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STOP PRESS Sarah Jennings

We are sorry to announce the death of Sarah Jennings, who passed away on Friday 4™ September following an operation on a blood clot to
the brain. A former secretary of the MPRG, Sarah was a great supporter of the Group and of medieval pottery studies in general, especially
through her position at English Heritage. She will be sorely missed. A fuller tribute will appear in the next newsletter.

Duncan H. Brown President

Secretary’s Notes

Since Council last met on the 13th May the Group has held its one-day conference and AGM at
the British Geological Survey headquarters at Keyworth, near Nottingham. The conference
was very well attended with many revealing and thought-provoking papers given; these were
a fitting tribute to Alan Vince to whom the conference was dedicated. Thanks must be given
to Chris Jarrett and Duncan Brown for organizing the day and to Dr Simon Chenery of the BGS
for providing the facilities and an excellent lunch for everyone.

The AGM unanimously agreed the changes to the constitution which will allow key officers on
Council to serve two terms subsequent to re-election. This will allow the Group to pursue medium and long-term projects
with more consistency and success. Anne Boyle stood down as Secretary at this AGM and the Group thanks her for her
excellent work over the last five years, and for setting me such a high benchmark to follow. As several positions had not
been filled last year the AGM saw several new members elected to council; Lyn Blackmore as Assistant Treasurer/Membership
Secretary, George Haggarty as Meetings Secretary and Ben Jervis as Assistant Secretary.

Also making an appearance at the conference was our latest Occasional Paper, ‘The Harlow Pottery Industries’, and sales
were swift throughout the afternoon. By now all members should have received Medieval Ceramics 30; a bumper double
volume that brings the journal up to date. Volume 31, fittingly dedicated to John Hurst, will include papers from the Sienna
conference.

We are progressing work on the On-line Bibliography and it has been agreed that it will be hosted by ADS. I have agreed to
get the bibliography updated by the end of the year and will contact regional compilers to ensure that all updates have been
sent from the regions.

The Group’s research framework project proposal has been accepted by English Heritage. CADW are providing support to
extend the project into Wales and we are hopeful of including Scotland also. The Group has also submitted a project design to
English Heritage to catalogue and manage Alan Vince's archive.

The J.G. Hurst Fund has awarded this year’s grant to Rebecca Bridgman to allow her to travel to a Mediterranean archaeology
conference in order to present two papers on ceramics.

The Council and Editorial Committee will next meet on the 30th September. Anyone who has anything to raise for discussion
at this meeting should contact the Secretary.

Andrew Sage Secretary

H fragment from a medallion-style tile. The tiles may have
R_ecently Excavated Tln Glazed been used as floor tiles but some of the patterns parallel
Tiles from Chester tiles used in fireplace surrounds.

The assemblage was found during two stages of
developer-funded excavations by Earthworks
Archaeological Services and L-P: Archaeology at ‘Got
Wine’ wine bar, 10 Commonhall Street, Chester. The site
lies behind Bridge Street Row and Commonhall Street and
the pit could be associated with properties on either
street; the households on Bridge Street would have been
relatively wealthy.

Tin-glazed ware tiles are uncommon finds in Chester but
the remains of at least five tiles have been found in a
large pit assemblage of pottery and clay tobacco pipes,
thought to have been deposited in the 1640s. All were
either made in the Low Countries or London and have
styles of polychrome decoration ranging in date from the
late-sixteenth to the mid- seventeenth centuries. The
most complete tile has a pomegranate design paralleling
the only previously published tile from Chester,
unprovenanced in the Grosvenor Museum collections. Two
pieces have the so-called ‘star and tulip’ pattern which
would have spread over four tiles, another two show a
two-handled vase containing a spray of flowers within a
diamond shape, the sixth piece is a small abraded
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An interesting documentary account suggests one way in
which the wealthy may have furnished their households.
Sir William Brereton, MP for Cheshire in 1642 visited
Amsterdam in 1634 and wrote of purchasing three sets of
painted tiles for the hearth and chimney.



Examples of the tiles recently excavated in Chester.
Image: Julie Edwards

These were shipped back to England with various
paintings, plaster of Paris figures, turtle doves and marble
floor slabs. Brereton had a house in Chester and another
in the county. The Commonhall Street tiles are unlikely to
be Brereton’s tiles but his account suggests they are
probably from a household with fashionable aspirations
and most likely the means to acquire them.

Julie Edwards

Medieval pottery production at
Mayen/Eifel, Germany

In 1986/87 an archaeological excavations took place in
the centre of the town of Mayen, close to the Genoveva-
castle. An area of approximately 2500m? was
investigated, situated in the middle of the Medieval
pottery production district, known since the second half of
the 19th century. The traces of at least 27 Medieval kilns
and 51 pithouses are of particular interest. Post
excavation work started in November 2007 as an
interdisciplinary project at the RoOmisch-Germanisches
Zentralmuseum Mainz and is integrated in the
“Forschungsbereich  Vulkanologie, @ Archadologie  und
Technikgeschichte” in Mayen (funded by Stiftung
Rheinland-Pfalz fur Innovation).

