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1992 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The next MPRG annual conference will be held in the Victoria Rooms,
Bristol on Saturday 9th May 1992 from 10.30am until 6pm. The subject
will be tin-glazed wares in Britain. Further details and application
forms will be sent out in the next newsletter and booking will start
from January. The AGM will be held in the afternoon. Speakers are
still being sought, if you would like to make a contribution please
contact Varian Denham on 0705 862689.

WANTED — NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS!

At the next AGM, in May 1992, three Ordinary Members of Council and
our Vice President retire after their three years in office; Ann
Dornier and Anne Jenner have also stepped down as Treasurer and
Assistant Secretary respectively. Nominations for these posts together
with a proposer and seconder must reach the Secretary before the 1st
November 1991. The Vice President and Ordinary Members are elected for
3 years, the Assistant Secretary is elected annually for not more than
five consecutive years. The Council meets three or four times a year,
usually in London. Anyone wanting further information should contact
the Secretary, Sarah Jennings, 1 Pavement, York YOl 2NA; tel 0904
643211 ext 235 - to whom nominations in writing should also be sent.

MPRG ADDRESS
All correspondence regarding membership, subscriptions etc should be
addressed to MPRG, 1 Pavement, York YOl 2ZNA.

FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES
The group now has three foreign representatives:

Germany: Hartwig Ludtke, Rheinisches Landesmuseum Bonn, Colmannstrasse
14-16, D-5300 BONN 1, Germany.

France: Nicole Meyer, Fouilles Urbaines, 8 rue Franciade, F-93200
SAINT-DENIS, France.



Italy: Marco Milanese, Soprintgndenza Archeologia della Toscana, Via
della Pergola 65, 50100, Firenze. ;
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REGIONAL MEETINGS

SEMPER - 23rd October 1991 - Bedford - the topic for discussion will
be ceramic building materials. Further details from Barbara Hurman,
Milton Keynes Archaeology Unit or Anna Slowikowski, St Mary's Church
Archaeology Centre, St Mary's St., Bedford MK42 OAS.

PUBLICATIONS

The Saxon and Early Medieval Pottery of London
by Alan Vince and Anne Jenner. ‘.

A 100-page off-print from the new LAMAS publication
'Aspects of Saxo-Norman London, Vol.II: Finds
and Environmental Evidence' ed. Alan Vince

(see enclosed flyer). The off-print is profusely
illustrated and includes photographs and colour
photomicrographs. Copies priced £6 (inc. pé&p)
are available from Alan Vince, City of Lincoln
Archaeology Unit, The Lawn, Union Street,
Lincoln LN1 3EL.

Fruhe dekorierte Irdenware - Malhorndekor und Kammstrichverzierung vom
Niederrhein und aus dem Koln-Frechener Raum by V. Burhenne,

D.R.M. Gaimster, H-G Stephan, L.Schilling. Slipped and sgraffito
decorated wares from the Lower Rhineland and the Cologne/Frechen areas
are examined in this German publication which includes a chapter in
English by David Gaimster. Copies priced DM25 may be obtained from
Rheinisches Freilichtmuseum Kommern, Auf dem Kahlenbusch, Mechernich -
Kommern, Germany.

NORTH HOLLAND SLIPWARE AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM

The Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities has recently acquired
two fine examples of North Holland slipware. The complete firecover
and porringer are decorated in white (yellow) slip with green
overpainting and were excavated in the centre of Amsterdam.

The firecover is 45cms high and is decorated with a double-headed
eagle and the date 1598 surrounded by birds, flowers and geometric
patterns. The eagle may represent the arms of the Hansa League of
which Amsterdam was a member. The same emblem is known on a number of
other examples of North Holland slipware (eg dish in J.G. Hurst et al,
1986, cat.231). This firecover belongs to a spectacular but rare group
of domestic ceramic utensils produced in the northern Netherlands
during the late 16th to early 17th centuries. The Museum Boymans-van
Beuningen in Rotterdam holds a small number of firecovers in the same
ware, one of which bears the date 1596 (J.G. Hurst et al;* 1986, '‘pd
IX). Towns with significant Dutch populations (eg Norwich) have
produced archaeological evidence of their importation and use in
Britain (S. Jennings, 1981, cat.632-633). However, these finds are
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extremely fragmentary and the acquisition of this example will provide
important comparative information for British archaeologists and
ceramic historians. This firecover will certainly feature in the
forthcoming new permanent gallery display - = Europe 1500-1800,
providing a focal point in the section on post-medieval heating and
lighting, in the planned domestic life case.

