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MPRG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1992 Sl

The Annual General Meeting of the Medieval Pottery Research Group was
held at the conference in Bristol on 9th May 1992. At the AGM the meeting
voted in favour of the amendments to the Constitution of the group to enable
us to apply to the Charity Commissioners for registration as a charity. This
application is now proceeding. At the AGM John Hurst retired as Vice
President, Liz Pieksma and George Haggarty also complcted their three year
term as ordinary members. Cliona Papazian retired as a non-UK representa-
tive. We welcome Clive Orton as our new Vice President and Lorraine
Mepham and Ann Dornier as ordinary members. Paul Miles who has been
acting treasurer was elected as Treasurer and Julie Edwards was elected as
Assistant Secretary. We now have a vacancy for a non-UK representative.
There has not been a Council meeting since the last newsletter and there is no
new business to report. The next Council meeting will be on 24th September
1992,

Sarah Jennings, Secretary.

1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Next year’s conference theme is ‘Late Medieval Pottery Imported to Britain’,
The meeting will be at Southampton from 22nd to 24th March 1993. Delegates
will have the opportunity not only to view pottery and hear lectures on the
wide range of imported pottery excavated locally and throughout Britain, but
also to attend a series of talks by guest speakers from Spain, Italy, France,
Germany, the Low Countries and Scandinavia. The Gerald Dunning Memorial
Lecture will be given by the MPRG President, Hugo Blake. As usual the
group’s AGM wﬂl be held at the conference.

Further details and application forms will be sent out with the next
newsletter.

Varian Denham, Meetings Secretary.

SURVEY OF MEDIEVAL CERAMIC STUDIES IN ENGLAND

In the first week of September, the draft report will be circulated to Regional
Secretaries to be made available to you. Please make sure you see a copy
(there will be one per county) and comment on it. Responses must be made no



later than mid-October.
Katherine Barclay.

REGIONAL GROUPS ,

London area group + SEMPER - Saturday 28th November 1992 - Recent work
in Cambridge - a joint meeting hosted by David Hall the provisional venue is the
Department of Archaeology, Cambridge University. The meeting will deal with
recent work on pottery from cxcavations in Cambridge. It is hoped that
participants will have the opportunity to see the medieval pottery collections in
the Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology. For further information and to
reserve .a place please contact Beverley Nenk, Dept of Medieval & Later
Antiquities, British Museum, London WC1 3DG.

PUBLICATIONS

Spiegelbeelden, Werra ware from Enkhuizen by Anton Bruijn with contribu-
tions by Everdina Hoffman-Klerkx and Hans L Janssen, editors Hemmy Clevis,
Nina Herweijer, Jan Thijssen and Haio Zimmerman.
A survey of the production of the potters workshop of Dirk Claeszoon Spiegel at
Enkhuisen in 1605. Spiegel was a Dutch merchant who traded with the Werra
region of Germany and set up a pottery at Enkhuisen in order to produce highly
decorated pottery similar to that produced at Werra. Bruijn has studied waste
material from the kiln site and has distinguished the work of four different
decorators. Stove tiles were also produced at Enkhuisen and Bruijn has
rcconstructed a complete stove. The publication also analyses the decorative
schemes and motifs appearing on the pottery and a detailed accounti of the
costumes worn by the figures is given by Hoffman-Klerkx.
The publication is written in Dutch and German with a comprehensive summary
in English. 280 pages, format 21 x 29.7cm, hard cover, dust jacket; over 100
photos inc 30 in colour and over 300 drawings. Price Dfl 59.50.
To order from Britain please send £21.50 to bank account 7717134 -23325860 in
the name of Stichting Promotic Archeologic in Zwolle, stating ‘Werra book’.
Stichting Promotie Archeologie, Jufferenwal 26, 8011 LE ZWOLLE, 033-
724428. The book will be forwarded on receipt of payment.