The first results of this analysis are surprising. The earliest
finds date from the 2nd century and finds continue
without interruption until the 16th century. The pithouses
can be dated to the 5™-8th/9th centuries. This means that
during the 5th century a new area in the west of the
Roman small town (vicus) of Mayen became occupied. No
pottery production dating from this period was recognized
in the excavated area, however pottery waste indicates
the production of ceramics in the neighbourhood. In the
9th century this area was used for pottery production. The
documented kilns date from the 9th century to the
beginning of the 14th century. A last great production
phase can be identified in the 13th century, from which an
enormous quantity of proto-stoneware wasters have been
excavated. In the 14th century the growth of the
stoneware industry and its impact upon the European

market stopped the export of the Mayen products. Pottery
production continued at Mayen for the local market
however, without a break until the beginning of the 20th
century.

The long-distance export of the Mayen ware is one of the
main aspects of the project and scientific analysis
(chemical and petrological analysis) of the composition of
the Mayen ceramics has been carried out at the University
of Mainz by Wenxing Xu. At the moment material from
nine kilns excavated in 1986/87 has been examined. The
mineralogical results are very uniform. We hope that
these results will help to identify pottery produced at
Mayen which was exported to Europe. To this end, we are
searching for material supposedly from Mayen excavated
from mainland Europe, Scandinavia and the United
Kingdom for additional analysis to better understand the
scale of the trade in Mayen pottery. If you know of any
excavations where Mayen ware has been identified, please
get in touch.

Dr. Lutz Grunwald,
Rémisch-Germanishes Museum, Mainz, Germany. Email:
grunwald@rgzm.de

Yorkshire wares from new
excavations in Aberdeen

Work has started on the large assemblage of medieval
pottery recovered during a recent excavation in Aberdeen.
Unusually for a site in Scotland much of the pottery comes
from large industrial pits filled with wood suitable for both
dendro-chronology and radiocarbon dating. The
pottery will also be subjected to a program of ICP-MS
analysis and where possible samples will be submitted
for the dating of carbonized residues. As would seem to
be the norm in Aberdeen the vast bulk of imported
pottery is from Yorkshire, with Scarborough type wares
dominating. Processing of the pottery is currently being
carried out at the headquarters of the AOC
Archaeology Group and anybody who would like to view
the material is welcome to visit, just e-mail in advance
(haggartyg@aol.com)

This sherd from a York seal jug with dragons breathing
fire may date to ¢.1200 and I would be grateful to know of
any exact parallels. George Haggarty
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Meetings and Announcements

STOKE ON TRENT MUSEUMS: Josiah Wedgewood:
The man in the making.

Stoke on Trent museums are holding an exhibition
entitled Josiah Wedgewood: The man in the making to
commemorate the 250" anniversary of the opening of
Wedgewood’s first factory. There will be a series of talks
and activities during the showing. The exhibition runs
until 22" November. For more details call 01782
232323 or visit
http://www.stokemuseums.org.uk/pmag/exhibitions.

EAA CONFERENCE SESSION: Pottery and Social
Dynamics in the Mediterranean and Beyond in
Medieval and Post-Medieval Times.

The annual conference of the European Association of
Archaeologists is taking place in Riva del Garda, Italy
between 15th-20th September 2009
(http://www.eaaitaly2009.com). This session has been
organized by John Bintliffe and Marta Caroscio with the
aim of rethinking the role of pottery in everyday life.
Papers will cover a diverse range of topics including social
dynamics, pottery from institutions, household utensils,
rubbish disposal and fishing. Speakers include Derek Hall,
George Haggarty, Alison Gascoigne, Ben Jervis, Marta
Caroscio and Enrico Cirelli.

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE IN HONOUR OF ALAN VINCE
Museum of London

The MPRG and the Society for Medieval Archaeology will
be co-hosting this event to commemorate and celebrate
the life and work of Dr. Alan Vince who died in February of
this year. Three themes are planned, on ceramics, urban
settlement and trade. It is hoped that three speakers will
contribute to each theme, and address the latest
developments and interpretations through case studies or
by providing a more general overview.

Saturday 27th February 2010. More details in the next
newsletter.

THEORETICAL ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP: Sessions on
medieval urban archaeology.

The 2009 TAG conference is being hosted by the
University of Durham from 17%-19*"" December. Two
sessions on medieval archaeology may be of particular
interest to members of MPRG.

Letty Ten Harkel, Abby Antrobus and Dawn Hadley are
organizing a session entitled Theorizing Early Medieval
Towns (c700-1200AD). For further details please contact
Letty Ten-Harkel (A.Ten-Harkel@sheffield.ac.uk).

Andy Agate and Abby Antrobus are organizing a session
entitled “Living on the edge: Scrutinizing suburbs”. For
further details please contact Andy Agate
(andy@andyagate.com).

Further details on all of the sessions at this years
conference can be found at
http://www.dur.ac.uk/tag.2009.

MPRG Contacts

President Duncan Brown

13 Southcliff Rd, Southampton

e-mail dhb@bethere.co.uk
telephone 02380 212048

Treasurer Jenny Vaughan

4 Pelton Mews, Pelton Lane Ends, Chester Le
Street, County Durham, DH2 1QG

e-mail jen.ncas@virgin.net
Secretary Andrew Sage 23 Mill Plat
Avenue, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 6RD
e-mail andrew.sage@dunelm.org.uk

Membership Secretary Lyn Blackmore
MoLSS, Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle
Wharf Road, London N1 7ED

e-mail Iblackmore@museumoflondon.org.uk
tel: 0207 566 9312

Assistant Secretary Ben Jervis
Archaeology, University of Southampton,
Highfield, Southampton, SO17 1BJ

e-mail bpjl06@soton.ac.uk

General

Medieval Pottery Research Group, c/o MoLSS,
Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf

Road, London N1 7ED
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