draw up plans for such an association. Watch this space for
further developments!



MAP2

The publishing of Management of Archaeological Projects 2 by English Heritage has prompted much
discussion on how its proposals regarding finds assessments should be implemented. A meeting entitled ‘A
Survival Guide to Management of Archacological Projects and Pinds Assessments’ was held in October by the
Roman Finds Group and the Finds Research Group 700-1700. The aim was to discuss assessments relating to
small finds specifically and finds generally in order to consider producing a document setting out standards for
assessments. As a result of the meeting it was decided to set up a working party which will canvass opinions
regarding research objectives and prepare a document based on their findings and the points arising from the
meeting. The document will be circulated and passed to English Heritage.

INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIA ON THE MEDIEVAL POTTERY OF THE WEST MEDITER-
RANBAN by Hugo Blake

At the instigation of Mlle Démians d’Archimbaud and Mr Maurice Picon, the French National Scientific
Research Council (CNRS) organized the first international conference devoted to medieval pottery in the west
Mediterranean in 1978 at its Archacological Rescarch Centre at Sophia-Antipolis (Valbonne), near Cannes.
Since then conferences have been held first at three-year and now at four-year intervals in a different west
Mediterranean country. The next one may be held in 1995 at Aix-en-Provence (to be decided in 1993). The
conferences have been organized and published by the host country and papers solicited via a committee
representing cach west Mediterranean country. As a result only some north Buropeans have heard about them,
been able to participate, purchase or even consult the proceedings. We have formally asked that in future the
MPRG is kept informed both of the conferences and of their publication.

Here is the information kindly supplied by the International Committee on the conferences held so far (to
which I have added some notes):

1st Colloguium Valbonne (France), 11-14 September 1978
Coordinators: Gabrielle Démians d’Archimbaud, Laboratoire de Céramologie, Université Aix-en-Provence
Maurice Picon, Laboratoire de Céramologie, 7 ruc Raulin, 69007 Lyon
Publication: La céramique médiévale en méditerranée occidentale X¢-XVé siccles (Valbonne, 1578), Paris:
Colloques internationaux du CNRS no. 584, 1980 ISBN 222-02575-3 [A4 format, 465 pp, 39 papers]
Publisher: CNRS Editions, 20/22 rue St Amand, 75015 Paris, France Fax +1 45 33 92 13
[Still available at 316.36 Francs (284.36 + 32 post and packing)]

2nd Colloquium Toledo (Spain), 2-7 November 1981

Coordinator: Juan Zozaya, Museo Arqueologico Nacional, Serrano 18, 28001 Madrid

Publication:  Segundo Coloquio Internacional de Ceramica Medieval del Mediterraneo Occidental (Toledo,
1981), Madrid: Ministerio de Cultura, Direccion General de Bellas Artes y Archivos, Subdireccién General de
Arqueologia y Etnografia, Congresos, symposia y seminarios, 1986 ISBN 84-505-5832-6 [A4 format, 459 pp,
45 papers]

Publisher: Ministerio de Cultura, Direccion General de Bellas Artes y Archivos, Subdirecciéon General de
Arqueologia y Btnografia, plaza del Rey 1, 28071 Madrid Distribution: San Mateo 13, 28004 Madrid, Spain
[Juan Zozaya says out of print; but Pértico Librerias, P O Box 503, 50080 Zaragoza, offered it earlier this year
at the original pricc of 3000 pesctas]

3rd Colloguium Sicna and Faenza, Italy, 8-12 October 1984
Coordinators: Riccardo Francovich, Dipartimento di Archeologia ¢ Storia delle Arti, Universita degli Studi di
Siena, via E S Piccolomini 3,53100 Sienaji
Giancarlo Bojani, Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche, via Campidori 2, 48018 Faenza (FO)

Publication: La ceramica medievale nel Mediterraneo occidentale (Siena - Faenza, 1984), Florence:
All’Insegna del Giglio, 1986 ISBN [?] [A4 format, 611 pp, 31 papers]

Publisher: Edizioni All’Insegna del Giglio, via R Giuliani 152r, 50141 Florence, [taly Fax +55 450 030
[Still available at 150,000 lire] '



4th Colloguinm_ Lisbon, Portugal, 16-22 November 1987 “*:
Coordinator: Claudio Torres, Museu Nacional de Arqueologia ¢ Emologia, Praga do Império, 1400 Lisbon
Publication: =~ A ceramica medieval no Mediterraneo occidental (Lisboa 16-22 novembro 1987)

Publisher: Campo Arqueologico de Mértola, rua da Republica 2, 7750 Mertola, Portugal Rax +351 86 62 626
[Just published in a limited edition at 10,000 escudos, and when sent cash-on-delivery costs £60-58]

Sth Colloguium  Rabat, Morocco, 11-17 November 1991

Coordinators: Elarbi Erbati and Rahma El Hraiki, Département d’Archéologie islamique, Institut National
des Sciences de 1’Archéologie et du Patrimoine, av John Kennedy, C P 11000, Rabat, Souissi

Publication: [in preparation]

I strongly advise individuals and institutiens with an interest in west Mediterranean pottery to acquire these
volumes whilst they are still

available. They are the most convenient introductions to medieval ceramic studies in this region.

SPONSORSHIP
Thank you to the West Yorkshire Archaeology Service who sponsored this issue of the newsletter.

ILLUSTRATION

A North Italian maiolica jug from Florence/Montelupo?; painted in blue and yellow the jug was found during
excavations at Quilters Vault (SOU128), Southampton in 1971; illustration syplied by Southampton City
Museums.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

Thank you to all those who provided information for this newsletter. The next newsletter will be sent out in
April 1993 the deadline for contributions is the 31st March 1993, these should be sent marked *MPRG
newsletter’ to Julie Edwards, ¢/o Chester Archaeological Service, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor St,
Chester CH1 2DD. Information about forthcoming exhibitions, publications, conferences and seminars will be
gratefully received as will short reviews and news of recent events and developments within archaeology
relevant to ceramics.



