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1992 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Enclosed with this newsletter are the programme and booking details of the 1992
annual conference and AGM. This will be our sccond one day conference and if it is
as popular as the last one held in Birmingham in 1990 book early in order to be
assured of a placel

SUBSCRIPTIONS INCREASE
It was agreed at the last AGM that subscriptions would be raised from 1st February
1992 to £10 for personal members and £13 for Institutional subscribers. We do this
with some reluctance but like everyone else the Group is suffering from the results of
inflation, increasc in postage ete. Subscriptions are due on 1st February DO NOT
DELAY, fill in your form NOW!

STANDING ORDERS

The Group will be changing its Bank Accounts to the Royal Bank of Scotland, all
members who pay by Standing Order Mandate are urged to fill in the relevant form
and return it IMMEDIATELY/ ASAP so (hat the changes can be made in time for the
next payment. Those currently paying by Standing Order Mandate have their forms
marked with a black * or +.

SUBSCRIPTION ARREARS

If your newsletter is marked with a red cross your subscription is in arrears and you
are in danger of being STRUCK OFF the membership list unless your subscription 1S
paid.

ACTING TREASURER

The Group has a new Acting Treasurer - Paul Miles of the City of Lincoln
Archaeology Unit, The Lawn, Union Road, Lincoln LN1 3BL. He has kindly agreed
to be Acting Treasurer until the next AGM.

MPRG PUBLICITY

The Group will soon have its own poster designed by Liz Pieksma of Southampton.
We also have new membership leaflets, letterheads and compliment slips. These have
all been designed in such a way that they are easy and cheap to copy as needed, and
so will not involve the Group in large printing bills.



REGIONAL MEETINGS

London regional group - proposed (opics for next year include pottery from
Berkshire and Sussex. , exact dates and venues have yet to be finalised, London group
members will be notified in the New Year anyone else requiring information should
contact Beverley Nenk, Dept of Medieval and Later Antiquitics, British Muscum,
London WCI1B 3DG.

SEMPER - the last -meeting was held at Bedford’s new archaeology centre in the St
Mary’s Church centre. The meeting was very well attended and over 30 people were
there to.hear the discussions on ceramic building materials. The next meeting will be
in early March hosted by Paul Blinkhorn at the Northants. Archaeology Unit and the
subject for the day will be Saxon pottery. Further information will be available carly
next year - pleasc contact Barbara Hurman, Milton Keynes Archacology Unit, 16
Erica Road, Staccy Bushes, Milton Kcynes; or Paul Blinkhom, Northants. County
Council Archacology Unit, 2 Bolton Housc, Mereway, Northampton.

Yorkshire: and Humberside Regional Medieval Pottery Group - 11th February
1992 - The Pottery from Flixborough - Gareth Watkins of the Humberside
Archacology Unit will be hosting a mecting on pottery from this important Middle
Saxon sile with religious connections. Members of the Yorks & Humberside Group
will be circulated with details soon, other interested people should contact Gareth
Watkins at the Humberside Archacology Unit, HCC, County Hall, Beverly,
Humberside HU17 9BA.

PUBLICATIONS

Custom and Ceramics - Essays presented to Kenneth Barton, edited by Elizabeth
Lewis.
This collection of essays examines a range of medieval and post-medieval ceramics in
their social and historical context. The volume was presented to Ken Barton in his
67th year in recognition of the great contribution he has made to the study of ceramics
in muscum collections and from cxcavations. Essay topics include - curiosities from
the Saintonge; Bellarmine witch botties from Hampshire, Normandy stonewares {rom
Guernsey, the dating of Ham Green ware {rom Bristol, ceramic competition with
metal goods in the Middle Ages; chimney pots from Portsmouth area, the Blackwater
potters, antiquarian collectors and the Christmas wassail.
Size 21x15em, paperback, 184 pages, fully illustrated. Published by APE, Wickham.
Price £9.50 + 50p postage. Cheques should be made payable to APE Wickham, and
sent to APE, Frith Farmhouse, Frith Lanc, Wickham, Hants.

Medieval and later potiery in Wales number 12 1990/91

This volume is in preparation and due to appear in January 1992. The volume will
include - *The pottery {rom Excavations at Montgomery Castle” by Jeremy Knight; *A
curl salt from Cardiff Castle?” by Pcter Webster; “Floor tiles from Llantarnam Abbey”’
by John Lewis and Geoff Mein and “An Aquamanile from Langstone Gwent® by Mark
Redknap, plus notes and reviews. The volume is available on subscription of £5
(cheques payable to WMPRG) from S.H.Sell, Trcasurer WMPRG, ¢/o Glamorgan
Gwent Archacological Trust, Ferryside Warchouse, Bath Lanc, Swansca SA1 1RD.
(Tel. 0792 655208). Please note that overscas orders must be in sterling only.

Back numbers are available of numbers 7, 10 and 11 priced £2.50 inclusive from the
same address.

CONFERENCES

Don’t forget to book your place for ‘Medicval Europe 1992°1 Medieval pottery
studics arc represented in a number of sessions and are specifically included in
Technology and Innovation - Lustre. ware and tin-glazing, Innovation in pottery



production in the early mecdieval period, Islam and Europe; Exchange and Trade -
Local exchangeftrade, Medium-range exchange/trade. Further details are available
from Medieval Europe 1992, 1 Pavement, York YO1 2NA, England.

SURVEY OF MEDIEVAL CERAMIC STUDIES IN ENGLAND

The draft report will be circulated to the Regional Group Secretaries at the end of
January 1992. All and any comments should be sent to Clive Orton, Institute of
Archacology, London within six weeks of receipt of the draft.

Maureen Mellor.

BRITISH MUSEUM RESERVE COLLECTION OF POST MEDIEVAL
CERAMICS

The Department of Medieval and Later Antiquitics reserve collections of post-
medicval pottery and glass have been re-housed this year and are now open to visitors
by appointment. The collections cover four floors of two houses adjacent to the
Museum. Stored in new glass cases the vessels are as clearly visibly as in an
cxhibition gallery. The collections range from carly post-medieval British and
imported wares to Bow porcelain and 20th-century German and English stoncewares.
Included in the Continental wares are magnificent collections of Hispano-Moresque
lustrewares and Italian maiolica. Study collections of excavated sherds arc stored on
cach floor to complement the complete vessels on display. The buildings also housc
the Department’s collection of imported and British glass and the extensive collection
of medieval floor tiles.

Those wishing to view the collections should contact David Gaimster, Dcpaltmcm of
Medicval and Later Antiquities, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG. ;

TITLE ILLUSTRATION
A Ham Green ‘B’ jug from 5, Peter Street, Bristol drawn by Ann Linge and featured
in one of the essays in *Custom and Ceramics’ ed. E.Lewis (see Publications above).

NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next newsletter will be sent out at the end of March 1992 therefore the deadline
for all contributions is 28th February 1992, these should be sent marked *‘MPRG
newsletter’ to Julic Edwards, ¢/o Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester
CH1 2DD.