EXHIBITIONS

Spiegelbeelden - a touring exhibition of Werra wares from Enkhuizen to
coincide with the book described above. The exhibition offers and insight into
the pottery, the different decorators and the symbolic and moralistic content of
the designs. A replica of a complete tiled stove will also be on display. The
exhibition will be shown in the Netherlands at Zuiderzee Muscum, Enkhuizen -
Sth September - 29 November 1992; Museum de Waag, Deventer - 16th January
- 18 April 1993. In Germany the exhibition will be at Kassel in April, May, June
1994; Kommern in April, May, June 1995 and in Belgium at Antwerp in July,
August, September 1994.
John Dwight the ‘Master Potter of Fulham’™ 1672-1703 and his Contemporaries -
Ist October to 18th December 1992, This major exhibition will contain material
excavated from the Fulham Pottery site in the 1970s (courtesy of the Museum of



London) and will be supplemented by loans from other museums and private

sources. Over 150 items will be on view, including examples of redware,

stoneware and experimental porcelain. The exhibition is sponsored by

Jonathan Homne and will be held at his premises at 66¢ Kensington Church

}S:tyget, London W8 4BY. Tel 071-221-5658. Open 10am - 5.30pm Monday to
riday.

A Community of Potters - open from now until 24th December 1992 - Pottery
Plus Gallery, City Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke on Trent. A small exhibition
from the City’s collections to celebrate the pottery of Eurcpe On display is a
selection of the pottery produced by the twelve member countries of the
Européan Community spanning several centuries. This includes Italian’
maiolicas, lustrewares from Spain, German stonewares and porcelains and
French tin-glazed wares.

Miles Mason Porcelain - 20th September 1992 - 21st February 1993 -City
Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke on Trent. A special display of early 19th
century porcelain tableware by the factories operated by Miles Mason in the
Arnold Mountford Ceramics Study Gallery. The display features items from
the collection of the late Reginald and Dorothy Haggar which were presented
to the Museum in 1981 and 19383,

‘Sur les toits de Montbard’® - Les Tuileries de Montbard - 1st August - 31st
October 1992 - Musee des Anciennes Ecuries de Buffon, Montbard, France. An
exhibition of tiles and tile manufacturing in Montbard. Open everyday except
Tuesday from 10am - 12 noon and 3pm -6pm.

WANTED!

Does anyone have or know of copies for sale of the following books:

Trears, PCD. 1971, The English Country Pottery, Its History and Techniques.
“Brears, PCD. 1974, The Collector’s Book of English County Pottery.

Please contact Julie £Edwards at the address below, two copies of the first book
are being sought and one of the second. ‘

RECENT FINDS

Green Man Jug from Oxfordshire

This late 15th century green-glazed jug was found in 1992 during during
excavations at Eynsham Abbey, Oxfordshire. The fabric is very unusual, and
cannot yet be sourced with confidence. The plaited handle is also atypical. What
makes the piece so special, however, is the extraordinary decorative scheme.
This appears to show a ‘Green Man’, with a tree literally branching out of his
head. The tree is flanked by a band of miniature rod handles which probably
encircled the entire girth cf the pot. A stylised leaf can be seen on the left side
of the vessel. The squared base also has miniature faces on three of the
pinched-out ‘feet’.



Face jugs are common enough finds but the combination of elements on this pot
1s unique. The Green Man is a well-attested figure of foll-lore, but such a
design would surely sit uneasily on a monastic table. The design could instead
be the biblical figure of the Tree of Jesse. Perhaps the finest depiction of this
story can be seen in the tracery of a window in the chancel at Dorchester Abbey,
15 miles from Eynsham,

Graham Keevill,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS? -
If this newsletter has been sent to the wrong address or the address 1s mcorrect

please send your correct address to MPRG Secretary so that the membership list
can be updated. If you are about to move please do not forget to send the MPRG

your new address.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

‘The next newsletter will be sent out in December the deadline for contribuzions
is the 16th November, these should be sent marked *MPRG newsletter’ to Julie
Edwards, c/o Chester Archaeological Service, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor
St, Chester CH1 2DD. Information about forthcoming exhibitions, publications
conferences and seminars will be gratefully received as will short reviews anci
news ‘of recent events and developments within archaeology relevant to
ceramics.