The early 17th porringer has one horizontal and one vertical handle.
The central internal motif comprises a shield displaying the arms of
Amsterdam (3 saltires). North Holland slipware vessels with armorial
designs in the tradition of contemporary maiolica wares are extremely
scarce. Only one other fragment of a bowl with the arms of Amsterdam
has been found in the Netherlands and is now in the Museum Boymans-van
Beuningen collection (J.G. Hurst et al. 1975, cat.27).
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CONFERENCES
La Ceramique du Ve au Xe siecle dans 1'Europe du nord-ouest - Z2eme

Collogque International du Groupe de Recherches et d'Etudes sur la
Ceramique dans le Nord/Pas de Calais. This conference will be held at
Outreau (Pas-de-Calais) from 10th - 12th April 1992. Anyone interested
in attending the conference should contact the conference secretary at
Musee de Bethune F-62400- France. Tel 21.68.40.74 before 15th
September 1991.

Trade and Discovery: The Scientific Study of Artefacts from Post-
Medieval Europe and Beyond - 12th-14th November 1992. This
international conference is being organized by the Departments of
Scientific Research and Medieval and Later Antiquities of the British
Museum. The conference will concentrate on the period ¢.1450-1800,
covering the trade in ceramics, metals and other materials, both
within Europe and between Europe and the Orient and Americas. The
conference will also consider the major technological changes which
occurred during this period arising from trading contacts.

Anyone wishing to present a paper or a poster should submit an
abstract as soon as possible or by 31st May 1992. For further
information please contact Duncan Hook, Dept of Scientific Research,
British Museum, London, WC1B 3DG.



IFA FINDS GROUP GUIDELINES

Over the last year the IFA Finds Group has had four meetings and
produced guidelines which set out standards for good practice in the
administration and implementation of finds work. The guidelines are
not intended as a detailed manual and will doubtless need revision in
due course. They were drafted after a consultation period from 1990 -
1991 when members of the IFA Finds Group and other interested
archaeologists were invited to submit comments. They have been
compiled so that all those involved with archaeological finds, whether
excavators, finds research staff, museum curators, site owners or
developers have an agreed framework within which to allocate
resources. It 1s intended that they apply to all archaeological
projects which include finds.

Two points are recognised as fundamental to the successful
organisation of finds work. First the need for finds work to be fully
integrated into all stages of the archaeological process. Second, the
formation of a project team at the outset of the project which
maintains good communications through out the life of the Project. The
guidelines cover the following: Project Planning, Finds Recovery,
Finds Assessment, Finds Research Design, Finds Analysis, Archives and
Storage, Finds Publication.

The guidelines have now been approved by the Finds Group and will be
presented to the IFA at the AGM in September 1991. If you would like
to obtain a copy or are interested in joining the Group (non-IFA
members may attend meetings and receive mailings) please contact:
Victoria Buteux, Hon. Sec. IFA Finds Group, Hereford and Worcester
County Council Archaeology Section, Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcester
WR4 SL5. Tel. U905 58608.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

The Historic Monuments & Buildings Branch including the Archaeological
Survey have moved to new premises at 5 - 33, Hill St, Belfast BT1 2LA.
Tel: Belfast 235000.

LONDON & MIDDLESEX ARCHAEQLOGICAL SOCIETY
Many thanks to LAMAS who sponsored this issue of the newsletter.

NEXT NEWSLETTER - please note the new address!

The deadline for contributions to the next newsletter, which will be
circulated just before Christmas 1991, is 22nd November 1991, they
should be sent to Julie Edwards, Grosvenor Museum, 27, Grosvenor
Street, Chester CH1 2DD marked 'MPRG newsletter'.




