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1992 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

There are still some places left for this year’s conference - ‘Tin Glazed Wares in
Britain’- in Bristol on Saturday 9th May. If you would like to attend don’t delay book
now! Please send applications to Varian Denham, 140 Francis Avenue, Southsea,
Hampshire PO4 OER.

MPRG COUNCIL ‘

-The MPRG Council met on the 18th March and discussed the English Heritage
nottery survey, merger with the Farly Anglo-Saxon Pottery Group, the proposed
alterations to the Constitution, The Bristol conference on the 9th May and next years
conference at Southampton. Council has been asked to respond to a survey on
retention and disposal policies which it will do when it sees the draft policy.

REGIONAL GROUPS

East Anglia - Irena Lentowicz is trying to revive the East Anglian regional group,
anyone with interests in the ceramics of the region who would like to join the group
should contact Irena at - Norfolk Archaeological Unit, 17, St George's St, Norwich,
Norfolk NR3 1AB. Tel. Norwich (0603) 633564,

MEETINGS

Pie-slice - a day school is being held at University College, London at the Institute of
Archaeology to present a new statistical package, ‘Pie-slice’, for the analysis of
ceramic assemblages. The cost is £5 and covers coffee, tea and an information pack
which will be circulated in advance. Numbers are limited so apply for further
information as soon as possible to Clive Orton, Insitute of Archaeology, University
College London, 31-34 Gordon Square, London WC1H OPY. 2F# TFiue 1997

LOST MPRG MEMBERS
The following members have not been heard from for at least four years but they are
all still paying standing orders of £4.50 and therefore are owed money by MPRG:

NMIJ Nail
MA Barber
Ms C Foley, (last known at: DoE Archaeol Survey, Belfast)



Mr WGH Salveson,(last known at: 52 Merival Rd, West Harrow ,Middlesex)
If anyone knows their whereabouts or if indeed you are one of the above, please
contact: MPRG, 1, Pavement, York YO1 2NA.

PUBLICATIONS

‘Medieval World”> - this is a new colour magazine for everyone interested in the
Middle Ages, AD 500-1500, with articles covering society and politics, art and
architecture, religion and philosophy, literature and music, The focus is European but
it includes Byzantium, Islam and other contemporary civilizations. There are review
sections on books, museums and galleries plus news of forthcoming events and
exhibitions.

Published bi-monthly, £2.50 from newsagents. Subscriptions (6 issues): UK £13.50
(EUROPE £19.00, OUTSIDE EUROPE £21). Payments to:Medieval World, ¢/fo BKT
Subscription Services, Lansdowne Mews, 196 High St,Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1EF.

All other enquiries to Medieval World, PO Box 1871, London N3 2NY. The
publishers are interested in articles on medieval pottery so if MPRG members would
like to write for the magazine, they should be very happy to discuss any ideas or .
suggestions.

MEDIEVAL CERAMICS

The editors of Medieval Ceramics would welcome contributions for forthcoming
editions of the journal. Articles can be sent at any time, but must be received by
October 31st for consideration for the volume published the following year. For
further information please consult the ‘Notes for contributors” in volumes 13 and 14
or contact the editors :

Lyn Blackmore, The Museum of London, London Wall, London EC2Y SHN
Mark Redknap, Dept. of Archacology and Numismatics, National Museum of Wales,
Cathays Park, Cardiff CF2 3NP.

Suggestions for review articles of recent publications would also be welcomed and
should be sent to the editors.

SOCIETY FOR POST MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY - SPECIAL OFFER

The SPMA are offering back numbers of the journal for purchase at reduced rates by
paid-up members (Individual and Institutional members) of the SPMA. The offer is
available until 31st January, 1993, and does not apply to multiple copies of the same
volume. If you do not already have a price list please contact Mrs JA Rutter,
Archaeological Services Section, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor St, Chester, CH1
2DD.

SURVEY OF MEDIEVAL CERAMIC STUDIES IN ENGLAND

The last newsletter reported that a draft report would be circulated at the end of
January 1992, the following notice from Clive Orton explains why the Regional
Group Secretaries have not received the report: _

Maureen Mellor’s contract as co-ordinator of the Survey of Medieval Ceramic Studies
in England ended on 8th February. Because of the late return of many questionnaires
and pro-formas and their number, and the amount of information contained on them,
the time allowed for writing the report was severely eroded, and it was only possible
to produce a first draft, Clive Orton, as academic supervisor of the project, is seeking
and editor who will be able to produce a second draft which will go to the Regions
for their comments, English Heritage has expressed willingness in principle to fund



this extension of the project, The project team are extremely grateful for the hard
work put in by many respondents in providing so much detailed information. The
report will hopefully now be circulated at the beginning of September and all
comments should be sent to Clive Orton, Institute of Archacology, London within six
weeks of receipt of the draft.

MEDIEVAL POTTERY IN CUMBRIA

The medieval pottery collections in Cumbria are in the care of Tullic House Museum,
Carlisle. Researchers are advised that the entire collection has been lodged on
temporary loan with Carlisle Archaeological Unit for a period of years. The pottery is
available for consultation at the Arc%xacological Unit , Level 5, Shaddon Mill,
Shaddongate, Carlisle, The postal address for requests to gain access to the material is
- Catherine Brooks, Carlisle Archaeological Unit, Civic Centre, CARLISLE CA3
8QG.

LONDON’S NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE

Many of you will now know that the Museum of London has reorganised it’s
archaeology departments. A new division:The Museum of London Archaeology
Service (MOLAS) replaces the Department of Urban Archaeology, the Department of
Greater London Archacology and the Greater London Environmental Service.

MOLAS is divided into four departments - the Finds section is within Specialist
Services, headed by Peter Hinton. There are 25 finds staff including a team of four
post-Roman pottery researchers - Lyn Blackmore, Jacqui Pearce, Roy Stephenson and
Richenda Goffin. Anyone wishing to consult the ceramics team or the ceramics
archive who does not already have links within the organisation should contact the
Finds Manager Hedley Swain on 071-928-0779 or the Deputy Finds Manager Penny
MacConnoran 071-600 3699 ext 249 or write to them at MOLAS, Museum of
London, London Wall, London EC2Y SHN.

ARCHAEOLOGY, VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND COSQUEC

New vocational qualifications in archaeology are to be submitted for approval as
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) and Scottish Vocational Qualifications
(SVQs) later this year. The work is being carried out by the Council for Occupational
Standards and Qualifications in Environmental Conservations (COSQUEC) and a
wide variety of archaeology practitioners. The new qualifications are expected to
make a major impact on the practice of training and accreditation in all areas of
archaeology.

NVQs and their Scottish equivalent, SVQs, are currently being developed for the
majority of occupational sectors in the United Kingdom. These new qualifications are
based on standards of competence and are defined according to the needs and
expectations of employers and employees.

When in place, NVQs and SVQs will provide a framework for progression through a
sector and, using the concept of ‘transferable skills’, across sectors, These
qualifications specify outcomes rather than processes, thus the routes to achieving
competent performance can be many and varied, allowing greater access, for example,
to volunteers or to those who cannot or do not wish to undertake more formal
academic training.

NVQs and SVQs are made up of a number of units each of which can be certified in
its own right. They are usually assessed by observation of performance in the
workplace, supplemented by evidence gathered through questioning, reporting and



specially set tasks, Assessment will be carried out by trained assessors and the
gathering and judgement of evidence is moderated by both internal and external
verifiers. COSQUEC is the body charged with developing standards, qualifications
and assessment procedures for occupations across archaeology, building conservation,
landscapes and ecosystems, and natural resource management. Standards have been
drafted for each are by a number of practitioner-based working groups.

The draft standards for archaeology are currently under-going ‘field-testing” - ie they
are being exposed to a wide audience of archaeologists for constructive criticism,
amendment and re-drafting. This consultation is being conducted through a number of
one-day events held regionally and each event involves up to 40 people. When the
draft standards are acceptable to the sector, the NVQs and SVQs will be formed and
submitted for approval and accreditation, The ficld-testing process will continue until
March/April 1992. Pilot projects to develop and refine the assessment procedures will
be starting during March 1992. It is envisaged that these NVQs and SVQs will be
available to candidates late in 1992.

If you would like to host or attend a field test-day, or think that your organisation
could act as a pilot site, please write to COSQUEC, c¢/o Cathy Wills, David Mathews
Associates, 44 Princes Road, Wimbledon, London, SW19 8RB.

TITLE ILLUSTRATION
Tin-glazed ware jar from the City of London illustrated by Anne Jenner.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next newsletter will be sent out at the beginning of September the deadline for
contributions is the end of July, these should be sent marked ‘“MPRG newsletter” to
Julie Edwards, ¢fc Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor St, Chester CH1 2DD.
Information about forthcoming exhibitions, publications, conferences and seminars
will be gratefully received as will short reviews and news of recent events and

developments within archaeology relevant to ceramics.



